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READER. 


Ping defirou;(tho- 
+ row the Mercy 
&9 of God) to pleale ( 
| > Him for whom | am, and 

- live, and who giveth 'me 
 Emy Detires- and Perfor- 
- , mances ; and conſidering - 

* with my {elt, T hat the way 
to pleaſe him, is to feed my 
: Flock diligently and faith- 
| < = A o, fully, 


_—_—__ 


To the Reader.-_ 


—_— 
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fully , ſince our Sayiour 
hath made. that the argu- 
ment of a Paſtor's loye , I 
have reſolved to- ſet down 


the Formy/and Characterof | 
a true Paſtor, that I may 


have a Mark to aim at : 
which alſo I will ſet as high 
as I can, ſince he ſhoots 


higher that threatens the ' 


Moon, than he that aims 
at a Tree. Not that I 
think, if a man do not all 
which 1s here expreſſed, he 
preſently ſins, and diſpleaſes 
God, but that it is a good 
| ſtriketo go as far as we can 
H] 


[ 
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in pleaſing of him , who 
\ { hath done ſo much for us. 

i{ The Lord proſper the in- 
ff tention tomy ſelf, and o- 
{ thers, who may not deſpiſe 
| my poor labours, but add 
ſ to thoſe points, which I 
/ have obſerved, until the 
' Book grow to a compleat 


| Paſtoral, 


——C@l. 


1632. 


Geo. HiszBerr. 
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THE | 

PUBLISHER, 

TO THE 
CHRISTIAN READER. 
Confiſting of Six Paragraphs, 


p. hh: S/P\D * 4 Deſeon m this Preface ts 
TS. this Second Impreſſion , s ; 


xls Firſt, to own that which 1 
ID made to the former, that 
came forth, Anno Dom. 
1652, And to bleſs God for piving me, that 
Portion of ingenuity , to zmitate Ezra the 

. Scribe, Nehemiab the Governour, and Daniel * 
the Prophet, by gruing God the Glory of his Ju- 
ſtice, m bringing upon us Thoſe Evil: which we 
then [uffied: and that degree of Courage, 
in | bat Day, when violence was at the Height, 
to tell the Inſtruments of Cruelty, the immedtate 
Caoſer of thoſe Evils ; That God had alſo Rodds 
mn ſtore for Them, and that from the Ruines of 
that Church they had pulled Down,anHeavyS tone 
would fall upon themſelves, and Bruize that, | 
d. 2. The ſecond is, To ds a Piece of Ripht, - 

81 office of Juſtice to the Good man that was 
poſſe for of the Manuſcript of thu Book,and tranſ= 
rod i fr:o!y tothe Stationer who firſt printed 


. 


—_—_— 
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T6 the” Reader, 


it ; meeNy upon efion to benefit the Cterpy, and 
in them,the Church of .Eng'and. He was Mr, 
Edmund Duneon Aeftor ff Fryarn=-Barnet 
#n the County of Middleſex, Brother t& Dr, F- 
leazar Duncon, end 24. John Duncon, Two 
Very Learkd ant worthy pre ſunc,and Great Suf- 
ferers, wha both dyed before the Myracle of our 
Happy Reſtturation : and wire Happy in that 
they lroed not to fee ſuch bffentation of Sin an ins 
gratitude as ſome, fince have made; as if they had 
been delivered from ſlavery unter the Tyrant,that 
they mioht with more liberty yea!d themſelves [er- 
wants to &n, miller the Tyranny of Satan, _ 
P.3. The Third thing #s, To tell ſome of 
my Thouzhtr for their Good , unto my yonger 
Conforminy Brethren, (as For mine Elder  Dig- 
nitaries, ant our Fathers in God, I look npon 
' - 4s Fudpes, how | d»mean my ſelf in this matter, ) 
I ſay to tell them, Firſt,'what an Halcyonian 
Calm, a Bleff1 T im: of Prace, Tow Church of 
England had for many years, above all the 
Churches th the morld beſides : ( God grant 
that they may live to ſee the like: ) At the ve- 
ry Aud of which Tims, "when T be King, Saiat 
Garles of B. M. and the Good Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury (with others) were endeavouring 
fo perfolt the Clergy in Reou'arity of Life, Ont- 
formith of officiating, and ail variety of —_— 


TT IR" 


—— ——— 


' = To the Reader, 
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Then aid Schiſm, Faftion, and Jealouſie, 
kindle that- Fire , which deſtroyed both 
Church aud State ; and when they had 
done ſo, did-cunningly cry out npon ſuch, 
who lebogred moſt to quench 1t, as if 
thoſe vary men had been the only or the 
ebief Incendiaries, 1t ts meet that the 
yonger Clerks be Reminded of This : Be- 
cauſe a Conhderable number of them , who 
be now admitted into H. Orders, and in- 
dufted into Liverngs, were not born before 
The Troubles broke forth , which was a» 
bout the year, 1638, Theſe men there- 
fore ſhall da well to acquaint themſelves 
with the moſt exait and impartial Hiſfto- 
ries of the laſt paſt forty years, wherein, 
there have been the ſtrangeſt Revolutions 
that ever happened in England #n 
ſuch a ſpace of z1me. This is requiſite to 
enable them to teach the people of this 1 and 
( where all things are forgotten ) nhat 
uſe they oupht to make of Gods mercies 
before, of his judgements in the Wars, and 
after them alſo; The great Plagne in the 
year 1665. of the Dutch War in the 
ſame year, and of his contending by Fire 
with the Nation, when London (the Re- 
preſentative of the whole Kynpaom ) was 


burnt 


—_ 


nee 
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burnt in the year 1666, And Secondly, 
To tell them, rehat he that has but half 
an ey may eaſily foreſee, That the ef 
f<& of publiſhing this Book, will be 
in no Mcdiocrity, 1t will do either 
exceeding preat Good to the Cletpy , or 
| exceeding much prejudice, Much Good); 
if it work (o upon the Clerſy, as effetual. 
ly to perſwade them te conform ts that Ho+ 
ly Charatter d:lineated in the Book, 
Otherwiſe, it will produce much preju- 
alice 5" by framing ſo perf & an Idea 
of a Curate of Souls, mthe Mizds of 
the Laity; and by erefting ſuth a preat 
expeftation and atfire , That He, who 
takes Care of theirs, be exaFly, ſuch an 
One as this Book has teſcribed: 
wherein if they be fruſtrated, All will 
be ſorry, ſome will murmur and rage, 0- 
tbers will perhaps forſake their Pariſh- 
Church,rf not the Enpliſh : Deus avertar. 
The portrature of vircue in General 
diſplayd by Eloquence, ts very Ami- 
able, But PerfeA ons proper to any of the 
Three Grand Vocations, (eſpecra{ly, 
that of: the«Clergy , Daily attendants on 
The Holy One) The more accurately 
gbeer charatters be imprinted in the minds 


of 


——  —— 
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To the Reader. 


of others, T he more deſp cable do they ren- 
der the Profeſſors that want them, And 
1he ordinary fort of. people ( which are 
the moſt )will wreſt the defets of The man 
upon the Profeſhon z and,at the next Re-' 
move,npon the beſt AccompliſbedProfeſſors, 

This Copftderation gives me The Cue, 
to inſert here a moſt paſſionate Requeſt, 
which 1 tender to the yonger Clergy , By 
the mercies of God, By the meekneſs and, 
gentleneſs of Chriſt, ( of whoſe Eternal 
Prieſthood they have a ſhare ) and bythe 
precrouſneſs of their own, and otlers Souls 
commuted to their charge, That they will 
ſeriouſly confider, whether my laſt con- 
jeQture: be not more than probable : 
if they think 1t ſo, there will be leſs need 
to rutreat. tlem t0 fore caſt , or be think 
#h:mjelves what a ſtock of Learning and 
Prudence, the occaſions of theſe "Times 
( conference with Seftaries, and df utg- 
tion with Papiſts ) will require: what 
an Habit of Gravity -#4n' Attire , and of 
Renweaneſi in Converſation tr neceſſary 
to make @ Clergy man exemplary to the 
looſe and vain converſation of theſe days : 
what an adult degree of Virtue and & 64- 
lineſs it muſt be, that muſt withſtand thy 


| incurſion 


— - ria 
To the Reader. 


tm 
tmmcurſion of Prophanemeſs #m this AKge, And 
there will be not /o much need to beſtech 
Them, to buy Fathers, Councils, another 
goo.l Claſſic Books 5 To mortifie the fleſh, 
with Study,Faſting, and Prayer ,and to do 
every thiry becoming a Curate of Fouls : 
uſing this Book, as a Looking Glaſ7, to 
mmform them what ie decent, 

6. 4+ In thi fourth Parapraph f in- 
tend an Addreſs to our Non:Conforming 
Brethren; Both, to thoſe that are out of 
Parochial Cures, aud 'to theſe that ha- 
ving Benefices, Conform with duplitity of 
mina;. and do as little as they can, 7 
beg leave'to tell Them' ('and Alive them 
to belreve that I doit im all fincere Flumis 
lity and Charity, ) 

Firſt, That all the Elergy of mine Ac- 
quaintance, and ] verily believe, All the 
Old Clergy of the Nation, as well as my 
poor ſelf, and many of the Yonger, dalong 
to [ee our ſelves antlour Younger Brethren 
conform to that Idea of a Clerk, which 
the Noble Hely Herbert hath pourtrats 
ed in this Book. | | 

Seconaly,, That what diſſimilitude us 

forma in the Yonper Clergie , it "partly 
ovcaſioned by that diſturbance —_—_ 
ate 


tate Wars made inthe Univerſities, 


Gs - + 
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. Thirdly, They therefore have the grea- 
ze[6 Reaſon imaginable to come in with 
[pred and jon cordially in Helpin 
36 Repaire thoſe Breaches inthe Church 


(which they firſt made) at which, [warms 


of Seftartes have entred in amongſt us, 


and too many athere bave eloped ont jnto - 


the Church of Rome. 

Lao verily believe , that the beſt as 
mong/t them , would think it a. rich 
Bleſfing ta [ee beth Church and State in 


ſuck condition as they were 1 before them- 
ſelves maved torards a Change. And 


if aff tbe Presb terians warwld rſt cs 
TL refle& wy the iſſues of ut +: 
tempts 5 The Death of The Kino The 
Beſt of Princes 3 Of the Archbiſhop of 
Canterhary , Of the Lords Strafford 


and Mantrofs, Three perſons moſt tvar- 


-tby ta. lzve ( as Joſephus- ſays of thoſe 


"ws whom the Zealots ſlew in Jerula- 


lem; ) nd all the blaod ſpilt, and treas 


ſure ſpent an the Wars, 


neſs of that calumny caſt upon the Geod 


Secondly, Upon the fuddain total dife 
ntment of their whele Deſppn. 
. 'Thualy, Upon the manifeſted falſe. 


old 


o E a _ 
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Tothe Reader, = ? 


TIT 


| old Biſpops, and Cler ie, as if They meant 
zo bring in Popery Th the increaſe of 
which , the Presbyterians' bave pow 
not” 


great opportiity, though they d 
antendit.) 

Fourthly, Upon the [ad corruption of 
Manners, that broke in upon the Demoles 
t10n of Government, + | 

Fefthly, Upori the Apoftacy from the 
Church, and violent imundation of Sefts * 
Methinks they ſhould not Think it" e- 
nowgh, to wipe their touths , and waſl# 
therr hands, and ſay, We meant well ; 
We intended the Glory of God, &e. 
But to bring forth fruits, meet for PEni- 
tents ; That ir, becauſe they made Hee 
vock of the Church, to labour more abun-' 
dantly, to build up their hearts todo this 
with [peed, and in finceritie. bl 

6, 5. This Fifth Paregrapb, conteines ? 
s Friendly Priſ.popeia to T, B. the Au- 
thor of a ſcandalous Book Intituled ,' 
The Grounds and occafions of the 
Contempt of the Clergy : If the Au- 
thor had ſubſcribed his. name, 1 might 

perhaps have ſaid to him what 1 here 
write, Sir, I am fory that That wit of 
yours ts not under the conduft of miore 
| wi{dome,” 


F 


F ©Y 
T_T 


» -——_ _— 


” War Readet. 
wiſdome. \ You have Reproved arvers 
things worthy of Refroof z but in a man- 


Sarcaſjic?, with wit Satyrical ; not with 


up , and nd like @ Mourner.. 


You bave rightly pitch't upon Two Slu- 


ces that letmmto the Church men not right- 


ly qualified. 1. Promiſcuous Aadmiſſuen 
ento the Univerſities, 2. Indiſeriminate 


or preproperous Ordinations ; which later 
8s often puts Conſequent of the Former, 


For after Admiſſion, and Twelve Terms; 
A Degree and Letters Teſtimonial do 


too uſually Follow of Courſe, And the 


Biſbop will in Charity Conſtrue the fab- 


ſeription of Tenor Twelve Preabyters in 


@ College, Equivalent to the Impoſition 


of /o many Hand: with Him in Ordina- 


#10n. 


the Subſcribers thought the party quatified 
-. -.2 


1 wilt ſuphoſe that you ntither intended 
to give that. offence which your book kat 
Grven: to_tiver Eminent Grave and. 

a Learned 


——_. 


vler worthy to be Reproved:: 1.6, Scoptich, 


that Grevity where-with ſuch falts 
ought to be Reproved : Like one puffed 


Except He ds, as Biſhep Wren 
Jed moſt carefully to do, never accept a, 
Teſtimonial, Unle(s it did Certifie, That 


— 


— 
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Learned men in Both-Univerſities 3 nor 
to yeild That nutriment' te prophaneneſs 
which your Book bath done, For I hear 
(by thoſe that are ſorry for it) that as 


Some things in your Baok were matter of 


Chatt in Coffee-ouſes at C, before it was 
Printed; ſo now finee it was Print» 
ed, they be matter of paſtime in Taverns 
at L. where wit, and wine, and pro» 
phaneneſs , ſport themſclyes in their 
own Deceivings: and make the Falts 
of Gods Miniſters ( for which, all that 
Fear God, do preive) The matter of un- 
ballowed mirth. Sir , How could you 
write that Dejcant Upon our B, Saviours 
Words | Weep not for me---: } with- 
out mingling your tears with your Ink? 
Had you known the Auther, you would 
have pitied Him : He was @ man of 
Great wit, mixed with Exceſi : of 


phanſie extended to his Hurt, 


One of your Exceptions ; te. Poverty; 


#s ſo far from being a Cround of ' Con« 


tempt, that.it ts a Cauſe of Commaſeratis 
on and Honeur, Ab Extra, ab latra, 


of Comfort and Joy.  Ariftotle ſayes, 


He is the beſt Artificer that-can make 


the beſt hos of that Leathcr:. that: is 


giv EE 


ec 


| To the Reader. 


given Him. That Miniſter that hath s 
poor Liveing , and yet lives as well , and 
does a5 much pood as ts poſſible to be done 
by any one that hath no better, [hall have 
praiſe both of God and man, 1 bave not 
obſerved any one thing ( be-bither vice ) 
that hath eccaſioned /o much Contempt of 
the Clergie : as Vnwillinoneſs to take, or 
Keep, A poor Liveing. 

- An Holy manin a Poor Liveing, is 
in a Kiogdom: if there be a Kingdom 
of Heaven upon Earth: As I believe, I 
know, there ts. It ir a Thehis that I dare 
undertake to make Good apainſt aJeſuite: 
Status inopis Parochi in Ecclefii An» 
glicana, eſt perfeCior ſtatu cujuſlliber 
Mouachi in Ecclefhi Romani. 

There be Two main occaſions of Contempt 
which you take no notice 'ofi, The One 
Exterral, and that ir, ENVIEs A 
mupbty Etipine;, which ſometimes caſts 
Hatred and inſtruments of Death : ſome+ 
 rames, Bolts of Scorn, upon men, Laici 


|. ſunt infenk Clericis, ts a Proverb that 


belas in The many. t daily feeds, partly, 
upon the Patrimony of the Chinch, by 
God's wonderful Providence reſtored to 
the Clergy, and preſerved from thoſe that © 
RT a 2 bad 


.. 


_—— 


— 


| To the Reader, 


had Devoured it : (and I do here, mm the 
name of my Brethren, acknowledpe ,- that, 
for THAT MERCY, and the mean pros 
fits of it , we are all accountable to Gudl 
and man :) partly , upen the Sedentary 
Lrves of Church-men,. becanſe they do not 
make Tents as $. Paul aid; ner holdthe 
Plow, Threſh, or drive Trades us Themes 
ſelves do, They Think theme Idle perſons. 


a!/o affords noarihment to Envy) is The 
Aﬀectation of Gallantry, But your de- 
feft in aſſigning Real Grounad's, ir Recome 
 penſed with a preat Exceſs of Inftances 

. tas long Lependof Clerks, 9 mwul wm- 
Aulor]es 3þ hauvles + rbpy 8 O88, Some of 
which were dead mph Sixty years apo. 1 
Eype God has forgiven them: and I bſ#ech 
Him to prevent the like an all that be 
alive, And I pray you conſider what Ree 
puta'ion He ts like to gam, That in a 
Church having 8, or 9000 Pariſhes , and 
perhaps as many C er ks,or more. ſhall make 

it: bis Buſinefi to ravel into Sixty years 

. Bathward (20 of whith were a miſerable 


ter Dita of yorg and weak Preachers, 
to*weed Thitr Books, anti maki a Com- 


poſure, 


Ine 
- — 


The Other occaſton omitted by voulwbich 


Anarchy ) and to colle# the Impruden: | 


; 


" 


To the Reader; 


poſure, Loathſom to all Good men, delight= 


ful anly to fuch as make a mock of Sin, 
You bave impoſed upon the Reader, by 
charging the Clergy of the Church of Enge« 
land, with theſe wild Nettons which wera 
delivered by Fanaticks , qualified neither 
with Orders nor Arts. As for inſtance, 
Pag. 71, Viz. That the worm Jacob, is a 
threſhing morm, 8©C. it was delivered in 
Black Fryers Church, London , zn the 
year 1654, by a Fanatick Mechanick, 
who at that time was one of Col, Hartir 
ſons Regement , one of the late King's 
Murtherers; This is atteſted by a perſon 
of Qualtty, wha then was an Ear: witneſs. 

Sar, By this time I hepe you are willing 
to conlider, 1. Woether it had not been 
better to have thrown a Cover of Silence 
aver all your Inſtances, 1 will tell you 6 
ſad inconvemtence that comes from the 
meer Relation of the Abuſes of H. Scrif= 


ture, made gither by Prophane wit ar weak 


LIMI 


K olly. They FL Gacuyifay every pious Sor 
that Hears or Reads them, They inſeſ the 
Memory or Phanſte ,, and ( as the Ferols 
that came down upon Abram's Sacrifice) 
By preſenting themſeluer, troub'e a mums 
mind whilſt bs is reading the Ward of G d, 
®-3 and” 


I 


CEE 


| 
© - 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſuch as obſerve their Failings, wit 


To the Reader. 


| and ſhould only, attend to the fare meaning 


of the Spirit. Beſides, one Relation be: 
gets ansther,and fo on ſtill they Engender, 
till Prophaneſs become Tradition. And 
therefore wiſe men make a Conſcience of 
making a Rehearſal of witty Applicatt- 
ons that wrong the Text, 2. Whether 
the Event have nos over reach't your 
Intent. The pretence of your Book was,to 


ſhew the Occaſions; your Book ts become 


an Occaſion of the C ontempt of God's Mm 
miſters. 23. What ſervice you have done, 
and what thanks you may expett from 
God, the Church, and State, if your Book 
ſhall (by Accident only ) deterr but one 
Ingenuous youth, one Hypeful Gentleman, 
one Noble man of good and great Endows 
ments , from Entring into Holy Orders, 
tbe Expzdient appointed by God for ſaving 
Souls. * hp TILE Bob 
But bleſjed be God who hath ſecured 
the Honor ef the Funftion , from being 
aifparaved by the miſ{emeanors of men 
that Offictate in it ; or by the margni'y of 


drfron 

to revile them. 
Though the vulgar, ordinarily do not , 
yet The Novility and Gentry do diftin- 
; + geiſh 


— 
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guiſh and abſftratt the Errors of the man, 
from the Holy Calling, and not think thetr 
dear Relations degraded by Keeerving HL. 
Or ders * 

: I haveread, that Henry the 8th, was 
by bis Father deſigned to the Arch-Brſhoe 
prick of Cant. if bis Brother, Prence 
Arthur ,' had lived, to ſucceed in the 
Crown. | 

” Dr. Mountague, who was Biſhop of 
Wincheſter (when / was yony) war- 
Uncle to the Lord Chamberlain that laſt 
died, or at leaſt nigh of Kindred to bus 
Father, who after ke paſt thorough man 
Honorable Offices, dyed Preſident of <, 
King's moſt Honorable Privy Council, 

The old Earl of Weſtmorland 4d 
Dedicate one of his Sons to Gods Service 
en The $antluary: and he became a good 
Example of Gravity and Piety to thoſe 
of that Calling: and, for any thing 1 
know, is ſo tall this day. 

So didthe old i ord Cameron (Father 
to Ferdinando Lord Fairfax) a Son of 
His 5 who was firſt a Regular and Sobty 
Fellow of | Trinity College in Cam- 
bridge,and afterward Reftor of Bolton 
Percy in York-ſhire , where he was 


| a 4 ſequeſtred, 
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ſequeſtred, we may well conclude, for bis 
Good afjeHion to God and the' King , if 
his Brother. or Nephew could net ſeexrs 
Flim. © 
There was # Brother of the L, Gray' $ 
of Wark in Cambridge, i# my Time, 
' who mas. very &tudious end Yirtuous, 
and afjer that Entred into Holy. Orders, 
and took a charge of Souls upon Him and 
t:/charged it 0: became titms Dr. Gray 
Reflor of Burbidge in Leiceſt er-thire, 
was Earlof Kent, 

There be Perſons of N obl Extraflion, 
which lately have Entred into Holy Orders. 
(1: may be there be more, but my prevats 

Lif: has kept ne in Tpnorance of Them, 
God make them an Hundred'times move.) 
QAne is Dr. Compton, Brofhen: to the Ki 
H. Earl of Northampton het vow 1t,. 
and Son te fat altant Eerl, who wes 
ſtain 7 inthe vear 1643, in the H gh places. 
of the Field, fighting (or.his God and fan 
His King. -- Pr. Greenwill, Brother to 
the Rivht Honourable the Fel of Bath; 
and D. Crew, Clerk of the Gloſet to He 
Majeſly, and Brother to tht R, H,Lard 
Crew z are. Two otherr. Ty tbeſe, may 
_ be added , > '@ For of tbe Lerd North's 


and 


To the Reader, | | 
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Brereton-green in Cheſhire. 

Lows noble Perſons /o — Jude 
lifed with Virtues, Learning and Ptety, 
by bringing along with them inte the 
Cburch,. the E minency of therr Birth alſo, 
have caſt a Lufire apon the cm— 
Greater Stars hel > Brighten uþ thet 
leſr-fſbining neighbours : and” bave ads 
nanced thetr Chriſtian Prieſiboad to: the 
height it pas at , under the Law of Na+ 
ture, when it was the hareditary Honer 
and prerogative of the Firſt-born ,; of tbe 
chief: Family, to be the Prirſbof the moſi 
High God. 

And ſurely Theſe Noble perſons bave 
fhem'd Gand [o will all the Nobility that 
follow: them ſve) s Twofold Wiſdom 
im their Choice .of this Holy .Fanttton. 
S For frſt, The Calling gives het better 
i offartuntttes #0 get ay os And Ser 

rondly it gzves them Title to tha Good 

things of the Earth (Betforier,Donativee, 
Dignities ) therr porttons im the  Cherehes 
Putrimony, whith cannot miſi abeen,. being 
dewbly ſo welkqualified. 

F he Adventeye of doing Ged Service, 
which wy 1ghtiof Birth gives to. _— 


3; 
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man or Gentlim an, over what # Clerk of 


Lower Parentage hath , « very conſidera- 
ble, The truth taught by Them, ts ſoaner 
believed; A Reproof” Lefow'd by Them, 
2s better received: An example of Virtue 
fſhew'd by them , makes deeper impreſſion, 
then the ſame coming from one of meaner 
Extrattion would do. . This obſervation 
T firſt made, wn thoſe Two preat Lights 
of our Church, Ds, Fern Lord Biſbop of | 
Cheſter, 'who was a Knights Son 5 and 
Dr. Hammond, who was of an antient 
Famly.' And the Reader will obſerve 
more #n' this Book, who/e Author was a 
Perſon Nobly deſcended, 

The wi(dom of This Land confirms this 
Truth, Our Laws pive that privilege 
zo Hiphet Birth, which a man of meaner 
deſcent.rauſt ſtay, and Study, and perform 
arvers pry for, by the [pace of Four- 
teen yedrs, To be a Knithts ſon, bornim 

i Iedloth, 'is ar good a. Qualification for 
ſome preferments, as tobe a Batchelor in 


Divmty. AOTEY 
| i "Example and Wiſdom of theſe 
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Nable Perſons , will ſave me the labour 
of befeething the other Nobility, and Gen: 
6ry of this: Kjnzdom; 1. To think: the 
+42 Prieſt. 
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Priefthood a FunCtion not unworthy 
of them, or their Relations. 2. To 
Look upon the Patrimony of the 
Churchzas a Good proviſion for their 
own dear Children. (As zt zr alſo for 
every Mothers Son of the Commonalty, 
that is daly qualified.) And, 3. There- 
fore, That ir is not only an Impious 
thing, becauſe Sacrilege; bnralſoan 
Impolitick deed, becauſe deſtruftive 
of the means of a mans own and bis 
Childrens well-being, to wiſh or de- 
fire, much more to conſent to, or en- 
deayor, the Taking away of Church 
means devoted to God for the mains 
tenance of ſach as attend his Service. 

' This Agareſi to the Nobles, has nit 
made me forget T.B. I meanto take my 
leave of Him in as friendly a manner as 
I begun: and the rather becauſe Fle mn- 
ttimates a Wiſh, that ſome Augmentation 
of Means might be made to the poor 
Clergy, A thing that my &6ul deſtreth : 
and more, I intend to endeavor it, when, 
and where ever it lyes in my power, If 1 
had 10000 Pounds, I would prve good 
of it to that uſe. Athing which the Ca- 
thedral Church of Worceſter bath care+ 


fully 


—. 
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fully dons: and 1 know not any Cathedral 
that hath left it undone, 

I know, a Prebendary of the C, Church 
of. York, that refw/ed 300 |. Fing for Re+ 
newing a Leaſo of an Impropriation 3 
aud chafe rather to ſettle balf the clear 
Profits of the Tithes for an Augmentation 
hon the Vicar. And another, of anotber 
Ehurch, that bath /o ſetled a Tithe that 
coft. 350 Pound ; with many other In« 
ſtances of this kind, 

Hel may ſee, 1 have Complyed with 
His Wiſh, / zntreat Him to Condeſcend 
zo an earneſt Requeſt of mine: That 
He would endeavour , if not ta Aupment 
the Means of the poor Clergy, yet to Re- 
compence the Injury His Book bath done 
Them, , 

6.6. But all this while, do I not forget 
my /elf much? and the Reader more 2 
F will couclude this Preface with a 

 Jhors Deſcription of a Compleat Clergys 
man, 

Hes a Son, like Samuel, begged of 

God by bis devout Parents, before he was 

begutten by them, and atatcated to 

ſerve God tn brs Santtuary befare he 


was bern : pen pre{uppoſal of d hape, 
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and temper of Body , of Abilities and 


Faculties of mind fit for that Sernce : 
and theſe allowed for ſuch, by men of ex: 
quiſite Judgment, Seaſon'd in bis Infancy, 
at Home, with Piety; at School, wuh 
Arts ; accompliſhed with Sciences and 
_—_ at the Univerſity. Prepared for 
Holy Orders by Prager, and Reading (St, 
Chryſoſtom de Sacerdotio, St, Gre- 

ories Paſtoral, and /uch other Books as 


Learned men ſhall direft,) Called by « 
Biſoop,or excited by a Maſter of s College, 


or ſome Grave Divine to recetve H,Orders. 
And when he is Entred, he governs him- 
ſelf by the Canons of the Church , aud beſt 
Examples of the Aye. In ſumme; He 
wmitates the Author of The Temple, 
and of This Book , The Prieſt to the 
Temple, The Holy Mr. George Her. 
bert, To wbem, GOD aſſymilate The 
Clergy, and amongſt Them, 


The moſt unworthy, 


% 


Barnabas Ol. 
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A Prieſt to the Temple : 
OR, 


- The Country PARSON 
his CHARACTER, &«. 


Of a PASTOR, 


Farr Deputy of Chriſt for, 

a\1 the reducing of Man 

Y- a to the Obedience of 

& God. This definiti- 

on Is evident, and 

contains Ip - dired {teps of Paſtoral 
Duty and Auctority, For firſt, Man 
fell from God by diſobedience. Se- 
. condly, Chriitis - glorious inſtru- 
ment of God for the revoking of 
Man. Thirdly, Chriſt being not. t:) 
cominue on earth, but after he had 
fulfilled the work of Reconciliation, 
to be received up into heaven, he 
conſtituted Depuries'in his place;and 
B theſe 


C ” 
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"""thele are Prieſts. And therefore St, 
' Paul in the beginnipg of: his Epiltles, 
profefſeth this :"ahd in the firſt to the 
Colojſſtans plainly- avoucheth, that he 
fils mp that whith is bebind of the' afflis 
Rions of Chriſt in bs fleſh, for bis Bo- 
die's ſake, which is the Charch Where- 

1n is contained the compleat definitt« 
on of a Miniſter, Out of this Char- 
ter of the Prieſthood may be plainly 
garhered .both the Dignity thereof, 
and the Duty : The Dignity, 1n that 
a Prieſt .may do that which Chriſt 
Jdid, and by his authority, and as his 
Yicegerent.The Duty, in that a Prieſt 

is to do that which Chriſt did, and 

| after his manner, both for Dod@rin 
and Lite, 


© ——— 
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CHAP. 11. . 
Their Diverſities, 


F Paſtors, (intending mine own 
'Nation.cnly, and allo therein 
ſecting aſide the; Reverend Prelates 
of the Church; towhom this diſcourſe 
| & arifeth 


Ty 
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ariſeth not) ſome live in the Uni- 
verlities, ſome in Noble houſes, ſome 
ig Pariſhes reſiding on their Cures. 
Of thoſe hat live in the Univerſities, 
ſome live there in office, whoſe rule 
1s that of the Apoſtle 5 Rom. 12. 6, 
Having gifts differing, according to the 
grace that is given to us, whether pro- 
phecy, let ws prophecy according to the 
proportion of faith ; or miniſtry, let us 
wait on our miniſtring;or be that teach- 
eth, on teaching, &c. he that ruleth, let 
bin do it with diligence,&c. Some ina 
Preparatory way, whoſe aim and las 


ledge, but to ſubdue and mortifie all 
that when they have read the Fa- 


made, and the thing done. . The 
greateſt and hardeſt preparation is 


God, Why doſt thou preach my Laws, 
F and takeſt my Covenant in thy mouth 2 


ble Houſes are called Chaplains, 


whoſe duty and obligation being 


| 


the ſartie to the Houſes they live In, 


B 2 as 
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our muſt be not only to get know- 
luſts and affeCtions- and not to think, 


thers, or Schoolmen, a Miniſter. is 
within : For, Unto the ungodly, ſaith 


Pſal. 50. 16, Thoſe that live in No- 


Me Ms At. 
— 


\heic Olverfimies, 


——  O———— 


ed 


as a Parſons ro his Pariſh, in deſcri- 
bing the one (which is indeed the 
bent ofmy Diſcourſe) the other will 
be maunilſeſt. Let not Chaplains 
thiok themſelves lo free, as many of 
them do, and becaufe they have dit- 
ferent Names, think their Office dif- 
ferent, Doubtlels they are Parſons 
of the families they live in, - and are 
entertained to that end, either by 
an open, or implicite Covenant. 
Before they arein Orders, they may 
be received for Companions, 'or 
diſcourſers; but-after a man is once 
Miniſter, he cannot agree to come 
into any houſe, where he ſhall not 
exercile what he ts, unleſs he forſake 
his plough, and look back. Where- 
ſore they are not to be over-ſubmiſ- 
ſive, and baſe, but to keep up with- 
the Lord and Lady of the houſe, 
and to preſerve a boldneſs with them 
and all, even ſo far as reproof to 
their very face, when occaſion calls, 
but ſeaſonably and diſcreetly. They 
who do not thus, while they remem- 
ber their earthly Lord, do much for- 


get their heaven)y ; the y wrong the 
Prieſt- 
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Prieſthood, negledt theirduty, and 
ſhall be fo far from that which 
they ſeek with their over-ſubmiſſive- 
nels, and cringing, that they ſhall 
ever be diſpiſed. They who tor the 
hope of promotton neglect any ne- 
cellary admonition, or reprootf, ſell 


(with Jydas) their Lord and Maſter, 


CO. 


CH A FP. IL 
The Parſon's Life. 


He Countrey Parſon is exceed- 

ing exact in his Life,beiog holy, 
juſt, prudent, temperate, bold,prave 
in all his wayes, And becaule the two 
higheſt points of Lit, wherein a 
Chriſtian is moſt ſeen, are Patience, 
and Mortification; Patience in re gard 


. of afflictions, Mortification 1n regard 


of luſts and affeftions, and the ſtupi- 
ftyiog and deading of all the clamos 
rous powers of the foul, th-refore he 
hath throughly ſtudicd theſe, that he 
may be an abſoJute Maſter and C« 
mander of himſelf, for all the pur: 
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which God hath ordained him. Yet 1n 
theſe points he labours moſt in 
thoſe things which are moſt apt 
to ſcandalize his Pariſh. And firſt, 
becauſe Countrey people live hardly, 
and therefore as feeling their own 
ſweat,and conſequently knowing the 
price of money, are offended much 
with any, who by hard uſage increaſe 
theirtravel, the Countrey Parſon is 
very circumſpe@ in avoiding all co- 
veteouſneſs, neither being greedy to 
get, nor nigatdly to keep, nor troy- 
bled to loſe any worldly wealth z but 
In all his words and aCtions {lighting, 
and dileſteeming it, even to a won: 
dring, that the world ſhould ſo much 
value wealth, which in the day of 
wrath hath not one dram of comfort 
for us. Secondly, becauſe Luxury is 
a very vihtible fin, the Parſon is very 
careful to avoid all the kinds thereof, 
but eſpecially that of drinking, be- 
cauſe its the moſt popular vice ; into - 
which if he come, he proſtitutes himſelf 
both to ſhame, and f1n, atjd by having 
fellowſhip, with the unſruitful works of \ * 
darkneſs, he diſableth himlelf of au- 
—_ reg gt; chority 
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thority to reprove them: For fins make 
all equal, whom they find togerher 
4nd then they are worſt, who otþht 
to be beſt. Neither is it for the fer- 
vant of Chriſt to haunt Itms,”or 
Taverns, or Ale-houſes, to the difho- 
nour of his Perſon and Office. The 
Parſon doth not fſo,- butt orders his 
Life in ſuch a- faſhian, that-when 
death takes him, #8" the Jews and 
Fudas did Chriſt, he may ſay as He 
did, I ſate dayly with you teaching 
in the Temple. Thirdly , becayſe 
Countrey people (as 'indeed all ho« 
neſt men) do much ' eſteem 'thejr 
word, it being the Life of buying, 
and felling,and dealing in the world; 


therefore the Parſon is very ſtrit in 


keeping his word, though it be to his 
own hinderance, as knowing, that if 
he be not ſo,he will quickly be diſco- 
vered, and diſregarded : neither will 
they believe him ir the Pulpit, whon 
they cannot truſt 1m his Converfati- 
on. ' As for oaths, and'apparrel, the 
diſorders thereof are alſo very mani- 
feſt. The Parſons ,yea is yea, and 
nay, nay; and his apparrel plain, 
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' , but revyerend, and clean, without 


ſpots, or duſt, or ſmell ; the purity of 
bis mind breaking out, and dilating 
it ſelf even to his body, cloaths, and 
habitation, 


CHAP. IV. 
The Parſons Fnowledge. 


He Country Parſon is full of all 
knowledge. They ay, it is an 
511 Maſon that refuſeth any ſtone: and 


there is no knowledge, but, in a <kil- 
ful hand, fervescither poſitively as It 
Is, Or elſe to illuſtrate ſome other 
knowledge. He condeſcends evento 
the knowledge of tillage, and paſto- 
rage, and makes grFat uſe of them in 


teaching, becauſe people by what 
they.underſtand, are beſt led to what 
they underſtand not, But the chief & 
top of his knowledge conſiſts in the 
bo of books, the ſtorehouſe and 
magazene of life and comfort, the 
holy Scriptures. There he ſucks, 
and hyes, In the Scriptures he 

finds 
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findes four things; Precepts for 
life , DodGtrins for knowledge, Ex- 
amples for illuſtration, and Promiſes 
for comfort : Theſe he hath dige- 
ſted ſeverally. Burt for the ynder- 
ſtanding of theſe 3 the means he u- 
ſeth are firſt, a holy Life, remem- 
bring what- his Maſter ſaith, that if 
any do Gods will, he ſhall know of 
the DoGrin, Jchz 7. and afluring 
himſelfz that wicked men, howe« 
ver learned, donot know the Scrip= 
tures, becauſe they feel them not, 
and becauſe they are not underſtood 
but with the ſame Spirit that writ 
them. The ſecond means 1s prayer, 
whichif it be neceſſary even in tem- 
poral things, how much more in 
things of another world, where the 
well ts deep, and we have nothing 
of our ſelves to draw with 2 Where- 
fore he ever begins the reading of the 
Scripture with ſome ſhort inward 
ejaculation, as, Lord, open mine 
eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous 
things of thy Law, &c. The third 
means is a diligent Collation of 
Scripture with Scripture, For all 
Truth 
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Truth being conſonant to it ſelf, and 
all being penn'd by one and the ſelf- 
ſame Spirit, It cannot be, but that an 
mduſtrious, and judicious comparing 
of place with place muſt be a fangu- 
lar help for the right underſtandimg 
of the Scriptures. To this may be 
added the confideration of any Text 
with the coherence thereof, touching 
what goes before, ' and what follows 
after, as alſo the ſcope of the Holy 
Ghoſt. When the Apoſtles would 
have called down fire from Heaven, 
they were reproved, as ſynorant of 
whar ſpirit they were, For the Law 
required one thing,and the Goſpel a- 
nother - yet as diverſe, not as repug- 
nant: therefore the ſpirit of both 1s to 
be confidered, and weighed. The 
fourth. means are Commenters and 
Fathers, who have handled the places 
controverred, which the Parſon by 
no means refufeth. As he doth not ſo 
ſtudy others, as to neglect the grace 
of God in himſelf,” and what the Ho- 

Iy Spirit teacheth him ; fo doth he af. 

ſure himſelf,that God in all ages hath 


had his Servants, to whom he hath 
revealed 


Pn 
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revealed his Truth.,as well as to him; 
and that as one Countrey doth not: 
bear all things, that there may be a 
Commerce; ſo neither hath God 
opened, or will open all to one,that: 
there may be a traftick in knowledge: 
between the ſervauts of God, forthe 
planting both of love, and humihty. 
Wherefore he hath one Comment at 
leaſt upon every book of Scripture,& 
ploughing with this, and his own me« 
ditations,he enters into the ſecrets of 
God treaſured in the holy Scripture, 
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CHAP. V. 
The Parſons. Acceſſary Inowhapes. 


He Countrey Parſon hath read 

the Fathers alſo, and the 
Schoolmen, and the later Writers, or 
a good proportion of all, out of all 
which he hath compiled a Book, and 
body of Divinity, which is the ftore- 
houſe of his Sermons, and which he 
preacheth all his Life 3 but diverlly 
clothed , illuſtrated, and — 
or 
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For though the world is full of ſuch 
compolures, yet every mans own 
s fitteſt, readieſt, and moſt ſavo- 
ry to him. Beſides, this being to be 
done 1n his younger and preparato- 
ry times, it is an honeſt joy ever aſter 
to look upon his well ſpent hours, 
This Body he made by way of ex- 
pounding the Church Catechiſm, to 
which all divinity may eafily be redu- 
ced, For it being indifferent in it 
{elf to chooſe any Method, that is beſt 
to be choſen, of which there is h1kelt- 
eſt to be moſt uſe. Now Catecht- 
zing being a work of ſingular, and 
admirable benefit to the Church of 
God, and a thing required under Ca- 
nonical obedience, the expounding 
of our Catechiſm muſt needs be the 
moſt uſeful form. Yet hath the Par- 
ſon, beſides this laborious work, a 
ſhighter form of Catechizing , fit- 
ter for countrey people; according 
as his audience is, ſo he uſeth one, or: 
other; or ſometimes both, it his au- 
_ *dience be intermixed. He greatly 
eſteems alſo of caſes of conſcience, 


wherein he is much verſed. And in 
deed, 
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deed, herein is the greateſt ability of 
a Parſon to lead his People exactly 
in the wayes of Truth, ſo that they 
neither decline to the right hand, nor 
to the left, Neither let any think 
this a {light thing. For every one 
hath not digeſted, when it 1s a fin 
to take ſomething for money lent, or 
when not ; when it is a faralt to difco- 
ver anOthers fault,or when not ; whex 
the affeftions of the ſoul in deſiring and 
procuring increaſe of means, or honour, 
be aſin of covetouſne(s or ambition,and 
when not ; when the appetites of the bo- 
dy in eating, drinking, ſleep, andthe 
pleaſure that comes with ſleep, be ſins of 
gluttony, drunkenneſs, ſloath, luſt, and 
when not, and (o in many circumſtan- 
ces of actions. Now if a ſhepherd 
know nct which graſs will bane, or 
which not, how is he fit to be a ſhep- 
herd? Wherefore the Parſon hath 
throughly canvaſled all the particu- 
lars of humane aCtions, at leaſt all 
thoſe which he obſerveth are moſt me 
cident to his Pariſh, | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, VI, 
The Parſot Praying. 


He Countrey Parſon,when he is 

to read divine ſervices, compo- 

ſeth himſelf to all poſſible reverence; 
liftiog up his heart and hands, and 
eyes, and uſing all other geſtures 
which may expreſle a hearty, and un- 
feined devotion. This he doth,firſt,as 
being truly touched and amazed 
with the Majeſty of God, before 
whom he then preſents himſelf; yet 
not as himſelf alone,burt as preſenting 
with himſelf the whole Congregation; 
whoſe ſins he then bears, and brings 
with hisown to the heavenly Altar to 
be bathed.& waſhed in the ſacred La- 
ver of Chriſts blood. Secondly,as this 
Is the true reaſon of his inward fear, 
ſo he is content to expreſle this out- 
wardly to the utmoſt of his power 3 
that being firſt affeted himſelf, he 
' may affect allo his people , know- 
Ing that no Sermon moves them ſo 
much to reverence, which they for- 
get 
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get again, when the' come to pray, 
as # deyout behaviour inthe very act 
of praying. Accordingly his voice is 
humble, his words treatable,-and 
-flow;yet not fo (low neither, as to let 
the fervency of the ſupplicant hang 
and dy between ſpeaking, but with a 
grave livelineſſe, between fear and 
zeal, pauſing yet preſling, he per- 
forms his duty, Beſides his exams 
ple, he having often inſtructed .hts 
people how to carry themſelves in 
divine ſervice, exaCts of them all 
poſſible reverence, by no means 
enduring either talking, or ſleeping, 
or gazing, or leaning, or halt-knee- 
ling, or any undutiful behaviour 
10 them, but cauſing them, when 
they fit, or ſtand, or kneel, todo all 
In a ſtrait, and ſteady poſture, as 
attending to what is done 1n the 
Church, and every one, 'man and 
child, anſwering aloud both, Amen, 
and all other anſwers, which are on 
the Clerks and Peoples part to an- 
{werz which anſwers alſo are to be 
done not in a hudling, or ſlubbering 
faſhion, - gapipg, or ſcratchipg the 
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head, or ſpittinþ even in the mid(t of 
their anſwer, but gently and pauſa- 
bly, thinking what they ſay ; fo that 
while they anſwer, As it was in the 
beginning, &c. they meditate as they 
ſpeak, that God hath ever had his 
peoplezthat have glorified him as wel 
as now, and that he ſhall have fo for ' 
ever, And the like in othcr anſwers, 
This is that which the Apoſtle calls a 
reaſonable ſervice.Rom, 12, when we 
ſpeak not as Parrats, without reaſong 
or offer up- ſuch ſacrifices- as they 
did of old, which was of beaſts de- 
void of reaſon; but when we uſe our 
reaſon, and apply our powers to the 
ſervice of him, that gives them. If 
there be any of the gentry or nobilt- 
ty of the Pariſh, who ſometimes make 
Ita piece of ſtate not to come at the 
beginning” of ſervice with their poor 
neighbours, but at mid- prayers, both 
to their own loſs, and of theirs alſo 
who gaze upon them when they 
come 1n, and negleCt the preſent ſer- 
vice of God, he by no means ſuffers 
Ic, but after divers gentle admoniti- 


ons, it they pcxlevere, he cautes th m 
to 
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to be preſented : or if the poor 
Church-wardens be affrighted with 
their greatneſs , notwithſtanding his 
inſtruction that they ought not to 
be ſo, but even to let the world fink, 
ſo they do their duty ; he preſents 
them himſelf , only proteſting to 
them, that not any 11] withdraws him 
to it, but the debt and obligation of 
his calling,beiog to obey God rather 
than men. 
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CHAP. VIL. 
The Parſon Preaching. 


HE Countrey Parſon preach- 

eth conſtantly, the Pulpit is hts 
Joy and his throne: if he at any time 
1ntermit,it 1s either for want of health, 
or againſt ſome Feſtival, that he may 
the better celebrate it, or for the va- 
riety of the hearers, that he may be 
heard at hisreturn more attentively. 
When he intermits, he is ever very 
well ſupplied by ſome able man, who 
treads 1n his ſteps, and will not throw 
down what he hath built;zwhom alio 
he intreats to preſs ſome point,that he 
C 
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himſelf hatch often urged with no 
oreat ſucceſs,. that ſo in the mouth of 
two or three witneſſes the truth may 
be more eſtabliſhed, When he prea- 
cheth , he procures attention by 
all poſſible art, both by earneſt- 
neſs of ſpeech, it being natural to 
men to think, that where is much 
earneſtneſs, there is ſomewhat worth 
hearing ; and by a ditigent and buſre 
caſt of his eye on his auditors, with 
lerting them know that he obſerves 
who marks, and who not; and with 
particujarizing of his ſpeech now to 
the younger ſort, then tothe elder, 
now to the poor, and now to the 
rich. This is for you, and This is 
for you; for particulars ever touch, 
and awake more than generals. Here- 
inalſo he ferves himſelf ofthe judge- 
ments of God, as of thoſe of antient 
times, fo eſpecially of the late ones; 


and thoſe moſt, which are neareſt to. 


his Pariſh; for people are very at- 
tentive at ſuch diſcourſes , and think 
It behoves them to be fo, when God 
1s\o neer them, and even over their 
heads. Sometimes he tells them ſto- 
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ries, and ſayings of o others, accord- 


Ing as his text 1nvites him ; for them 
alſo-men heed,and remember better 
than exhortations z which though 
earneſt, yet often dye with the Ser- 
mon, eſpecially with Countrey peo- 


.Þle;z which are thick, and heavy, 


and hard to raiſe to a point of Zeal, 

and fervency,and need a mountain of 
fire to kindle them 3; but ſtories and 
ſayings they will remember. He of- 
ten tells them, that Sermons are dan: 
gerous things, that none goes out of 
Church as he came in, but either 
better, or worſe; that none 1s care- 
leſs before his-Judge, and that the 
word of God thall.? judge us. By theſe 
and other means the Parſon procures 
atrention 3 but the character of his 
Sermon is Holineſs; he is not witty, 
or learned, or eloquent, but Holy, 


A Character, that Hermogenes never 


dream'd of, and therefore he could 
give no precept thereof. But it is 
gained firſt, by chooling texts of De- 
votion , not Controverſie , moving 
and raviſhing texts, whereof the 
Scriptures are full. Secondly , by 
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dipping, and ſeaſoning all our words 
and ſentences in our hearts, before 
they come into our mouths, truly 
afſeting , and cordially expref: 
ſing all that we ſay; ſo that the au- 
ditors may plainly perceive that e- 
very word is heart-deep, Third- 
ly, by turning often , and making 
many Apoltrophe's to God , as, 
Oh Lord bleſs my people , and 
reach them this pointz or, Oh my 
Maſter, on whoſe errand I come, let 
me hold my peace , and do thou 
ſpeak thy ſelf; for thou art Love, 
and when tk on teacheſt,all are Schol- 
lers, Some fuch irradiations ſcatter- 
ingly in the Sermon, carry great ho- 
lineſs in them. The Prophets-are ad- 
mirable 1a this.S9 Iſa.64. Oh that tbou 
would'ſt rent the Heavens, that thou 
wou'd ſt come down,&c, And Jer.c.10. 
aftcr he had complained of the deſo- 
lation of Jſrael, turns to God ſudden: 
ly, 0h Lord.1 know that the way of man 
is nit in himſelf, &c, Fourthly, by 
frequen: wiſhes of the peoples good, 
and joyning therein, though he him- 
{cf were with St. Paul even ſacrificed 
upon 
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upon the ſervice of their faith, For 
there is no greater ſ1gn of holinels, 
than the procuring and rejoycing 1n 
anothers good. And herein St. Paul 
excelled in all his Epiſtles. How did 
he put the Romans in all his prayers? 
Rom. 1.9. And ceaſed not to give 
thanks for the Epheſcans, Eph.1.16.And 
for the Corintbians, chap. 1. 4. And 
for the Philippians made requeſt with 
Joy, ch. 1.4. And is in contention 
for them whither to live or dye; be 
with them, or Chriſt, ver/. 2 3. which, 
ſetting aſide his care of his flock, were, 
a madneſs'to doubt of, What an 
admirable Epiſtle is the fecond to 
the Corinthians 2 how full of affes 
Ctions? he joyes, and he is ſorry, he 
grieves, and he glories, never was 
there ſuch a care of a flock exprel- 
fed, fave in the great Shepherd of 
the fold, who firſt ſhed tears over 
Jeruſalem, and afterwards blood. 
Therefore this care may be learn'd 
there, and then woven into Sermons, 
which will make them appear excee- 
ding reverend, and holy. Laſtly, by 
an often urging of the preſence, and 

C 3 majclty 
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majeſty of God, by theſe, or ſuch 
like ſpeeches. Oh let us take heed 
what we do / God ſees us, he ſees 
whether I ſpeak as I ought, or you 
hear as you ought, he ſecs hearts, as 
we ſee faces: he is among vs; forif 
we be here, he muſt be here, ſince we 
are here by him, and without him 
could not be here, Then turning the 
diſcourſe to his Majeſty, And he is a 
great God, and terrible, as great in 
mercy,lo great in judgement. There 
are but two devouring elements,fire, 
and water, he hath both in him; His 
voice is as the ſound of many waters, 
Revelations 1, And he himſelf 1s a 
conſuming fire, Hebrews 12. Such 
diſcourſes ſhew very Holy. The Par- 
ſons Method in handling of a Text, 
conſiſts of two parts firſt, a plain 
and evident declaration of the meae- 
ning of the text 3 and ſecondly, ſome 
choice Obſervations drawn out of 
the whole text, as1t lies entire, and 
unbroken in the Scripture it ſelf. This 
he thinks natural, and ſweet, and 
grave, Whereas the other way of 
crumbling a text into ſmall parts, as, 
Cs es eter en 
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the Perſon ſpeaking, or ſpoken to, 
the ſubject, and obj<&, and the like, 
hath neither in it ſweetneſs, nor gra- 


vity, nor variety, fince the words a- . 


part are not Scripture, but a dictio- 
nary, and may be conlidered alike 
in all the Scripture. The Parſon ex: 
ceeds not an hour in preaching, be- 
cauſe all ages have thought that a 
competency, and he that profits not 
in that time, will leſs afterwards,the 
ſame affection which made him not 
profit before, making him then wea- 
ry, and fo he grows from not reliſh- 
ing, toloathing, 


ms, ———_— m_—_ 


CHAP, VIII 
The Parſon on Sundays. 


| HE Country Parſon, as ſoon 
as he awakes on Sunday morn- 

ing, preſently falls ro work, and 
ſeems to himſelt fo as a Market-man 
is, when the Market day comes, or a 
ſhop-keeper, when cuſtomers uſe to 
come in, His th vghts are full of ma» 
| C 4 king 


—_— 


—_— 


h— 
* it. Mt _— A. ——— ————_ 


king the beſt of the day, and contrl- 
viog it to his beſt gains, To this end, 
beſides his ordinary prayers,he makes 
a peculiar one for a bleſſing on the 
exerciſes of the day, That nothin 
befall him unworthy of that Majeſty 
before which he is to preſent himſelf, 
but that all may be done with reve- 
rence to his glory, and with edifica- 
tion to his flock, humbly beſeeching 
his Maſter,that how or when-ever he 
puniſh him, it be not 1n his Miniſtry : 
then he turnes to requeſt for his peo- 
ple, that the Lord would be pleaſed 
to ſanCtifie them all, that they may 
come with holy hearts, and awful 
mindes into the Congregation , and 
that the good God would pardon all 
thoſe, who come with leſs prepared 
hearts, than they ought. This done, 
he fets himſelf to the Confideration 
of the duties of the day, and if. 
there be any extraordinary addi- 
tionto the cuſtomary exerciſes, el- 
ther from the time of the year, or: 
from the State, or from God by a 
child born, or dead, or any other 
accident , he contrives how and in 
what 
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what manner to induce it to the beſt 
advantage. Afterwards when the 
hour calls, with his family attending 
him,he goes to Church, at his firſt en- 
trance humbly adoring and worfhipping 
the inviſible majeſty and preſence of Al- 
mighty God, and bleſſing the people, 
either openly, or to himſelf. Then 
. having read Divine Service twice 
fully, and preached in the morning, 
and catechized in the afrernoon, he 
thinks he hath in ſome meaſure , ac- 
cording to poor and frail man, dil- 
charged the publick duties of the 
Congregation. The reſt of the day 
he ſpends either in reconciling neigh- 
bours that are at variance, OT in vi- 
ſiting the ſick, or in exhortations to 
ſome of his flock by themſelves, whom 
his Sermons cannot, or do not reach, 
And every one is more awaked, 
When we come, and ſay ; Thou art 
the man, This way he findes ex- 
ceeding uſeful, and winningz and 
theſe exhortations he calls his privy 
purſe,even as Princes have theirs, be- 
fides their publick disburſments. At 
night he thinks it a very fit timezboth 
ſutable 
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ſutableto the joy of the day , and 
without hinderance to publick dy» 
ties, either to entertain ſome of his 
neighbours, or to be entertained of 
them,where he takes occalion to dif- 
courle of ſuch things as are both profit- 
able, and pleaſant. and to raiſe up their 
mindes to apprehend Gods good bleſ- 
ſong to our (Church, and State ;, that or- 
der is kept in the one, and peace in the 
other , without diſturbance , or inter- 
ruption of publick divine offices, As he 
opened the day with prayer, fo he 
cloſeth it, humbly beſeechiog tht Al- 
mighty .to pardon and accept our 
poor (ſervices, and to improve them, 
that we may grow therein, and that 
our feet may be like Hindes feet ever 
climbing up higher and higher unto 
him. 


Pe 


CHAP. IX. 
The Parſon's ſlate of Life. 


"HE Countrey Parſon conſider- 
iog that virginity is a higher 
| {tate 
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ſtate than Matrimony, and that the 
Miniſtry requires the beſt and higheſt 
things, is rather unmarried,than mar. 
ried. But yet as the temper of his boe 
dy may be, or as the temper of his 
Pariſh may be, where he may have 
occaſion to converle with women, 
and that among ſuſpicious men, and 
other like circumſtances conſidered, he 
1s rather married,than unmarried. Let 
him communicate the thing often by 
prayer unto God , and as his grace 
ſhall dire him,ſo let him proceed. If 
he be unmarried, and keep houſe, he 
hath not a woman in his houſe , but 
findes opportunities ot having his 
meat dreſs'd and other ſervices done 
by men-ſervants at home, and his lin» 
nen waſhed abroad. If he be unmar- 
ried, and ſojourn, he never talks with 
any woman alone, but in the audt- 
_ ence of others, and that ſeldom, and 
then alſo in a ſerious manner , never 
jeltingly , or ſportfully. He #s very 
cireumſped in all companies, both of his 
behaviour, ſpeech,and very looks know: 
ing himſelf to be both ſuſpeted, and en- 
vied Tf be ſtand ftedfaſt in his heart, 
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having no neceſſuy,but hath power over 
bis own will, and hath ſo decreed in 
his heart , that he will keep himſe!f 4 
Virgin,he [pends his days in faſting,and 
prayer, and bleſſeth God for the gift of 
continency, knowing that it can no way 
be preſerved but only by thoſe means, by 
which at firſt it was obtained, He there» 
fore thinks it not enough for him to 0b- 
ſerve the faſting days of the Church,and 
the daily prayers enjoyned him by au- 
thority,which he obſerveth ont of humble 
conformity,and obedience; but adds to 
them out of choice and devotion 5 ſome 
other dayes for faſting , and hours for 
prayers 5 and by theſe he keeps his body 
tame, ſerviceable, and healthful ; and 
his ſoul fervent, ative , young, and 
luſty as aw eagle, He often readeth the 
L ives of the Primitive Aronks,Hermits, 
and Virgins , and wondreth not ſo 
much at their patient ſuffering, and 
cheerful dying under perſecuting Empe- 
rours, ( though that indeed be very ad- 
mirgble ) as at their daily temperance, 
abſtinence , watchings , and conſtant 
prayers, and mortifications in the 
times of peace and proſperity, To put 
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on the profound humility, and the exait 
temperance of our lord Jeſus , with, 
other exemplary vertues of that ſort,and 
#0 keep them on in the ſun ſhine , and 
00n of proſperity , he findeth to be as 
neceſdary, and as difficult at leaſt, as to 
be cloathed with perfe& patience, and 
C 4p fortitude in the cold mid: 
night ſtorms of ——_ and adverſt- 
ty. He keepeth his watch and ward, 
night and day againit the proper and 
peculiar temptations of his ſtate of Life, 
which are principally theſe two, Spiri: 
tual pride, and Impurity of heart : a- 
gainst theſe ghoſily enemies he girdeth 
up bis loyns,keeps the imagination from 
roving , puts on the whole 4Armonr of 


God, and by the vertne of the ſhield of 


faith , be is not afraid af the peſtilence 
that walketh in darkneſs ,| carnal impus 
rity, | nor of the ſickniſi that deftroyeth 
at nooneday.Ghoſily pride and ſif con: 
ceit.] Other temptations he hath,which 
like mortal enemies may ſom times diſe 
quiet hiza likewiſe ; for the lumane 
foul being bounded, and kept in in her 
ſenſitive faculty, will run out more 
or leſs in her intel'eflual, Original 
CONCH- 
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concupiſcence is ſuch an aftive thing, 
by reaſon of continual inward,and ont- 
ward temptations, that it is ever at- 
tempting, or doing one miſchief or 0- 
ther. Ambition, or untimely deſire of 
promotion to an hipher ſtate, or place, 
xnder colour of accommodation, or ne- 
ceſſary proviſion, is a common tempta« 
tion, to men of any eminency, eſpecially 
being ſingle men.Curioſity in prying into 
high ſpeculative and unprofitable queſti- 
ons, it arother great ſtumbling-block to 
the kolineſs of Schollers.Theſe and many 
other ſpiritual wick:dneſjes in high pla« 
ces doth the Parſon fear,or experiment, 
or both and that much more being 
ſmelegthan if he were married ; for ther 
commonly the ſiream of temptations ts 
' turned another way, into Covetouſneſs, 
L ove of pleaſure, or eaſe, or the like. If 
the Parſon be unmarried, and means 
to continue /o, he doth at leaſt, as much 
as hath been ſaid. Ifhe be married, 
the choice of his wite was made ra- 
ther by his ear, than by his eye 5 his 
judgement , not his affection found 
out a fit wife for him, whoſe humble, 
and liberal diſpoſition he preterred 
before 
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before beauty, riches, or honour. He 
knew that (the good inſtrument of God 
to bring women to heaven) a wiſe and 
loving hnsband could out of humility, 
produce any ſpecial grace of faith , pa- 
tience, meekneſs. love, obedience, &c. 
and out of lberality, make her fruxtful 
in all good works, Ashe1s jult in all 
things, ſo is he to his wite alſo,count- 
ing nothing ſo much his own, as that 
he may be unjuſt unto it. Therefore 
he gives her reſpe&t both afore her 
ſervants, and others, and halt at leaft 
of the government of the houſe, res 
ſerving ſo much of the affairs, as ſerve 

for a diverſion for him z yet never ſo 

giving over the reins, but that he 
ſometimes = how things go, de- 

manding anaccount, but not by the 
way of an account. And this muſt 
be done the oftner, or the ſeldomer, 

according- as he is fatisfied of his 
Wite's diſcretion, 
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CHAP. X. 
The Parſmin his Houſe. 


HE Parſon is very exact in the 
governing of his Houſe , ma- 
king it a Copy and model for his Pa- 
riſh, He knows the temper.and pulſe 
of every perſon in his houſe, and ac- 
cordingly either meets with their 
vices, or advanceth their vertues. 
His wife 1s either religious, or night 
and day he is winning her toit, In 
ſtead ofthe qualities of the world, he 
requires only three of her; firſt, a 
training up of her children and maids 
in the fear of God, with prayers, and 
catechizing, and all reliFious duties. 
Secondly, a curing and healing of all 
wounds and ſores with her own 
hands; which skil either ſhe brought 
with her, or he takes care the hall 
learn it of ſome religious neighbour, 
Thirdly , a providing for her family 
inſuch ſort,as that neither they want 
a competent ſuſtentation, nor her 
husband be brought in debt. His 
children 
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children he firſt makes Chriſtians, 
and then Common-wealths-men ; the 
one he owes to his heavenly Coun- 
trey, the other to his earthly, having 
no title to either, except he do good 
to both, Therefore having ſealfoned 
them with all Piety, not only of 
words in praying, and reading 3 
but in actions, in viſiting other 
fick children, and tending their 
wounds, and ſending his charity 
by them to the poor, and fome- 
times giving them a little mony 
to do it of themſelves, that they 
get a delight in it, and enter fa- 
vour with God, who weighs even 
childrens aCtions, 1 K7ng. 14. I 2, 13s 
He afterwards turns his care to fit all 
their diſpoſitions with ſome calling, 
not ſparing the eldeſt, but giving him 
the prerogative of his Fathers pro- 
teſlion, which happily for 'his other 
children he is not able todo. Yet in 
binding them Apprentices{in caſe he 
thiok fic to do fo) he takes care not 
to put them iato vain trades, unbe- 
fitting the reverence of their Fathers 
calling, ſuch as are Taverns for men, 


and 
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and lace making for women; becauſe 


thoſe trades, for the moſt part, ferve 
but the vices & vanities of the world, 
which he is to deny,and not augment, 
However,he reſolves with himſelf ne- 
ver to omit any preſent good deed of 
charity,in conſideration of providing : 
a {tock for his children; but aſſures 
himſelf,that mony thus lent to Godyis 
placed ſurer for his childrens advan= 
tage, thenif it were glven to the 
Chamber of Loxdon.Good deeds,and 
breeding, are his two great 
ſtocks for his children, if God give a- 
ny thing above thoſe,and not ſpent in 
themhe bleſ{eth God, & lays it out as 
he ſees cauſe. His ſervants are all reli- 
gious, & were it not his duty to have 
them fo, it were his profit, for none 
are fowell ſerved, as by religious ſer- 
vants, both becauſe they do belt, and 
becauſe what they do, is blefied, and 


- proſpers. After religion, he teacheth 


them, that three things make a com- 
pleat ſervant, Truth, and Diligence, : 
and Neatneſs, or Cleanlineſs, Thoſe 
that can read, are allowed times for 
it, and thoſe that cannot, are n__ 5 
or 
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for all in his houſe are either teachers 
or learners,or both, ſo that his family 
is a School of Religion, they all ac- 
count,that to teach the ignorant1s the 
greateſt almes. Even the walls are not 
idle, but ſomthing is written,or paint- 
ed there,which may excite the rezder 
to a thought of piety ; efpecially the 
101 Pſalm, which is expreſled in a fair 
table, as being the rule of a family. 
And when they go abroad,his wife a« 
mong her neighbours is the beginning 
of good diſcourſes,his children among 
children, his ſervants among other ſer- 
vants; fo that as in the houle of thoſe 
that are skill'd in Muſick,all are Muſt- 
cians;ſo inthe houſe of a Preacher,all 
are preachers, He ſuſlers not alle or e- 
quivocation by any means in his 
houſe,but counts it the art,and ſecret 
of governing to preſerve a direCt- 
neſs, and open 'plaineſs in all things 
ſo that all his houſe knowes, that 
there 1s no help for a fault done but 
confeſlion. He himſelf,or his wife, 
takes acount of Sermons, and how e- 
very one profits, comparing this year 
with the laſt + and befides the com- 
D 2 mon 
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mon prayers ofthe family, he ſtrait- 
ly requires of all to pray by them- 
feves befor they {leep, at night, and 
ſtir out in the morning,. and knows 
what prayers they ſay, and til) they 
havelearned them,makes them kneel 
by him; eſteeming that this private 
praying is a more volintary act 1n 
them, then when they are called to 
others prayers, and that, which when 
they leave the family, they carry 
with them. He keeps his ſervants be- 
tween love, and fear, according as he 
findes them; but generally he diſtri- 
butes it thus, To his Children he 
ſhewes more love then terrour,to this 
ſervants more terrour then love; but 
anold good ſervant boards a child, 
1he furniture of his houſe 1s very 
plain, bur clean,whole,and ſweet, as 
{weet as his garden can make; for he 
hath no mony for ſuch things, charity 
being his only perfume, wihch de- 
ſerves coſt when he can ſpare it. His 
fare is plain, and common, but whol- 
ſo-ne, what hee hath,is little, but very 
ood: it conliſteth moſt ot mutton, 
beefe , and veal, if he addes any thing 

tor 
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for a great day,or a ſtranger, his gar- 
den or orchard ſupplies it, or his 
barn, and backſide -: he goes no fur- 
ther for any eatertainment, leſt he go 
into the world, efteeming it abſurd, 
that he ſhould exceed, who teacheth 
others temperance. But thoſe which 
his home produceth, he refuleth nor, 

as coming cheap, and eafie, and ari- 
liog from the improvement of things, 
which otherwiſe would be loſt. 
Wherein he admires and imitates the 
wonderful providence and thrift of 
the great houſe-holder of the world: 

for there being two things, which as 
they are, are unuſeful to man, the one 
for ſmalneſs, as crums, and ſcattered 
corn, and the like ; the other for the 
foulneſs,as waſhzand durt, and things 
thereinto fallen 3 God hath provi- 
ded Creatures for both ; for the firlt, 

Poultry;for the ſecond,ſwine. Theſe 
ſave man the labour, and doing that 
which either he could not do, or 
was not fit for him to do, by raking 
both ſorts of food into them, d-» as 
It were dre(Je and prepare bo h or 
man in themſelves, by grow ng 
; 3 them 
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themſelves fit for his table. The Par 
fon in his houſe obſerves faſting dayes 
and particularly as Sunday is his day 
of joy, ſo Friday his day of Humilia- 
ation, which he celebrates not only 
with abſtinence of diet, but allo of 
company, recreation,and all ontward 
contentments; and beſides, with con- 
feſſion of (ins, and all atts of Mortift« 
cation. Now faſting dayes contain 
a treble obligation firſt,of eating leſle 
that day, then on other dayes 3 fe- 
condly.of eating no pleaſing,or over- 
nouriſhing things , as the llraclites 
did eat fowre herbs - Thirdly, of 
eating no fleſh, which is but the de- 
termination of the ſecond rule by 
Authority to this particular, the two 
former obligations dre .much more 
eflentiall to a true faſt, then the third 
and laſt, and faſting dayes were fully 
performed by keeping of the two for- 
mer, had not Authority interpoſed:{o 
that to eat little and that unpleaſant 
1s the natural rule of faſting although 
It be fleſh. For fince faſting in Scrip- 
ture language is an affiiting of our 
ſouls, if a peece of dry ficlh at my 
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table be more unpleaſant to megthen 
ſome fiſh there, certainly to cat the 
fleſh, and not the fiſh is to keep the 
faſtiog day naturally. Andit is ob- 
ſervable, that<he. prohibiting of fleſh 
came from hot Cuntreys, where both 
fleſh alone, and much more with 
wine, Is apt to nouriſh more then in 
cold regions, and where fleſh may be 
much better ſpared, and with more 
ſafety then elſewbere, where both 
the people and the drink being cold 
and flegmatick, the eating of fleſh is 
an antidote to both. For it 1s certain, 
that a weak ſtomack being prepol- 
ſeſled with fleſh, ſhall much better 
brook and bear a draught of beer, 
then if it had taken before either fiſh, 
or roots, or ſuch things; which will 
diſcover it ſelf by ſpitting, and 
rheume, or flegme. To conclude, 


. the Parſon, if he be in full health, 


keeps the three obligations, cating 
fiſh, or roots, and that for quantity 
little, for quality unpleaſant. It his 
body be weak and obſtructed,as moſt 
Students are, he cannot keep the laſt 


obligation, nor ſuffer others in h's 
houle 
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houſe that are fo, to keep it; but only 
the two former, which alſo in difeaſes 
of examination (as conſumptions) 
muſt be broken « For meat was made 
for man, not man for meat. To all 
this may be added, not for embolden- 
ing the unruly, but for the comfort of 
the weak, that not only ſickneſs 
breaks theſe obligations of faſting, 

but ficklineſs alſo. For it is as unna- 
tural to do any thing, that leads me 
to a fickneſs, to which Iam inclined, 
as not to get out of that ſickneſs, when 

I amin it, by any diet. One thing 1s 
evident, that an Engliſh body, and a 

Students body, are two great obſtru- 

Red veſlels, and there is nothing that 

is food, and not phyſick, which doth 

leſs obſtruct, then fleſh moderately 

taken; as being immoderately taken, 

Itis exceeding obſtructive. And ob. 

ſtruCctions are the cauſe of molt dit- 

ales. 
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| CHAP. XL, 
The Parſon's Courteſie. 


He Countrey Parſon owing a 

debt of Charity to the poor, 

and of Courteſfie to his other pariſhi- 
oners, he fo diſtinguiſheth, that he 

\ keeps his money for the poor, and his 
table for thoſe that are above Alms, 
Not but that the poor are welcome 
alſo to his table, whom he ſometimes 
purpoſely takes home with him, ſet- 
ting them cloſe by him, and carving 
for them,- both for his own humility, 
and their comfort, who are much 
cheered with ſuch friendlineſs. But 
ſince both is to be done, the better 
ſort invited , and meaner relieved, 
 hechooſeth rather to give the poor 
money, which they can better im- 
ploy to their own advantage, and 
ſutably to their needs, then fo 
much given in meat at dinner, 
Having then invited' ſome of hs 
Pariſh ,f he taketh his times to do 
the like to the reſt; ſo that in the 
compals 
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compals of the year, he hath them all 
with him, Becauſe countrey people 
are very obſervant of ſuch things,and 
will not be perſwaded, but being not 
1ovited, they are hated. Which per- 
-ſwaſton the Parſon by all means a- 
voids, knowing that whe r : there are 
ſuch conceits, there is no r om for his 
dottrin toenter. Yet doth he often: 
eſt invite thoſe, whom he ſees take 
beſt courſes, that ſo both they may be 
encouraged to perſevere. and others 
ſpurred to do well, that they may en- 
Joy the like courteſite, For though 
he defire, that all ſhould live well, 
and virtuouſly, not for ary reward 
of his, but for virtues ſake; yet that 
wil not be fo : and therefore as 
God, although we ſhould love him 
only for his own ſake, yet out of his 
infinite pity hath ſet forth heaven for 
a reward to draw men to Piety, and 
is content, if at leaſt fo, they will be- 
come good. So the Countrey Par- 
ſon, who is a diligent obſerver, and 
tracker of Gods ways, ſets up as ma- 
ny encouragements to goodneſs as he 


can, both in honour, and profit, and 
fame + 
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fame; that he may, if not the beſt 
way, yet any way, make his Pariſh 
good. 


CHAP. XIL 
The Parſon's Charity. 


He Countrey Parſon is full of 

Charity ; it is his predominant 
element. For many and wonderful 
things are ſpoken of thee, thou great 
Virtue, To Charity is given the co- 
vering of (ins, 1 Pet. 4. 8, and the for- 
giveneſs of fins, Matthew 6. 14, Luke 
7. 47. the fulfilling of the Law, Ro- 
mans 13, 10, The life of faith, 
James 2.26, The bleſſings of this 
life, Proverbs 22, 9. Pſalm 41. 2. 
And the reward of the next, Matth. 
25- 35. In brief, it is the body of 
Religion, John: 13. 35. And the 
top of .Chriſtian virtues, 1 Cori. 
13. Wherefore all his works relliſh 
of Charity. When he riſeth in-the 
morning, he bethinketh himſelf 
what good deeds he can do that day, 


and 
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and preſently doth them ; counting 
that day loſt, wherein he hath not 
exerciſed his Charity. He firſt con« 
ſiders his own Parilh, and takes care, 
that there be not a begger, or idle 
perlon 1n his Pariſh, but that all be 
11 a competent way of getting their 
living. This he effects either by 
bounty, or per{waſton, or by au- 
thority, making uſe of that excel: 
lent ſtatute, which binds all Part- 
ſhes to maintain their own, If his 
Pariſh be rich, he exacts this of 
them ; if poor, and he able, he eaſeth 
them therein.But he gives no ſet pen- 
fion to any ; for this in time will loſe 
the name and effect of Charity with 
the poor people, though not with 
God - for then they will reckon up- 
On it, as on a debt; anditf it be ta- 
ken away, though juſtly, they wall 
murmur , and repine as much, as 
he that is diſlcized of his own 1nhert- 
tance. But the Parſon having a 
double aime, and making a hook of 
his Charity, cauſeth them {till ro de- 
pend on him; and ſo by continual, 
and freſh bounties, unexpeCtcd to 
them, 
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them, but reſolved to himſelf 5 he 
wins them to praiſe God more, to 
live. more religioufly , and to take 
more pains 1n their vocation, as not 
knowing when they ſhall be relieved; 

which otherwiſe they would reckon 
upon, and turn to idleneſs. Be- 
{ides this general provifion, he hath 
other times of opening his hand; as 
at great Feſtivals, and Communions 
not ſuffering any that day that he 
receives, to want a good meal ſuting 


to the joy of the occaſion, - But ſpe-- 


cially, at hard times, and dearths, 
he even parts his Living, and life a» 
mong them, giving ſome Corn out- 
right,and ſelling other at under rates; 
and when his own ſtock ſerves not, 
working thoſe that are able to the 
ſame charity, ſtill preſſing it in the 
pulpit, and out of the pulpit, and 
never leaving them, till he obtain 
his deſire. Yet in all his Charity, he 
diſtioguiſheth , giving them mot, 
who live beſt, and take molt pains, 
and are moſt charged : So is his 
charity in «ffe&t a Sermon. Aﬀer 
the conſideration of his own Pariſh, 


he 
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he inlargeth himſelf, if he be able, to 

the neighbour-hood ; for that alſo 
is ſome kind of obligation; ſo doth he 
alſo to thoſe at his door, whom God 
puts in his way, and makes his neigh- 
bours.. But theſe he helps not with- 
out ſome teſtimony, except the evi- 
dence of the miſery bring teſtimony 
with it. For though thele teſtimo- 
nies alſo may be fallifyed, yet con- 
{idering that the Law allows theſe in 
caſe they be true, but allows by no 
means to give without teſtimony, - as 
he obeys Authority in the one, ſo that 
being once ſatisfied, he allows his 
Charity ſome blindneſs .in the 0- 
ther 3 eſpecially , fince of the two 
commands, we are more injoyned to 
be charitable, then wiſe. But evi- 
dent miferies have a natural pri- 
viledge, and exemption from all 
law, When ever he gives any 
thing, and ſees them labour 1n 
thaoking of him, . he exaCcts of them 
to let him alone, and fay rather, 
God be praiſed, God be glorihed 3 
that ſo the thanks may go the right 
way , and thither onely, where 
they 
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they are only due, So doth he alſo 
before giving make them ſay their 
Prayers firſt, or the Creed, and ten 
Commandements, and as he finds 
them perfeG@,rewards them the more. 
For other givings are lay, and ſecu- 
lar, but this is to give like a Prieſt, 
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CHAP. XIIL. 
The Parſon's Church. 


Lo Countrey Parſon hath a 
ſpecial care of his Church, that 
all things there be decent, and befit- 
ting his Name by which it 1s called, 
Therefore firſt he takes order, that 
all things be in good repair; as walls 
plaiſtered, . windows glazed, floor 
paved,ſeats whole,firm, and uniform, 


eſpecially that the Pulpit, and Desk, 


and Communion Table, and Font be 
as they ought, for thoſe great duties 
that are performed in them. Second- 
ly, that the Church be ſwept, and 
kept clean without duſt,or CO 


and at gteat feſtivals ſtrawed, an 
ſtuck 


CC ——— 


% , 


— 


4 _—_— ps a A * . = , hi "a ve & 'S 4 
48 The Parſon's Church.” 


Wk. 


ſtuck with boughs, and perfumed: . 
with incenſe. Thirdly, That there 
be fit, and proper texts of Scripture 
every where painted, and that all the 
painting be grave, and reverend, not 
with light colours, or fooliſh anticks, 
Fourthly, Thar all the books appoine 
ted by Authority be there, and thoſe 
not eorn, or fouled, but whole and 
clean, and well bound; and that 
there be a fitting, and Gightly Com- 
munion Cloth of fire linnen, with an 
handſome, and ſeemly Carpet of good 
and coſily Stuff, or Cloth, and all kept 
ſweet and clean, in a ſtrong and decent 
Cheſt, with a Chalice, and Cover, and 
4 Stoop or Flagon ;, and. a Baſon for 
Almes and Offerings + beſides which, he 
hath a Poor-mans Box conveniently 
ſeated, to receive the Charity of well 
minded people, and to lay up treaſure 
for the ſick and needy. And all this 
he doth, not as out of neceſlity, oras 
putting a holineſs in the things, but 
as deliring to keep the middle way 
between ſuperſtition, and flovenli- 
nels, and. as following the Apottles 
two gicat and admirable Rules In 
things 
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thiogs of this nature { The firſt where» 
of is,, Let all things be done decently, 
and in order : The ſecond, Let af 
things be done t0 edification, I Cor,14- 
For theſe two rules comprize and jn- 
clude the double objeft of our duty, 
God, and our neighbour :; the firſt 
being for the honour of God ;, the 
ſecond for the benefit of our neigh- 
bour, So that they excellently {core 
out the way, and fully, and exactly 
contain, eyen inexterbaland indiffe- 
rent things, what,courſe is to be ta- 
ken 5 and put them to great ſhame, 
who deny the Scripture to be perfect, 
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CHAP. XIV, 
The Parſon in Circuit, 


"He Countrey Parſon upon the 
afternoons in the week-days, 
takes occaſion ſometimies to viſit in 
perſon, now one quarter cf his Patiſh, 
now another, For there he ſhall find 
his flock moſt naturally as they ares 
wallowiog in the midſt of their af- 
E fairs! 
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The Pavlon in Circuit. 
fairs - whereas on Sunday it is eafie 
for them to compoſe themſelves to 
order, which they put on as their ho- 
ly-day cloathes, aud come to Church 
in frame, but commonly the next day 
put off both. When he comesto any 
houſe, firſt he blefſeth it, and then as 
he finds the perſons of the houſe im- 
ployed, fo he forms his diſcourſe. 
Thofe that he finds religiouſly im- 
ployed, he both commends them 
much, and furthers them when he is 
gone, in their imployment ; as if he 
finds them reading; ' he furniſheth 
them'with good books; if curing poor 
people, he ſupplies them with Re- 
ceipts, and inſtructs them further in 
that skill, ſhewing them how accep- 
table ſuch works are. to Gad, and 
w:ſhing themever to do the Cures 
with their one hands, and not to put 
them over to ſervants, Thoſe that he 
finds bnſte in the works of their cal- 
ling, he commendeth them alſo : for 
It isa good and juſt thing for every 
one to do their own buſineſs, But 
then he admontſheth them of two. 
things 3 firſt that they dive not too - 

deep 
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deep into worldly affairs, plunging 
themſelves over head and eares into 
carking and caring z but that they ſo 
ur,as neither to labour anxiouſly, 
nor diſtruſtfully, nor profancly. Then 
they labour anxiouſly, when they o- 
verdo it, to the loſs of their quiet, 
and health : then diſtruſtfully, when 
they doubt Gods providence, think- 
ing that their own labour is the cauſe 
of their thriving, as if it were in their 
own hands to thrive;or not to thrive, 
Then they labour profanely, when they 
ſet themſelves to work like brute beaſts, 
never raiſing their thoughts to God, wor 
ſan@ifying their labour with daily pray= 
er ; when on the Lords day they do un- 
meceſſary [ervile work, or iu time of di- 
vine ſervice on other holy dayes, except 
in the caſes of extreme poverty, and in 
the ſeaſons of Seed-time, and Harveſs, 
' Secondly, he adviſeth them ſo to 
labour for wealth, and maintenance 
as that they make not that the end 
of their labour, but that they may 
have wherewithall to ferve God the 
better, and 'do gaod deeds, Af- 
ter theſe diſcourſes, if they be poor 
E 2 and 
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and needy, whom he thus finds la: 
bouring, he gives them ſomewhat 3 
and opens not'only his mouth, but his 
purſc'to their relief, that ſo they go 
on more cheerfully in their vocation, 
and himſeli be ever the more wel- 
come to them, Thoſe that the Par- 
fon finds idle; or ill imployed, he 
chides not at firſt, for that were nei- 
ther civil, nor profitable ; but always 
in the cloſe, before he departs from 
them: yetin this he diſtinguiſhethz 
forif he bea- plain countryman, he 
reproves him plainly ; for they are 
not ſenſible of fineneſle : if they be of 
higher quality, they commonly are 
quick,and ſenſible, & very tender of 
. Treproof : and therfore he lays his diſ- 
courſe ſo, that he comesto the port 
very leiſurely, and oftentimes, as Na- 
than did, in the perſon of another, 
makivg them to reprove them- 
ſelves. « However , one way or ©04 
ther, he ever reproves them, that he 
may keep himſelf pure, and not be 
Intangled in others fins-+ ' Neither 
1m this doth-he forbear, though there 

be company by : for 2s. when 'the | 
; oftence 
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offence 1s particular, and ag2inſt c me; 
I am to follow our Saviours rule; 
and to take my brother aſide, 
and reprove him; ſo when the of- 
fence is publick, and againſt God, 
{ am then to follow. the Apolttes 
rule, 1 Timothy 5. 20. and tO re» 
buke openly that which 1s done os 
penly, Befides theſe occaſional 
diſcourſes, the Parſon queſtions 
what order is kept in the houſe, 
as about prayers morning and E- 
vening on their knees, reading of 
Scripture, catechizing, ſinging of 
Pſalms at their work, and on holy 
dayes; who canread, who not ; and 
ſometimes, he hears the children reed 
himſelf, and bleſleth, encouraging al- 
ſo the ſervants to learn to read, and 
offering to have them taught on ho- 
 ly-dayes by his, ſervants. It the 
Parſon were aſhamed of particu- 
Jarizing in theſe things, he were 
not fit to be a Parſon -- but he 
holds the Rule, that Nothing 1s lit- 
tlein Gods fervice - It it once have 
the honour of that Name, 1t grows 
great inſtantly. Wherefore neither 
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diſdaineth he to enter into the poor- 
elt Cottage, though he even creep 
into it, and though it fell never fo 
lothſomly. For both God is there 
alſo, and thoſe for whom God dyed : 
and ſo much the rather doth he fo, as 
his acceſle to the poor is more come 
fortable, then to the rich z and in re« 
gard of himſelfe, it is more humiliati- 
on. Theſeare the Parſons general 
aims 1n his Circuit ; but with theſe he 
mingles other diſcourſes for converſa- 
tion ſake, and to make his higher 
purpoſes {lip the more eaſily. 


CHAP. AV. 
The Parſon Comfarting. 


He Countrey Parſon, when any 

$ of his Gure is fick, or afflicted 
with loſſe of friend, or eſtate, or any 
ways diſtreſied, fails not to afford his 
beſt comforts, and rather goes to 
them, then ſends for the effiifted, 
though they can,and otherwiſe ought 
to come to him, To this evd he hath 
throughly 


I 


wn he o 8 42 2 ©. 57 = @ > 


”. 2 — 
ET. 
e FLLIEEL 
© SS ” # 


p _ 
L-. 
—_— - 4. 
4 
— . : < 
A 
_ - 


throughly digeſted all the points of 
conſolation. as having continual uſe 
of them, ſuch as are from God general 
providence extended even to hllies ; 
from his particular, to hisC hurch ; 
from his promiſes, from the examples 
of all Saints, that ever were ;. from 
Chriſt himſelf, perfecting our Re- 
demption-no other way, then by ſor- 
row ; from the Benefit of affliction, 
which ſoftens, and works the ftub- 
born heart of man ; from the certain- 
ty both of deliverance, and reward, 
if we faint not ; from the miſerable 
compariſon of the moment of griefs 
here with the weight of joyes here- 
afcer. * Beſides this, in bis viſiting 
the ſick, or otherwiſe afflifted , he 
followeth the Churches counſel, name- 
ly, in perſwading them to particular 
confeiſuon , labouring to make them 


underſtand the great good uſe of 


this antient and pious ordinance, 
and how meceſſary it is ' in ſome 
caſes 5 be alſo urgeth them to 
do ſome pious charitable works, 
ar a neceſſary evidence and fruit 
of their faith , at that time eſpeci- 
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ally : the participation of the holy $a: 
crament, how comfortable, and Sove- 
raipn a medicine it is to all ſin. ſick ſouls, 
what ſtrength, and joy, and peace it ad- 
miniſters + all temptations, even 
to death it ſelf, he plainly, and generally 
intimateth to the diſaffetted, or ſick, 
perſon , that ſo the hunger and 
thirſt after it may come rather from 
themſelves, then from his perſwaſs« 
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CHAP. XVI. 
The Parſon a Father. 


1 = Countrey Parſon 1s not only a 

Father to his flock, but alſo pro- 
feſleth himiſc]t throughly of the opt- 
nion, carrying 1t about with him as 
tully. as 1t he had begot his whole 
Pariſh. And of this he makes great 
uſe. For by this means, when any 
fins, he hateth him not as an officer, 
but pitites him as a Father : and 
even in thoſe -wrongs which either 
11 tything, or Otherwiſe are done to 


his 
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his own perſon, he confi ders the of- 
tender as a child, and forgives, ſo he 
may have any fign of amendment ; fo 
alſo. when after many admoniti« 
ons, any continue to be refractory, 
yet he gives him not over, but 1s long 
before he proceed to diltnheriting, 
or perhaps never goes ſo far; know- 

ing, that ſome are called at the ele- 
venth hour, and therefore he ſtil] ex- 
pedts, and-waits, leaſt he ſhould de- 
termine Gods hour of coming , which 
as he cannot, touching the laſt day, 
ſo neither couching the intermediate, 
days of Converſiog. 


CHAP, XVII 
The Parſon in Journey, 


He Countrey Parſon, when a 

Jaſt occaſjon calleth him out of 

hs Pariſh (which he diligently, and 
{trictly weigheth, his Pariſh beiog all 
his joy, and thought) leaveth not his 
Miniſtry behind him 3 but is himſelt 
where 
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where ever he is. Therefore thoſe 
he meets on the way he bleſſeth audi- 
bly, and with thoſe he overtakes or 
that overtake him, he begins good 
diſcourſes, ſuch as may edifie, inter- 
poſing ſometimes ſome ſhort, and ho- 
neſt refreſhments, which may make 
his other diſcourſes more welcome, 
and lefs tedious. And when he comes 
to his Inn, he refuſeth not to joyn, 
that he may enlarge the glory of God 
to the company he is in, by a due 
bleſſing of God for their ſafe arrival, 
and ſaying grace at meat, and going 
to bed by giving the Hoſt notice, that 
he will have prayers in the hall, wi- 
ſhing him to inform his gueſts there- 
of, that if any be willing to partake, 
they may reſort thither, The like 
he doth in the morning, uſing plea- 
ſantly the outlandiſh proverb, that 
Prayers and Provender never hinder 
Journey, When he comes to avy 0- 
ther houſe, where bis kindred, or 0- 
ther relations give him any authority 
over the Family, if he be to ſtay for a 
time, he conſiders diligently the ſtare 


thereof to God-ward;and that in two 
points : 


h — 


\ The Parſon in Journey. 


59 


J— 


point : Firſt, what diſorders there are 
either in Apparel, or Diet,or too open 
a Buttery, or reading vain books, or 
ſwearing or breeding up children to 
no Calling,but in idleneſs,or the like, 
Secondly, what means of Piety, whe- 
ther dayly prayers be uſed, Grace, 
reading of Scriptures , and other 
good books, how Sundayes , holy: 
dayes, and faſting dayes are kept, 
And accordingly, as he finds any de- 
fect in theſe, he firſt confiders, with 
himſelf, what kind of remedy fits the 
temper of the houſe beſt, and then 
he faithfully, and boldly applycth it; 
yet ſeaſopably, and diſcreetly, by ta- 
king aſide the Lord or Lady ; or A1a- 
fſter and Miſtris of the houſe, and 
ſhewing them cleerly, that they re- 
ſpe them moſt, who wiſh them beſt, 
and that not a defire to meddle with 
others affairs, but the earneſtneſs to 
do all the good he can, moves him to 
ſay thus and thus, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
The Parſon in Sentinel, 


He Countrey Parſon, where e- 

ver he is, keeps Gods watch 
that is, there is nothing ſpoken, or 
done in the Company where he ts, 
but comes under his Teſt and cenſure: 
If it be well ſpoken or done, he takes 
occaſion to commend, and inlarge it 
If i], he preſently layes hold of it, leaft 
the poyſon ſteal into ſome young and 
unwary ſpirits, and poſlefs them even 
before they themſelves heed it. But this 
he doth diſcreetly, with mollifying, 
and ſupplying words ; This was not 
ſo well ſaid, as it might have been 
forborn; We cannot allow this - 
or elſe if the thing will admit inter: 
pretation; Your meaning 1s not 
thus, but thus 5 or, So far indeed 
what you ſay is true, and well ſaid; 
but this will not ſtand. This 1s cal- 
led keeping Gods watch, when the 
baits which the enemy lays in com- 
pany, are diſcovered and avoyded : 


This 


The pm 


— 


lon in Sentinel. 


This is to be on God's fide, and be 
true to his party. Beſides, if he per- 
ceive in company any diſcourſe ten- 
ding toll, either by the wickedneſs 
or quarrelſomneſs thereof, he either 
prevents it judiciouſly, or breaks it 
oft ſeaſonably by ſome diverfion, 
Wherein a pleaſantneſs of diſpoſition 
is of great uſe, men being willing to 
ſell the intereſt, and ingagement of 
their diſcourſes for no price ſooner, 
then that of mirth ; whether the na- 
ture of man, loving refreſbment, 
gladly betakes it ſelf, event the loſs 
of honour. 


CHAP. XIX 
The Parfon in reference, 


He Countrey Parſon 1s ſincere 

and upright in all his relations, 

And firſtyhe is juſt to his Countrey; as 
when he is ſet at an armour, or horſe, 
he borrows them not to. ſerve the 
turn, nor provides (light, and unuſe- 
fal,but ſuch as are every way fitting to 
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do his Countrey true and laudable 
ſervice, when occaſion requires, To 
do otherwile, is deceit z and therefore 
not for him, who is hearty, and true 
in all his wayes, as being the ſervant 
of him in whom there was no guwle, 
Likewiſe 1n any other Country-duty, 
he conſiders what is the end of any 
Command, and then he ſuits things 
faithfully according to that end. Se- 
condly, he carries himſelf very re- 
ſpeCtively, as to all the Fathers of 
the Church, ſo eſpecially to his Dio- 
celan, hanouring him both in word, 
and behaviour, and reſorting un- 
to him in any diftculty, either in his 
ſtudies or 1n his Pariſh. He ob- 
ſerves Viſitations, and being there, 
makes due uſe of them, as of Cler- 
gy councels, for the benefit of the 
Dioceſls, And therefore before he 
comes , having obſerved ſome de: 
fects in the Miniſtry, he then cither 
In Sermon, if he preach, or at ſome 
other time of the day, propounds a- 
mong his Brethren what were. fitting 
ro be done. Thirdly, he keeps good 


Correſpondence with all the neigh» 
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bouring Paſtors round about him, 
performing for them any Miniſterial 
Office, which is not to the pre- 
judice of his own Pariſh. Likewiſe 
he welcomes to his houſe any Mi- 
niſter, how poor or mean ſoever, 
with as joyful a countenance, as if 
he were to entertain ſome great 
Lord. Fourthly,he fulfils the duty, 
and debt of neighbour-hood to all 
the Pariſhes which are near him. 
For the Apoſtles rule Philip. 4. being 
admirable, and large, that we ſhowld 
do whatſoever things are boneft, or juſt, 
or pure, or lovely, or of good report, if 
there be any virtue , or any praiſe. 
And Neighbour-hood being ever re- 
puted} even among the Heathen, as 
an obligation to do good, rather then 
to thoſe' that are further , where 
things are otherwiſe equal, therefore 
| he ſatisfies this duty alſo. Eſpecial- 
ly, if God have ſent any calamity et- 
ther by fire, or famine, to any netgh- 
bouring Pariſh, then he expeCts no 
Brief ; but taking his Pariſh roge- 
ther the next Surday, or ho'y-day, 
and expoſing to them the uncertain- 
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ty of humane affairs, none knowing 
whoſe turn may be next, and then 
when he hath atirighted them with 
this, expoſing the obligation of Cha- 
rity , and neighbourhood, he fir(t 
gives himſelf liberally, and then in- 
cites them to give 5 making together 
a ſum either to be ſent, or, which 
were more comfortable, a1] together 
choofing ſome fit day to carry it 
themſelves, and cheer the AfﬀiCted, 


- So, if any neighbouring village, be 


overburdened with poor, and his 
own leſs charged, he finds ſome way 
of relieviog it, and reducing the Man- 
na,.and bread of Charity to ſome e: 
quality, repreſenting to his people, 
that the Bleſling of God to them 
ought to make them the more chari- 
table, and not the leſs, leſt-he caſt 
= neighbours poverty .on them al- 
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CHAP. XX. 
The Parſon in God's ftead. 


PHE Countrey Parſon is in Gods. 


- ſtead to his Pariſh, and diſcharg- 
eth God what he can of his promis- 
ſes. Wherefore there is nothing done 


either well or ill , whereof he is not. 


the rewarder, or puniſher, If he 
chance to finde any reading in ano- 
thers Bible, he provides him one of 
his own. If he finde another giving 
a poor man p peny, he gives him a 
teſter for it, if the giver be fit to res 
ceive its, orifhe be of a condition a: 
bove ſuch gifts, he ſends him a good 
book, or eaſeth him in his Tithes,tel» 
ling him when he hath forgotten it, 
' this I do becaule at ſuch, and ſuch a, 
time you were charitable. ' This is 
in ſome ſort a diſcharging of God ; as 
concerning this lite , who hath pros 
miſed, that Godlineſs ſhall be gain- 
ful: but in the other God is his own 
Immediate pay-maſter, rewarding all 
good deeds to their full proportion. 
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* The Parſon's puniſhing of fin and 
© vice, is rather by withdrawing his 
*© bounty and conrtefie from the par- 
**ties = hg Keg or by private, or 
** publick reproof, as the caſe re- 
* quires, than by cauſing them to be 
** preſetited , or otherwiſe complain- 
*ed of Atd yet as the malice of 
* the perfon, or hainouſteſs of the 
© crime may be. he is careful to fee 
T condign puniſhment inflited , and 
* With truly godly zeal, without ha: 
« tred to the perſon, hungreth and 
& thirſteth after righteous puniſhment 
** of unrighteouſneſs. Thus both in 
* rewarding vertue , and in puniſh« 
*ing vice, the Parſon endeavoureth 
tro be in God's ſtead, knowing that 
& Countrey people are drawn,or led 
* by ſenſe, more than by faith , by 
* preſent rewards, or puniſhments, 
* more than by future. 
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CHAP. XXL 
The Parſon Catechizing. 


He" Countrey Parſon values 
Catechizing highly - for there 
being three points of his duty, the 
one, to infuſe a competent knows- 
ledge of ſalvation in every one of his 


flock;the other,to multiply, & build 


up this knowledg toa ſpiritual Tem- 
ple; the third, to toflame this know- 
ledge, to preſs, and drive it to pra- 
Cice,turning it to reformation of life, 
by pithy and lively exhortations 5 
Catechizing is the fiſt point,and bur 
by Catechizing, the other cannot be 
attained, Beſides, whereas in Ser- 
mons there is a kind of (tate, in Cate- 
| chizing there is an humbleneſs very 
ſutable to Chriſtian regeneration 3z 
which exceedingly delights him as by 
way of exerciſe upon himſelf, and by 
way of preaching to himſelf, for the 
advancing of his own mortificationz 
For in preaching to others, he forgets 
not himſelf, but is firſt a Sermon to 
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himſelf, and then to others ; growing 
with the growth of his Pariſh. He 
uſeth, and preferreth the ordinary 
Church-Cathechilm, partlyfor obe- 
dience to Authority, partly for Uni- 
formity (ake, -3hat the ſame common 
truths may be every where profel- 
led,, eſpecially ſince many. remove 
fromParith to Pariſh, who like Chri« 
{tian Souldiers are to give the word, 
and to- ſatishe the C ongregation by 
their Catholick anſwers. He ex- 
acts, of al! the DoCtrine of the Cate- 
chiſme ;; -of the younger ſort, the ve- 
ry words; ofthe elder,the ſubſtance, 
Thoſe he Catechifeth publickly , 
theſe privately, giving age honoury 
according to the Apoſtles rule, 1 Tim. 
5. {: He requires all to be preſent at 
Catechizing ; firſt, for the Authority 
of the work 3 Secondly,that Parents, 
and Maſters, as they hear the anſwers 
prove, may when they come. home, 
either commend. or reprove ,- either 
reward or puniſh. Thirdly, ; that 

hoſe of the eldey fort , who'-are not 
well groundedy-msy then by an ho: 
nourable way take' an cccalign to be 
FOI | | better 
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better inſtrutted. *Fourthly ,- thar 
thoſe who are well grown' ia the 
knowledgeof Religion,may examine 
their grounds. renewtheir vows, 'and 
by occaſion of both, inlarge their mes 
ditations, When once all have learn» 
ed the words of the Catechiſm ; he 
thinks it the'moſt uſeful way that''a 
Paſtor can take, to go-over the ſame, 
but in other words: for many ſay the 
Catechitm by rute, as parrats,' with: 
out ever plercing iito'the ſenſe-of 
it, In this courſe" the' order of the 
Catechiſm. -would be . kept , but 
the reſt varied :'as thus, in the 
Creed : How came this world to be 
asitis? Was it made, or came it by 
chance ? Who made it ? Did you fee 
God make it? Then are' there ſome 
things to be believed that are not 
ſeer? [s this the nature of belief els 
not Chriſtianity full of ſuch things, 
as are not to be ſeen, - but” be- 
leved ?.. You ſaid, God made the 
World ; Who is God 2 And fo 
forward , requiring Anſwers to 
all theſe z and helping and chert- 
ſhiog the Anſwerer, by making the 
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Queſtion very plain with comparj- 
ſons, and much even of a word 
of truth from him, This order 
beirg uſed to one, would be a 
little paried to another. And this 
is an admirable way of teaching , 
wherein the Catechized will at 
Jength finde delight, and by which 
the Catechizer, if he once get the 
$kill of it, will draw out of ignos» 
rant and lilly fouls, even the Qark 
and deep points of Religion. 80+ 
crates did thus in Philoſophy, who 
held that the ſeeds of all truths lay in 
every body,and accordingly by que- 
ſtjons well ordered he found Philo, 
ſophy in filly Tradeſ-men, That po- 
fition will not hold in Chriſtianity, 
becauſe it contains things above na- 
ture : but after that the Catechiſm js 
once learn'd, that which nature is to. 
wards Philotophy , the Catechiſm js 
towards Divinity. To this purpoſe, 
ſome dialogues 1n Plato were worth 
the reading, where the fingular dex- 
terity of Socrates in this kind may be 
chſerved,and imitated. - Yet the skill 
conſiſts but ig theſe three points : 
hes "Firſt, 
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Firft, 39 airÞ and mark of the whole 
diſcourſe, whither to drive the An- 
ſwerer, which the .Queſtioniſt mult 
have in his mind before any queftion 
be propquaded , upon which aod to 
which the queſtions are to be chain- 
ed, Secondly, a moſt plain and ea- 
fie framing the queſtion, even con- 
taining 1a vertue the anſwer alſo, 
eſpecially to the more ignorant, 
Thirdly, when the anſwer ſticks, an 
Illuſtrating the thing by ſomething 
elſe, which he knows, making what 
he knows to ſerve him in that which 
he knowsnot: As, when the Parſon 
once demanded after other queſtions 
about mans miſery ; ſince man is fo 
miſerable, what is to be done £ And 
the anſwerer could not tell; He asked 
him again, what he would do, if he 
were 1n a ditch ? This familiar il1u- 
' {tration made the anſwer fo plain, 
that he waseven aſhamed of his igno- 
rance; for he could nat but ſay, he 
would haſt out of it as faſt as he 
could, Then he proceeded to ask, 
whether he could get out of the ditch 
alone, or whether he needed a hel- 
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per, and who wasthat helper. This 


is theskill, and doubtleſs the Holy 
Scripture intends thus much, when 
it condiſcends to the tiaming of a 
plough, a hatchet, a buſhel, leaven, 


. boyes piping and dancing 3' ſhewing 


that things of ordinary uſe are not 


only to ſervein the way of dr udgery 3 


but to be waſhed, and cleanſed, and 
ſerve for lights even' of Heavenly 
Truth. This is the Practice which 
the Parſon ſo much commends to all 
his fellow-labourers ; the ſecret of 
whoſe good: conliſts 11 this . that at 
Sermons and Prayers.men may (leep, 
or wander; but when one is asked a 
queſtion , he muſt diſcover what he 
is. ThispraCtice exceeds even Ser 
mons in teaching : but there being 
two things in Sermons, the one Infor- 
ming , the other Intlaming; as Ser- 
mons come ſhort of queſtions in the 
one, lo they farr exceed them in the 
other, For queſtions cannot inflame 
or raviſh, that muſt be done by a ſer, 
and laboured, and continued ſpeech, 
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CHAP. XXII 


The P arſon in Sacraments. 


HE Countrey Parſon being to 

adminiſter the Sacraments , 1s 
at a ſtand with himſelf, how or what 
behaviour to aſſume for ſo holy 
things. Eſpecially at Communion 
titnes he is in a great confuſion, as 
being not only to receive God, but 
to break and adminiſter him, Nei- 
ther. findes he any i[Jue in this, but 
to throw himſelf down at the throne 
of Grace, ſaying, Lord , thou 
knoweſt what thou didſt, when 
thou appointed'ſt it to be d6ne thus ; 
therefore do thou fulfill what thou 
didd'ſt appoint ; for thou art, not 
onely the feaſt, but the way to it. 
At Baptiſm, being himſelf in white, 
he requires the preſence of all, 
and” Baptizeth not willingly, but'on 
Sundayes, or great dayes. Ne 'ad- 
mits' no vain or idle nawes, but 
ſuch 'as are uſual and accuſtomed, 
He layes that prayer with great 
| devotion, 
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devotion, where God is thanked for 
calling us to the knowledg of his 
grace, Baptiſm being a bleſſing, that 
the world hath nat the like. He wil- 
lingly and cheerfully crofſeth the 
child, and thinketh the Ceremony 
not only innocent,but reverend. He 
inſtrugeth the Godfathers, and God- 
mothers, that itis no complemental 
or light thing to ſuſtain that place, 
but a great honour, and no Jeſs byr- 
den, as being done both 1n the pre- 
ſence of God,& his Saints,and by wa 

of undertaking for a Chriſtian foul 
He adviſeth all to call to minde 
their Baptiſmoften; for if wiſe men 
have thought it the beſt way of pre- 
ſerving a State to reduce it to its 
principles by which it grew great ; 
certainly it is the ſafeſt courſe for 
Chriſtians alſo to meditate on their 
Baptiſm often ( being the firſt ſtep 
into their great and glorious cal- 
ling) and upon what termes, and 
with what vowes they were Baptt- 
zed. Atthe times of the Holy Com- 
munion , he firſt takes order with 
the Church-Wardens, that the ele- 
- ments 
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ments be of the beſt, not cheap, or 
courſe, much leſs ill-raſted, or un- 
wholſom. Secondly , he conſiders 
and looks into the ignorance, or 
careleſneſs of his flock , and accord- 
iogly applies himſelf with Catechi- 
zing, and lively ethortations, not 
on the Sunday of the Communion 
only ( for then it is too Jate ) but 
the Sunday, or Sundayes before the 
Communion , or on the Eves of all 
thoſe dayes, If there be avy, who 
having not received yet 1s to en- 
terinto this great Work, he takes 


the more pains with them , that he . 


may lay the foundation of future 
Bleſſings, The time of every ones 
firſt receiving is not ſo much by 
years, as by underſtanding : parti- 
cularly the rule may be this : When 
any one can diſtioguiſh the Sacras« 


- mental from common bread, know- 


iog the Inſtitution , and the differ- 
ence, he ought to receive, of what 
age ſoever. Children and youth are 
uſually deferred too long, under 
pretence of devotion to the Sacra- 
ment,but it is for want of Rp 
tneLr 
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their underſtandings being ripe e- 
nough for 1II things , and why not 
then for better 2 But Parents and 
Maſters ſhould make haſte 1n this, as 
to a great purchaſe for their children, 
and ervants; which while they de- 
terr , both ſides ſuffer; the one, in 
wanting many excitings of grace; the 
other in being worſe ſerved and 0- 
beyed. The ſaying ofthe Catechiſm 
is necefſary, but not enough; becaule 
to anſwer in form may ſtil] admit 1g- 
norance : but the Queſtions mult be 
propounded looſely and wildelv,and 
then the Anſwerer - will diſcover 
what heis. Thirdly, For the man- 
'ner of recciving, as the Parſorr uſeth 
all reverence himſelf, ſo he admini- 
fters 'to none but to the reverent, 
The Feaſt indeed requires ſitting, be- 
cauſeitis a Feaſtz bur mans unpre- 
paredneſs asks kneeling, He that 
comes to the Sacrament, hath the con- 
fidence ofa Gueſt,and he that kneels, 
confetieth himſelf an unworthy. one; 
and therefore differs from other Fea- 
{ters : but he that fits.or lies, puts up 
co ay Ap »ſtle ; Contentiouſceſs: ina - 
tea(t 
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feaſt of Charity is more ſcandal than 
any poſture. Fourthly,touching the 
frequency of the. Communion , the 
Parſon celebrates it, if not duly once 
a month, yet at leaſt five or fix times 
in the year; as, at Eaſter,Chriſtmaſs, 
Whitſuntide, afore and after Har- 
veſt, and the beginning of Lent, 
And this he doth, not only for the 
benefit of the work , but alſo for the 
difcharge of the Church-wardens, 
who being to preſent all that receive 
not thrice a year ; it there be but 
three Communions , neither can all 
the people fo order their affairs as to 
receive juſt at thoſe times, nor the 
Church-Wardens ſo well take no- 
tice, who receive thrice, and who 
not. 
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CHAP. XXII 
| The Parſon's Completeneſs. 


F. HE Countrey Parſon deſires to 
4. beallto his Pariſh,and not only a 
Paſtor,but a Lawyer alſo,and a Phiſi- 


tian, 
Ss 1 
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tian, Therefore hetendures not that 
any of his flock ſhould $0 to Law 
but in any Controverſie, that they 
ſhould reſort to him as their Judge, 
To this end , he hath gotten ro ime 
ſelf ſome inſight in things ordinarily 
mcident and controverted, by expe» 
rizace, and by reading ſome 1nitia- 
tory treatiſes in the Law , with Dat- 
zon's Juſtice of Peace,and the Abridgs 
ments of the Statutes , as alſo by dif- 
courſe with men of that profeſſion, 
whom he hathever ſome caſes to ask, 
when he meets with them; holdi 
that rule, that to put men to diſcourſe 
of that , wherein they are moſt emi- 
nent, is the moſt gainful way of Con- 
verſation, Yet when ever any cons 
troverlie is brought to him, he never 
decides it alone,bur ſends for three or 
four of the ableſt of the Parith to 
hear the cauſe with him, whom he 
makes to deliver their opinion firſt ; 
out of which ke garhers, incaſe he be 
!gnorant himſelf, what to hold 3 and 
fo the thing paſſeth with more au- 
thority and leſs envy; In judging, 
he follows that , which is altogether 

right ; 
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right; ſo that if the pooreſt man of 
the Pariſh detait but a pin unjuſtly 
from the richeſt ,. he abſolutely re» 
ſtores it as a Judg; but when he hath 
fo done, then he aflumes the Parſon, 
and exhorts to Charity. Neverthe- 
feſs there may happen ſometimes 
fome caſes, wherein he chooſeth to 
permit his Pariſhioners tather to 
make uſe ofthe Law. than himſelf: 
As in cafes of an obſcure and dark 
nature, not eaſily determinable by 
by Lawyers themſelves; or in cafes of 
high conſequence , as eſtabliſhing of 
inheritances: or Laſtly, when the 
perſons in difference are of a conten« 
tious diſpoſition, and cannot be gal- 
ned, but that they ſtill fall from all 
comprotniſes that have been made. 
But then he ſhews them how to go to 
Law, even as Brethren, and not as ene« 
mics, neither avoiding therefore one 
 enothers company, much leſs defaming 
one another, Now as the Parſons 
in Law, fo is he in ſickneſs alſo: 
there be any of his flock (ſick , he 1s 
their Phyſitian , or at leaſt his Wite, 
of whom inſtead of the qualities of 
__ the 
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the world, he asksno other, but'to 
have the skill of healing a woundgor 
helping the ſick. But if neither him- 
{clf nor his Wife have the skill, and 
his means ſerve,he keeps ſome young 
practitioner 1n his houſe for the be- 
nefit of his Pariſh, whom yet he ever 
exhorts not to exceed his bound s,but 
19 tickliſh caſes tocallin help. 1f all 
fail , then he keeps good correſpon- 
dence with ſome neighbour Phyſt- 
tian, and entertains him for the Cure 
of his Pariſh, Yet it 1s eaſte for any 
Scholler to attain to ſuch a meaſure 
of Philick , as may be of much uſe to 
him both for himſelf, and others, This 
1s done by ſeeing one Anatomy,reads 
ing one Book of Philick, having one 
Herbal by him. And let Ferzelins be 
the Phiſick Authour, for he writes 
briefly, neatly, and judiciouſly 5 e- 
ſpecially- let his method of Phiſick be 
diligen]y peruſed, as being the pra= 
Ctical part, and of moſt uſe. Now 
both the reading of him, and the 
knowing of hearbs may be done at 
ſuch times, as they may be a telp and 
a recreation to more divine ſtudies, 
Nature 
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Nature ſerviog Grace both in com- 
fort of diverſion, and the benefit of 


 application,when need requires;as al- 


ſo by way of illuſtration, even as out 
Saviour made plants and ſeeds to 
teach the people: for he was the true 
houfholder, who bringeth out of his 
treaſure things new and old; the old 
things of Philoſophy, and the new of 
Grace; and maketh the one ſerve the 
other. And 1 conceive, our Saviour 


did this for three reaſons: firſt, thar 
by familiar things he might make 


' his Dodtrine {lip the more ealily into 


the hearts even of the meaneſt, Se 


| condly , that labouring people 
(whom he chietly confidered ) might 


have every where monuments of 
his Dofrine , remembring in Gar: 
dens, his Muſtard-ſeed, and Lillies ; 
in the Field , his Seed-Corn, and 


 Tares; and ſo not be drowned alto- 


gether in the works of their vocati- 
on, but ſometimes lift up their minds 


'to better things, even in the mid(t 


of their pains. Thirdly , that he 
might {ct a Copy for Parſons. In 
the knowledge of fimples , wherein 
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the manifold wiſdom of God is won- 
derfully to be ſeen, one thing would 
be carefully obſerved z which 1s, to 
know what hearbs may be uſed in» 
ſtead of drugs of the ſame nature, and 
to make the garden the ſhop: For 
home-bred medicines are both more 
eafie for the Parſons purſe, and more 
familiar for all mens bodies, So,where 
the Apothecary uſeth either for loo- 
ſivg,Rubarb ; or for binding, Bolear- 
mena, the Parſon uſeth damask or 
white Roſes for the one,and plantain, 
ſhepherds purſe, knot-graſs, for the o- 
ther , and that with better ſucceſs, 
As for ſpices, he doth not only pre- 
ter home-bred things before them, 
but condemns them for vanities, and 
ſo ſhuts them out of his family, eſtee- 
ming that there 1s no ſpice compara- 
ble, for hearbs, to Roſemary, Time, 
Savoury , Mints ; -and for Seeds, 
to Fennel, and Carroway-feeds. Ac- 
cordingly for ſalves, his Wite ſeeks 
not the City, but prefers her Garden 
and Ficlds , before all Out-landith 
Gums. And furely Hyſlope, Vale- 
rian, Mercury, Adders-tongue, Yer- 
row, 
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row, Melilot, and St. John's-wort 
made into a Salve; And Elder, Ca» 
momyl, Mallowes, Comphrey and 
Smallage made into a Poultis, have 
done great and rare Cures, In cu: 
ring of any, the Parſon and his Fa» 
mily uſe to premiſe prayers , for 
this is to cure like a Parſon, and this 
raiſeth the aRion from the Shop, to 
the Church, But though the Par- 
ſoo ſets forward all Charitable deeds, 
yet helooks not in this point of cu- 
ring beyond his own Pariſh, except 
the perſon be ſo poor, that he is not 
able to reward the Philitian: for as 
he 1s charitable, ſo he is juſt alſo, 
Now it is a juſtice and debt to the 
Common-wealth he lives in, not to 
incroach on others Profeſſions, but 
to live on his own. And juſtice is the 
ground of Charity. 


CHAP, 


The Parſon arguing. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
The Parſon's Arguing. 


HE Countrey Parſon, if there 
A be any of his Pariſh that hold 
ſtrange Do&rines, uſeth all poſſible 
diligence to .reduce them to the 
common Faith, ' The firſt means he 
uſe th is Prayer, beſeeching the Fas 
ther of lights to open ther eys,andto 
give him power ſo to fit his diſcourſe 
to them , | that it may effeCtually 
pierce their hearts, and. convert 
them, Thc ſecond means 1s a ver 
loving , and ſweet .uſage of them, 
both in going to, and ſending for 
them often, and in finding out cour- 
telies to place on them}; as1n their 
Tithes , or otherwiſe, The third 
meanes is the Obſervation, what 1s 
thz main Foundation, and P1llar of 
their cauſe, wherein they relye; as 


3th: be a Papilt, the Church 1s the * 


hinge he turnes on; if a Schiſmatick, 
ſcandal, Wherefore the Parſon 
hath diligen:ly examined theſe two 
with himſelf, as what the' Church 
IS, 
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is, how it began, how it-proceeded, 
whether it be a rule to it ſelf, whether 
It hath a rule, whether having a rule, 
it ought not to be guided by itzwhe- 
ther anyrule in the world be obſcure, 
and how then ſhould the beſt be fo, 
at leaſt in fundamental things, the 
obſcurity in ſome points being the 
exerciſe of the Church, the light 
In the foundations being the guide 3 
The Church needing both an evi- 
dence, and an exerciſe. $2 for 
Scandal : what ſcandal 1s, when gl* 
ven or taken; whether there being 
two precepts, one of obeying Authou- 
rity,the other of not giving ſcandal, 
that ought not to be preferred, eſpe- 
cially ſftocein dilobeying:here is ſ[can- 
dal alſo: whether things once inditfe- 


rent, being made by the precept of 


Authority more than inditferent,it be 
1n our puwer to omit or refuſe them, 
Theſe and the like points he hath ac- 
Eurately digeſted, having ever b: ſides 
two great helps and powerful per- 
{waders on his (ide; the one, a {trict 
religious life z the other, an hnmble 
and 1agenuous ſearch of trith, being 

unmouved 
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unmoved in arguing, and void of all 
contentiouſneſs: which are two great 
lights able to dazle the eyes of the 
miſ-led,while they confider,that God 
cannot be wanting to them in Do- 
&rine, to whom he 1s ſo gracious in 
Life. 


CHAP. XXV. 
The Parſon puniſhing, 


7 Henfoever the Countrey Par- 

/ ſon proceeds ſo far as to call 
in Authority, and to do ſuch things 
of legal oppoſition either in the pre- 
ſenting or puniſhing of any , as the 
vulgar ever conſters for ſignes of 111 
will : he forbears not 1n any wiſe to 
uſe.the delinquent as before,in his be- 
haviour and carriage towards him, 
not avoiding his company, or doing 
any thing of averſnels, ſave in the 
very att of puniſhment ; neither doth 
he eſteem him for an enemy, but asa 
brother (till, except ſome ſmall and 


temporary eſtrapging may corrobo- 
rate 
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rate the puniſhment to a better ſub- 
duing and humbling of the delin- 
quent; which if .it happily take ef: 
2, he then comes on the faſter,and 
makes ſo much the more of him, as 


| before he alienated himſelf; doub- 


ling his regards, and ſhewing by all 
means, that the delinquents return is 
to his advantage. 
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CHAP, XXVI. 
The Parſon's Eye. 


HE Countrey Parſon at ſpare 

times from action, ſtanding on a 
Hill, and confidering his Flock, diſ- 
covers twa ſorts of vices, and two 
ſorts of vicious perſons, There are 
ſome vices, whoſe natures are al- 
wayes cleer, and evident, as Adul- 
tzry, Murder, Hatred, Lying, &*c. 
There are other vices, whole natures, 
at leaſt in the beginning , are dark 
and obſcure : as: Covetouſnels, 


and Gluttony, So likewiſe there. 
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are ſome perſons, who abſtain not e- - 


ven from knowa (ins; there are 0» 
thers, who when they know a fin e- 
vidently, they commit it not. Itis 
true indeed, they are long a know- 
ing it, being partial to themſelves, 
and witty to others who ſhall re- 
prove them from it, A man may 


| be both Covetous, and Intemperate, 


and yet hear Sermons againſt both, 
and himſelf condemn both in. good 


earneſt : and the reaſon hereof is, 


becauſe the natures of theſe vices be- 
ing not evidently diſcuſled,or known 
commonly, the beginnings of them 
arc not caſily obſervable : and the 
beginnings of them are not obſer- 
ved, becaule of the ſuddain paſſing 
from that which was juſt now law- 


ful, to that which 1s preſertly unlaw-. 


full, even in one continued ation, 
So a man dimng, eats at firſt lawful- 
ly 3 but proceeding on, comes to do 
un] awtiully, even before he 18 aware 3 
n:r knowing the bounds of the aCti- 
on , nor when his eating begins to 
be unlawful. So a man ſtoring up 
mony for his neceflary provjfions , 


both 
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both in preſent for his family, and 
io future for his children , hardly 
perceives when his ſtoring becomes 
unlawful: yet js there a period for 
his ſtoring, and a point, or center, 
when his ſtoring , which was even 
now good , palleth from good to 
bad. Wherefore the Parſon being 
true to his buſineſs, hath exactly 
ſifted the d«finitions of all vertues, 
and vices; eſpecially canvaling thoſe, 
whoſe natures are moſt ſtealing, and 
beginnings uncertain, Particularly, 
concerning theſe two vices, not be- 
cauſe they are all that are of this 
dark, and creeping diſpoſition, but 
for example ſake, and becauſe they 
are moſt common , he thus thinks : 
Firſt, for covetouſnels, he layes this 
ground: Wholoever when a juſt oc- 
calion calls, either ſpends not at all, 
or not in ſome proportion to Gods 
bleſſing upon him, is covetous, The 
reaſon of the ground is maniteſt, be- 
cauſe wealth is given to that end, to 
ſupply our occaſions. Now, if 1 do 
not not give every thing its end, [ 
abuſe the creature, I am falſe to my 
| reaſor 
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reaſon which ſhould guide me , I of- 
fend the ſupreme Judg, in perverting 
that order which he hath ſet both to 
things, and to reaſon, The appli- 
cation, ofthe ground would be infi- 
nite 3 but in brief, a poor manis an 
occaſion, my countrey 1s an occalion, 
my friend is an occation, my Table 
Is an occaſion, my apparel 1s an occa- 
fion: if in all theſe, and thoſe more 
which concern me, -I either do 
nothing, or pinch, and ſcrape, and 
{queeze blood undecently to the ſta+ 
tion wherein God hath placed me, [ 
am Covetous. More particularly, 
and to pive one inſtance for all, if 
God hath given me ſervants,and I ci: 
ther provide too little for them , or 
that which is unwholſome , being 
ſometimes baned meat, ſometimes too 
ſalt, and ſo not competent nouriſh- 
ment, [ am Covetous. I bring this 
example, becauſe men uſually think, 
that ſervants for their money are as 
other things that they buy, even as a 
piece of wood, which they may cut, 
or hack, or throw into the fire, and 


ſo they pay them their wages, all 
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is well. Nay, to deſcend yet more 
particularly, if a man hath where» 
withal to buy a ſpade, and yet he 
chuſeth rather ro uſe his neighbours, 
and wear out that, he is covetous. 
Nevertheleſs, few bring covetoulneſs 
thus low, or confider it ſo narrowly, 
which yet ought to be done , fince 
there 1s a juſtice in the leaſt things, 
and for the leaſt there ſhall be a judg- 
ment. Countrey people are full of 
theſe petty injuſtices, being cunning 
to make” uſe of another, aud ſpare 
themſelves: And Schollers ought to 
be diligent in the obſervation of 
theſe, and driving of their general 
School-rules ever to the ſmalleſt a- 
Ctions of Life ; which while they 
dwell in their books, they wHl ne- 
ver finde; but being ſeated in the 
Countrey , and doing their duty 
faithfully, they will ſoon diſcover : 
efpecially if they carry their eyes e- 
ver open, and fix them on their 
charge, and not on their preterment., 
Secondly, for Gluttony, The Parſon 
lays this ground , He that either for 
quantity cats more than his health 
or 
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or imployments will bear, or for 
quality is licorous after dainties, is 
2 Glutton ; as he that eats more 
than his «ſtate will bear, is a 
Prodigal ; and he that eats offen- 
ſively tothe Company, either 1n his 
order, or lerigth of eating, 1s ſcan» 
dalous and uncharitable. Theſe three 
rules generally comprehend the 
faults of eating, and the truth of 
them needs no proof : ſo that men 
mult eat, neither to the diſturbance 
of their health, nor of their affairs, 
( which being over-burdened , or 
{tudying daintics too much , they 
cannot well diſpatch) nor of their e: 
ſtate, nor of their brethren, One act 
In theſe things is bad, but it 1s the cu- 
- ſtome and habir that names a Glut- 
ton, Many think they are at more 
liberty than they are, as if they were 
Maſters ot their health, and ſo they 
will (tand to the pain, all 1s well 
But to eat to ones hurt,comprehends, 
belides the hurt, an aCt againſt rea- 
fon, becauſe it is unnatural ro hurt 
ones felt; and this they are not ma- 
ſters of, Yet of hurtful things, [I 
am 
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am more bound to abſtain from 
thoſe, which by mine own experience 
I have found hurtful, then from thoſe 
which by a Common tradition, and 
vulgar knowledge are reputed to 
be ſo. That which is ſaid of hurt: 
ful meats, extends to hurtful drinks 
allo, As for the quantity , touch- 
ing our imployments , none muſt 
eat ſo, as to diſable themſelves from 
a fit diſcharging either of Divine 
*dutics, or duties of their calling. 
So that if after Dinner they are not 
fit (or un-weeldy ) either to pray, 
or work, they are Gluttons, Not 
that all muſt preſently work after 
Dinner ; ( For they rather muſt not 
work, eſpecially Students, and thoſe 
that are weakly, )) but that they 
muſt riſe ſo, 2s that it is not meat, 
or drink, that kinders them from 
working, To guide them in this, 
there are three Rules: Firſt, the 
cuſtome and knowledge of their 
own body, and what it can well 
diſgeſt : The ſecond, the feeling 
of themſelves in time of eating,which 
becauſe it is deceitful 5 ( for: one 


thinks 
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thinks in eating, that he can eat 
more, than afterwards he finds true:) 
The 'third 1s the obſervation with 
what appetite they fit down. This 
laſt rule joyned with the firſt, never 
fails. For knowing what one uſu- 
ally can well diſgeſt, and feeling 
when | go to meat 1n what diſpoſt- 
tion I am, either hungry or not, ac- 
cording as I feel my ſelf, either 1 
rake my wonted proportion, or dis 
miniſh of it. Yet Phyſitians bid” 
thoſe that would live in health, not 
keep an uniform diet, but to feed 
variouſly, now more, now leſs: And 
Gerſon, a (ſpiritual man, wiſheth all to 
incline rather to too much, than to 
roO little ; his reaſon 1s, becauſe diſ- 
eaſes of exinanition are more dange- 
- Tous, than diſeaſes of repletion. - But 
the Parſon diſtinguiſheth accord- 
ing to his double aim, either of 
Abſtinence a Moral vertue, or Mor- 
tification a Divine, When he deals 
with any that 1s heavy, and carnal ; 
he gives him thoſe freer rules: 
but when he meets with a refined, 
and heavenly diſpolition, he carries 
them 
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them higher.even ſometimes to a for- 
getting of themſelves, knowing that 
there is one, who when they forget, 
remembers for them 3 As when the 
people hungred and thirſted after 
our Saviours Doctrine, and tarried fo 
long at it, that they would have fain- 
ted, had they returned empty. He 
ſuffered it not ; but rather made food 
miraculouſly, then ſuffered ſo good 
deſires to miſcarry. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 
The Parſon in Mirth. 


HE Countrey Parſon is gene- 

rally fad, becauſe he knowes 
nothing but the Croſs of Chriſt, his 
mine being dcfixed on, and with 
thoſe nails wherewith his Maſter was : 
or if he have any leiſure to look off 
from thence, he meets continually 
with two moſt fad ſpeCtacles , Sin, 
and Miſery ; God diſhonoured ' eve- 
ry day ; and man afflicted, Never- 
theleſs, he ſometimes refreſheth him- 


{elf, 
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ſelf, as knowing that nature will not 

bear everlaſting droopings, and that 
pleaſantneſs of diſpoſition: is a great 
key to do good not only becauſe 
all men ſhun the company of perpe- 
tual ſeverity, but alſo for that when 
they are in company , inſtructions 
ſeaſoned-with pleaſantneſs , both ens ' 
ter ſooner, and root deeper, Wheres 
fore he condeſcends to humane frail- 
ties both in himſelf and others ; and 
mtermingles ſome mirth in his dif- 
courſes occafionally,accordipg to the 
pulſe of the hearer, 
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CHAP. XXVIIL, 
The Parſon in Contempt, 


TT HE Countrey Parſon knowes 
well, that both for the general 
ignominy, which is caſt upon the pro- 
feflion , and much more for thoſe 
rules, which out of his choiſeſt judge: 
ment, he hath reſolved to obſerve, 
& which are deſcribed in this Book, 
he muſt be deſpiſed 3 becauſe this 

hath 
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bach beenche portion ofodl bis Mi: 


. ſer, and of Gods Saints Kits Brethren, 


this is foretold, that it ſhall be 


{o till, until things be no thore. Ne- 


vertheleb, according tothe Apoſtles 


'rule, he endeavours that none ſhall 


deſpiſe him z eſpecially in his own Pa- 
rifh, he ſuffers it not to his utmoſt po- 
wer; for that, where contempt is, 


there is no room for inſtruction. 


This he procures, firſt by his holy and 
nnblameable lite 3 which carrics a re- 
verence with it, even above con- 


tempt. Secondly, by a courteous 
+ carriage, and winning behaviour - he 


that will be reſpeted, muſt reſpe 5 


doing kindnefles, but receiving none 


at leaſt of thoſe, who are apt to de- 
ſpiſe-for this argues a height and emi- 
nency of mind, which is not ealily des 
__, except it degenerate to pride, 
Third 


when occaſion requires : for this may 
produce hatred in thoſe that are re- 

Yroved, but never contempt either 
in them or others, Laſtly, ifthe con- 
rempt ſhall _— far as to do a- 
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| y, by a bold and impartial re- . 
proof, even ofthe beſt in the Pariſh, 


oy 


- y * * 
£ i * , 4 
= =—y Li - 2 - ww, © 
# 
- ” 


i... te 


The Parſon in Contempt. 


— 
" 
- 


- ny thing puniſhable by law, as'con- 
tempt/is apt to do, if it be not thwar- 
' ted, the Parſon having a due reſpe# 
both to the perſon, and' to the cauſe, re- 
ferreth the whole matter to the exami- 
nation, and puniſhment of thoſe which 
are in Authority ; that ſo the ſentedce 
lighting upon one, the example may 
reach'to all. Burt if the Contempt be 
not puniſhable by Law, or being fo, 
'the Parſon think it in his diſcretion 
either unfit, -or bootleſs to contend, 
then when any deſpiſes-him, he takes 
It either in an humble way, ſaying no- 
thing at all ; orelſe in a {lighting way, 
ſhewiog that reproaches touch him 
no more, then a {tone thrown againſt 
heaven, where he 1s, and lives 5 orin 
a ſad way, grieved at his own, and 
others fins, which continually break 
Gods Laws, and diſhonour him with. 
. - thoſe mouths, which-he continually 
fils, and feeds : orelſe ina doQtinal 
way, ſaying to the contemner, Alas, 
why do you thus ? you hurt your 
ſelf, not me ; he that throws a ſtone 
at another, hits himſelf ; and fo be- 
tween gentle reaſoning, and pitying, 
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he overcomes the evil : or laſtly, in 
a Triumphant way,. being glad, and 


joyful, that he is made conformable 
to his Maſter ; and beiog in the world 

as he was, hath this undoubred 
* pledge of his ſalvation. Theſe are 
the five thields, wherewith the God- 
ly receive the darts of the wicked 3 
leaving anger, and retorting, ang re- 
verge to the children of the world, 
whom anothers ill maſtereth , and 
leadeth captive without any  reſi- 
ſtance, even in reſiſtance, to the ſame 
deſtruction, For while they reſiſt 
the perſon that reviles, they reſiſt not 
the evil which takes hold of them, 
and is far. the worſe enemy, 
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CHAP. XXIX, 
The Parſon with bis Church-War- 
aens. 


T'He Countrey Parſon doth often, 
both publickly, and privately in- 
ftrudt his' Church: Wardens, what a 
H 2 oreat 


— 


The Parſon with his 
great Charge lies upon them, and 
' that indeed the whole order and dif- 
cipline of the Pariſh is put ijuto their 
hands. If himfelf reform avy thing, 
it is out of the overflowing of his 
Conſcience, - whereas they are to do 
it by Command, and by Oath. Ne1- 
ther hath the place its dignity from 
the Eccleſiaſtical Laws only, ſince e- 
ven by the Ccmmon Statute-Law 
they are taken for a kind of Corpo» 
ration, as being perſons enabled by 
that Name to take moveable goods, 
or chattels, and to ſue, and to be ſued 
at the Law concerning ſuch goods for 
the uſe and profit of their Pariſh: and 
by the ſame Law they are to levy pe- 
nalttes for negligence in reſorting te 
Church, or for diſorderly carriage tn 
time of divine ſervice. Wherefore the 
Parſon ſuffers not the place tobe vili- 
fied or debaſed, by being caft on the 
lower rank of people ; but invites and 
urges the belt unto it, ſhewing that 
they do not looſe, or go leſs,but gain 
by it; it being the greateſt honor of 
this world, to do God and his choſen 
ſervice; or as David lays, to be even 
a 


: ſink. 


by Church-Clardens. 
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« door-keeper in the houſe of God. 
Now the Canons being the Churche 
Wardens rule, the Parſon adviſeth 
them to read, or hear them read -of+ 
ten, as alſo the viſitation Articles, 


Which are grounded- upon the Ca- 


nons, that ſo they may know their 


duty, and keep their oath the bet- 


ter, in which regard, conſidering the 
great Cqnſequence of their place, 
and more of their oath, he witheth 
them by no means to ſpare any, 
though never ſo great; but if after 
gentle, and neighbourly admonitions 
they (till perſiſt in ill,to preſent themz 
yea though they be tenants, or others 
wiſe ingaged to the delinquent : for 
their obligation to God, and their 
own ſoul, is above any temporal tye. 
Do well and right, and let the world 
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CHAP. XXX. 
The Parſon's Conſideration of Pro- 


dence. 


He Countrey Parſon confider- 

ing the great aptneſs, Countrey 
people have to think that all things 
come by a kind of naturall courſe 3 
and that if they ſow and foyle their 
grounds, they muſt have corn; if 
they keep and fodder well their 
cattel, they muſt have milk, and 
Calves; labours to reduce them to 
ſee Gods hand in all things, and to 
believe, that things are not ſet in ſuch 
an inevitable order, but that God 
often changeth it according as he ſees 
fit, either for reward or puniſhment. 
To this end he repreſents to his flock, 
that God hath, -and exerciſeth a 
threefold power 1n every thing which 
cuncerns man. 'The firſr is a fu- 
ſtaining power ; the ſecond a govern- 
Ing power ; the third, a ſpiritual 
power, By his ſuſtaiping power he 
| preſerves 
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preſerves and. atuates every thing in 
his being 3 ſo that corn doth not 
grow by any other vertue, then by 
that which he continually ſupplyes,as 
the corn needs it ; without which 
ſupply the corn would inſtantly dry, 
up, as a river would, it the fountain. 
were {tgpped. And it is obſervable, 
that if any thing could preſume of an. 
inevitable courſe, and conſtancy in 
their operations, certainly 1t ſhould 
be either the ſun in heayen,or the fire 
on earth, by reaſon of their fierce, 
{ſtrong and violent natures: yet when 
God pleaſed,the ſun ſtood ſtil,the fire 
burned not,By Gods governing pow- 
er, he preſerves and orders the retes 
rences of things one to the other, ſo 
that though the corn do grow, and 
be preſerved in that aGt by his ſuſtain- 
ing power, yet if he ſuit not other 
things to the growth, as ſeaſons, and 
weather, and other accidents, by 
his governing power, the faireſt har- 
velts come to nothing. And it1s obſer- 
vable, that God delights to have 
men feel, and acknowledg, and reve- 
rence his power, and therefore he of- 
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ten overturns things, when they are 
thought paſt danger z that is his time 
of interpoſing - As when a Merchant 
hath a ſhip come home after many 4 
ſtorm, which it hath eſcaped, he de- 
ſtroyes it ſometimes in the very Ha- 
ven; orifthe goods be houſed,a fire 
hath broken forth,and ſuddenly con- 
ſamed them. Now this he doth, that 
men ſhould perpetuate,and not break 
off their as of dependance, how fair 
ſoever the opportunities | preſent 
themſe!ves.So that if a Farmer ſhould 
depend upon God all the year, and 
being ready to put hand to fickle, 
ſhall then ſecure himſeIf,and thiok all 
cock ſure 3 then God ſends ſuch wea- 
ther, as lays the corn, and deſtroys it: 
or if he depend on God further,even 
till he imbarn his corn,and then think 
all fure; God ſends a fire, and con- 
ſumes all that he hath : For that he 
ought not to break off, but to conti- 
nue his dependance on God, not only 
before the corn 1s inned, but after al» 
ſo; and indeed, to depend, and fear 
continpally. The third power 1s ſpt- 


Fitual, by which God turps all out- 


yard 
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ward bleſſings to inward advantages, 
So that if a Farmer hatb both a fair» 
harveſt, and that alſo well inved, and 
imbarned, and continuing ſafe there; 
yet if God give him not the Grace to 
ule and utter this well, all his advan- 
tagesare to his loſs, Better were his 
corn burnt, then not ſpiritually im- 
proved, And it is obſervable in 
this, how Gods goodneſs ſtrives with 
mans refra@torineſs ; Man would fit 
down at this world, God bids him 
ſell it, and purchaſe a better ; Juſt as 
a Father, who hath in his hand an ap- 
ple, and a piece of Gold under it ; the 
Child comes, and with pulling, gets 
the apple out of his Fathers hand : 
his Father bids him throw it away, 
and he will give him the gold fort, 
which the Child utterly refuſiug, eats 
it, and is troubled with worms : So is 
the carnal and wilful man with the 
worm of the grave in this world, and 
the worm of Conſcience in the next. 
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CHAP, XXXL 
The Parſon i#n Liberty. 


þ Countrey Parſon obſerving 
the manifold wiles of Satan 
(who playes his part ſometimes 1n 
drawing Gods Servants from him, 
ſomerimes in perplexing them in the 
ſervice of God) ſtands faft in the Li- 
berty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, This Liberty he compal- 
ſeth by one diſtintion, and that 1s, 
of what is Neceſſary, and what is Ad- 
ditionary. As for example : It 1s ne- 
ceſlary, that all Chriſtians ſhould 
pray twice a day, every day of the 
week, and four times on Sunday, it 
they be well. This is ſo neceſlary, 
and efjcntial to a Chriſtian, that he 
| Cannot without this maintain himſelf 
in a Chriſtiap ſtate. © Befides this, the 
Godly have evey- added ſome hours 
of prayer, as at nine, or at three, or at 
mid-night,or as they thigk fit,and ſee 
cauſe, or rather as Gods ſpirit leads 
them, But theſe prayers are not ne- 
cellary, 


Ew 


The Parſon in Libercy, 107 
ceſlary, but additionary. Now it ſo 
happens,that the godly petitioner ups 
on ſome emergent 1nterruption in the 
day, or by over{leeping himſelf at 
night, omits his additionary prayer. 
Upon this his mind begins to be per- 
plexed,and troubled,and Satan, who 
knows the exigent,blows the fire, en- 
deavouring to diforder the Chriſtian, 
6 put him out of his ſtaion,and to in- 
large the perplexity, until it ſpread,6e 
taint his other duties of piety, which 
none can perform ſo well in trouble, 
asincalmneſs. Here the Parſon iater- 
poſeth with his diſtinftion, and ſhews 
the perplexed Chriſtian, that thispray- 
er being additionary, not neceſlary 5 
taken in, not commanded, the omiſli« 
on thereof upon juſt occaſion ought 
by no means to trouble him, God 
kvows the occaſion as well as he, and: 
He is as a gracious Father, who more 
accepts a common courſe of devotion, 
then diſlikes an occaſional interrupti- 
on. ' And of this,he is ſo to aſſure him- 
ſelf, as to admit no ſcruple, butto go 
on as cheerfully,as if he had not been 
ioterrupted, By this it is evident, that 
the 
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the diftinction is of fingular uſe and 
comfort, eſpecially to pious minds, 
which are ever tender, and delicate. 
But here there are two Cautions to be 
added.Firſt,thatthis interruption pro- 
ceed not out of ſlackneſs.or coldneſs, 
which will appear if the Pious ſoul 
foreſee and prevent ſuch interrupt}- 
ons, what he may,before they come, 
and when for all that they do come, 
he be a little affeted therewith, bue 
not afflicted, or troubled ; if he reſent 
It to a miflike bur not a grief.Second- 
ly, that this interruption proceed not 
out of ſhame. As for example:A godly 
man,not out of ſuperſtition,but of re- 
verence to Gods houſe, reſolves when- 
ever he enters intoa Church,to kneel 
down and pray, either bleſſing God, 
that he will be pleaſed to dwel a- 
mong men; or beſeeching him, that 
whenever he repairs to his houſe, he 
may behave himſelf ſo as befits fo 
great a preſence ; and this briefly.But 
it happens, that, neer the place where 
he is to pray, he ſpies ſome ſcoffing 
rufhan, who is likely to deride him 
for his pains - ifhe now, ſhall _ 
or 
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for fear or ſhame, break his cuſtome, 
he ſhall do paſſing ill: fo much the ra- 
ther ought he to proceed, as that by 
this he may take into his Prayer hu- 
miliation alſo. On the other ſide, if I 
am to viſit the ſick in haſte, and my 
neereſt way lie through the Church, 
I will not doubt to go without ſtaying 
to pray there (but only, as I paſs, in 
my heart becauſe this kind of Prayer 
is additionary not neceſlary, and the 
other duty overweighs it - So that if 
any ſcruple ariſe, will throw it away, 
and be moſt confident, that God is 
not diſpleaſed, This diſtinction may 
run through all Chriſtian duries, and 


+ It isa great ſtay and (ctling toreligt- 
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The Parſon's Surveys. 


T He Countrey Parſon hath not ot 
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ly taken. a particular Survey of _ 


the faults of his own Pariſh, but a ge- 
neral alſo of the diſeaſes of the time, 


that 
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that ſo, when his occafions-carry Inm 
abroad, or bring ſtrangers to him, he 
may be the better armed to encoun- 
ter them: . The great and national fin 
of this: Eand, he eſteems to be Idle- 
nefs;great in it ſeif, and great'in Con- 
ſequence - For when men have no- 
thing to do, then they fall to drink,to 
ſteal, to whore, to ſcoft, to revile, to 
| all ſorts of gamings. Come, ſay they, 
we have nothing to do, lets go tothe 
Tavern, or.to the Stews,or what not ? 
Wherefore the Parſon ſtrongly op- 
poſeth this fin; wherefoever he goes. 
And becauſe Idleneſs is twofold, the 
one in having no calling, the other in 
walking careleſly in our calling, he 
firſt repreſents to every body the ne- 
ceſlity of a vocation. The reaſon of 
this aſſertion is taken from the nature 

of man, wherein God hath placed 

two great Inſtruments, Reaſon -in 

the ſoul, and a hand in the Body, 

as ingagements of working : So 

that even in 'Paradiſe man had a 

calling, and how much more out of 
Paradiſe, when the evils which he is 


now ſubject unto, may be prevented, 
Ft Or 


FA o 
id, — 


pe 


—_— . 


- The Parſon's Burveys. 


I © 
—t——— 
nin — — 


or 'diverted by reaſonable imploys 
ment. Beſides, every gift or ability is 
a talent to be accounted for, and to 
be improved to our Maſters Advan- 
tage. Yet itis alſo a debtto our Coun- 
trey to have a Calling,and it concerns 
the Common-wealth, that none 
ſhould be idle,but all buſied. Laſtly, 
riches are the bleſſing of God,and the 
great Inſtrument of doing admirable 
go00d;therfore all are to procure them 
| honeſtly and feaſonably, when they 
are not better imployed, Now this 
reaſon croſſeth'not our Saviours pre- 
cept of ſelling what we have, becauſe 
when we have fold all, and given it 
to the poor, we muſt not be idle, but 
labour to get more, that we may 
give more, according to St. Paxls 
rule, Epheſ. 4.28. 1 Theſ. 4.11, 12, 
So that our Savionrs ſelling is fo . far 
from croſſing Saint. Pauls working, 
that it rather ftabliſherh- it, ſince 
they that have nothing, are fitteſt 
to work. Now becauſe the onely 
oppoſer to this DoCtrine is the Gal- 
lant, who is witty enough to a- 
buſe both others, and himlſclf, a 
J who 
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ſhoes, or what he ſhall do? There- 
fore the Parſon unmoved, ſheweth, 
that i--genuows and fit imployment 
is never wanting to thoſe that ſeek 
it, But if it ſhould be, the Aſer- 
tion ſtands thus: All are either to have 
a Calling, or prepare for it - Hethat 
hath or can have yet no imployment, 
if he truly, and ſeriouſly prepare for 
it, he is ſafe and within bounds. 
Wherefore all are either preſently to 
enter into a Calling, if they be fit for 
It, and it for them 3 or elſe to exa- 
mine with caregand advice,what they 
are fitteſt for, and to prepare for that 
with.all diligence, But it will not be 
amiſs in this exceeding uſeful point 
to deſcend to particulars: for exaCt- 
neſs lyes in particulars. Men are &t- 
ther {ingle, or marryed - The mar- 
ryed and houſe-keeper hath his hands 
full, if he do what he ought to do, 
For there are two branches of his af- 
fairs ; firſt, the improvement of his fa- 
mily, by bringing them up in the fear 
and nurture of the Lord; and ſecond- 
ly, the improvement of his grounds, 
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by drowning, or draining, or ſtock- 
ing, or fencing, or ordering his land 
tothe beſt advantage both of him- 
ſelf and his neighbours, The Italian 
ſays, None fouls his hands in his own 
buſineſs? and it is an honeſt, and juſt 
care,ſo it exceed not bounds, for eve-: 
Ty one to imploy himſelf to the ad- 
vancement of his affairs, that he may 
have wherewithal to do good, Bur 
his family is his beſt care, to labour 
Chriſtian ſouls, and raiſe them to 
their height,even to heaven ; to dreſs 
and prune them, and take as much 
Joy in a ſtraight-growing childe, or 
ſervant,as a Gardiner doth in a choiſe 
Tree. Could men find out this de- 
light, they would feldome be from 
horhe; whereas now, of any place 
they are leaſt there. But if after 
all this care well diſpatched , the 
| houſe-keepers Family be fo ſmall, 
and his dexterity ſo great , that he 
have leiſure to look out, the Village 
or Pariſh which either he lives 1n,or 1s 
near unto It, is his imployment, He 
cotfiders every one there,and either 
helps thetn in particalar, or hath genes 
ral 
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rai Propotitions to the whole Town 


or Hamlet, of advancing the publick 
Stock, and managing Commons, or 
Woods, according as the place ſug- 
geſts, But if he may be of the Com- 
miflion of Peace, there 1s nothing to 
that : No Commog-wealth in the 
world hath a better Inſtitution then 
that of Juſtices of the Peace : For it 
is both a ſecurity to the King , who 
hath ſo mary diſperſed Officers at his 
beck throughout the Kingdom , ace 
countable tor the publick good; 
and alſo an honourable imploymert 
of a Gentle, or Noble:man 1n the 
Country he lives in, inabling him 
with power to do good, and to res 
ſtrain all thoſe, who elſe might both 
trouble him and the whole Stage, . 
Wherefore it behoves all, who are 
come to the gravity and mripeneſs of 
judgment for ſo excellent a Place, 
not to refuſe, but rather to procure 
it. And whereas there are uſually 
three ObjeCtions made againſt the 
Flace; the one, the abuſe of it, by 
taking petty Countrey bribes; the 


other, the caſting of it on mean per- 
| ſons, 
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ſons, eſpecially in ſome Shires : and 
laſtly, the trouble of it : Theſe are fo 
far trom deterring. any good man 
from the placezthat they kindle them 
rather to redeem the Dignity either 
from true faults, or unjuſt aſperſions. 
Now.for ſingle men, they are either 
Heirs, or younger Brothers : The 
Heirs are to prepare in all the fore- 
mentioned points againſt the time of 
their practice, Therefore they are to 


mark their Fathers diſcretion in ors - 


dering his Houſe and Afﬀairs ;and al- 
ſoelſewhere, when they ſee any re- 
markable point of Education or gcod 
hasbandry, and to tranſplant it in 
time to his own home, with the ſame 
care as others, when they met with 
good' fruit, get a graft of the Tree, 
1oriching their Orchard, and negleCt- 
ng their Houſe, Beſides, they are 
toread Books of Law and Juſtice 3 
eſpecially the Statutes at large, As 
for better Books of Divinity , they 
are not 1n this Conſideration, becauſe 
we are about a Calling, and a prepas- 
ration thereunto. But chiefly, and 
above all things, they are to frequent 
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Seflions and Sizes ; for it is both an 
hom ur which they owe to the Reve- 
rend Judges and Magiltrates, to at- 
tend them at leaſt in their Shire ; and 
It isa great advantage to know the 
pr-=Ctice of the Land ; for our Law is 
Practice, Sometimes he may go to 
Court, as the eminent place both of 
good and 11], At orher times he is 
to ſravel over the King's Dominions, 

cutting out the Kingdome into Pur- 

tions, which every year he ſurveys 
piece-meal, When there is a Parlia- 
mentzhe is to endeavour by all means 
to be a Knight or Burgeſs there; for 
there 1s no School to a Parliament. 

And when he is there,he muſt not on- 

ly bea morning man, but at Commit: 

tees alſo; for there the particulars are 
exadly diſcuſſed, which are brought 
from thence to the Houſe but in ge- 

neral, When none of theſe occaſions 

call him abroad, every morning that 
he is at home he mult either ride the 
Great Horle , or exerciſe lome of his 
Military geſtures. For all Gentlee« 
men that v1e now weakned, and dil: 


aimed with ſcdentary lives , are to 
know 
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know the uſe of their Arms: and as 
the Hasbandman labou:s tor them, 
ſo muſt they fight for, and d- tend 
them, when occaſion calls, This is 
the duty of each to other , which 
they ought to fulfill: And the Par- 
ſog is a lover and exciter to julticc in 
all things, even as Fohn the Baptiſt 
ſquared out to every one ( even to 
Souldiers ) what ro do. As for 
younger Brothers, thoſe whom the 
Parſon finds looſe, and not ingaged 
into ſome Profefiion by their Pa- 
rents, whoſe neglect in this point is 
intolerable, and a ſhameful wrong 
both to the Common: wealth, and 
their own Houle : To them, atter he 
hath ſhew'd the unlawtulneſs of ſpen- 
ding the day in dreſſing, Comple= 
menting, viſiting , and ſporting, he 
firſt commends the (tudy of the Ct- 
vil Law, as a brave, and wile know- 
ledg, the Profeſlors whereof were 
much imployed by & F/iz.becaule it is 
the key of Commerce, & diicovers the 
rules of forrain Nations. Secondly, 
he commends the M:ithematicks, as 
the only wonder: working Knowiedy 
= and 
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and therefore requiring the beſt ſpi- 
rits. After the ſeveral.knowledge of 
theſe, he adviſeth to inſiſt and dwell 
chiefly on the two noble branches 
thereof, of Fortification, and Navi- 
gation; The one being uſeful to all 
Countreys, and the other eſpecially 
to (lands. But if the young Gallant 
think theſe Courſes dull, and phleg- 
matick , where can he bufie himſelf 
better,than 1n thoſe new Plantations, 
and diſcoveries, which are not only 
a noble, but alſo as they may be han- 
dled, a religious jmployment? Or let 
him travel into Germany and France, 
and obſerving the Artitices, and Ma- 
mufactures there, tranſplant them hi- 
ther, as divers have done lately , to 
our Countrey s advantage. 
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The Parſon's Library, 
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| HE Countrey Parſon's Libra- 
ry is a holy Life:for befides the 


bleſiing that that brings upon it,there 
being 


The Parſon's Lihzary. 
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being a promiſe, that if the Kingdom 
of God be firſt ſought , all other 
things ſhall be added, even it i-If is a 
Sermon, For the temptations with 
which a good man 1s beſet, and the 
wayes which he uſed to overcome 
them, being told to another whether 
in private conference, or in the 
Church, are a Sermon. He that hath 
confidered how to cary himſelf at 
Table about his appetite, it he tell 
this to another, preacheth ; and much 
more feelingly., and judicioufly, than 
he writes his rules of temperance out 
of books. So that the Parſon having 
ſtudied and maſtered all his luſts and 
affeftions within, and the-whole Ar: 
my of Temptations without, hath 
ever {0 many Sermons ready penn'd, 
as he hath victories. And it fares in 
this as it doth in Phiſick:He that hath 
been lick of a Conſumption, and 
knowes what recovered him is a Phy- 
ſitian, ſo far as he meets with the ſame 
diſeaſe, and temper': and can much 
better, and particularly do it,than he 
that 1s generally learned, and was nes 
ver lick. Andif the ſame perſon had 
I 4 been 
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been fick of all diſeaſes, and were re- 


covered of all, by things that he 
knew; there were no ſuch Phyfitian 


' as he, both for skil and renderneſs, 


Juſt ſoit is in Divinity , and that not 
without manifeſt reaſon : for though 
the temptations may be diverſe in 
divers Chriſtians, yet the victory 1s 
alike 1n all, being by the ſelf-ſame 
Spirit.: Neither is this true onely 10 
the military ſtate of a Chriſtian life, 
but even 1n the peaceable alſo ; when 
the ſervant of God, freed for a while 
for temptation, in a quiet ſweetneſs 
{ceks how to pleaſe his God. Thus the 
Parian conſidering that repentance 
1s the great vertue of the Goſpel,and 
one of the fir(t (teps of pleaſing God, 
having for his own uſe examined 
the nature of it, is able to explain 
It after toothers. And particularly, 
having doubted ſometimes , whe- 
ther his repentance were true, or at 
Jeaſt in that degree it ought to be, 
ftiace he found himſelf ſometimes to 
weep more for the loſs of ſome tem- 
poral things, than for offending 
God,he came at length to this reſa. 
lution, 
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lution,that repentance is an aCt of the 
mind, not of the Body, even as the 
Original ſignifiesz and that the chief 
thing which God in Scriptures re- 
quires, is the heart, and the ſpirit, 
and to worſhip him in truth , and 
ſpirit. Wherefore in caſe a Chri- 
ſtian endeavour to weep, and can- 
not, ſince we are not Maſters of 
our bodies, this ſufficeth, And con- 
ſequently he found, that the effence 
of repentance, that it may be a- 
like in all Gods children ( which as 
concerning weeping it cannot be, 
ſome being of a more melting tems 
per than others) confiſteth in a true 
deteſtation of the foul, abhorriog, 
and renouncing fin, and turning unto 
Godin truth of heart, and newneſs of 
life : Which a@ts of repentance are 
and muſt be found in all Gods ſer- 
vants: Not that weeping is not uſeful, 
where it can be, that (ſo the body 
may joynin the prief, as it did in the 
fin; but that,ſo the other aCts be, that 
is not neceſfary : ſo that he astruly 
repents who performs the other acts 
of repentance, when he cannot more, 
as 
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as he that weeps a floud of tears, 
This inſtruction and comfort the 
Parſon getting for himſelf, when he 
rellsit to others, becomes a Sermon, 
The like he doth in other Chriſtian 
vertues, as of Faith, and Love, and 
the Caſes of Conſcience belonging 
thereto, wherein (as St, Paul implies 
that he ought, Komars 2.) he firſt 
preacheth to himſelf, and then to 0- 
thers. 


OR —— 


CHAP, XXXIV. 


The Parſon's dexterity in applying 
| of Remedies. 


f Boo Countrey Parſon knows, that 
there is a double ſtate of a Chri- 
ſtian even in this Life, the one mili- 
tary, the other peaceable. The mis 
litary is, when we are aſſaulted with 
temptations either from within or 
from without. The Peaceable. is, 
when the Divel for a time leaves us, 
as he did our Saviour and the Angels 
miniſter 
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miniſter to us their own food, even 
Joy, and peace;.and comfort in the 
holy Ghoſt. Thefe two ſtates were 
in our Saviour,not only in the begin- 
ning of his preaching, but afterwards 
alſo,as Math.22.35. He was tempted: 
And Luke 1o, 21.. He rejoyced in 
in Spirit: And they mult be likewiſe 
in all that is his. Now the Parſon ha- 
viog a Spiritual judgement, accord: 
ing as he diſcoyers any of his Fleck 
to be in one and the other ſtate, fo 
he applies himſelf to them. Thoſe 
that he findes in the peaceable ſtate, 
he adviſeth to be very vigilant, and 
not to let go the rains as ſoon as the 
horſe goes eafte. Particularly , he 
counſelleth them to two things: Firſt, 
to take heed, leſt their quiet betray 
them ( as it is apt to do) toa cold- 
neſs, and careleſneſs 1n their devoti- 
ons,but to labour ſtil] to be as fervent 
in Chriſtian duties,as they remember 
_ themſelves were, when afflictiondid 
blow the coals, Secondly,not to take 
the full compaſs and liberty of their 
Peace: not to eat of all thoſe diſhes 


at table , which even their preſent 
health 
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health otherwiſe admits; nor to ſtore 
their houſe with all thoſe furnitures, 
which even their preſent plenty of 
wealth otherwiſe admits; nor when 
they are among them that are mer- 
ry, toextend them(e]ves to all that 
mirth, which the preſent occafionof 
witand company otherwiſe admits ; 
but to put bounds and hoops to their 
joyes: fo will they laſt the longer, 
and when they depart, return the 
ſooner. If we would judg our ſelves, 
we ſhould not be judged; and if 
we would bound our ſelves, we 
ſhould not be bounded, But if they 
ſhall fear , that at ſuch , or ſuch a 
rime their peace and mirth have car- 
ried them further than this modera- 
tion , then to take Jobs admirable 
Courſe, who ſacrificed leſt his Chil- 
dren ſhould have tranſgreſled in 
their mirth : So let them go, and find 
ſome poor afflicted ſoul, and there 
be bountiful, and liberal; for with 
ſuch ſacrifices God 1s well pleaſed, 
Thoſe that the Parſon finds in the mi-. 
licary ſtate, he fortifies,.& {trengthens: 
with his utmoſt skil. Now in thulc that 


are 
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are tempted , whatſoever is unruly, 
falls upon two heads ; either they 
think, that there is none that can or 
will look after things, but all goes 
by chance, or wit : Or elſe, though 
there be a great Governour of all 
things, yet to them he is loſt, as if 
they ſaid, God doth forſake avd per- 
ſecute them and there is none to de- 
liver them, If the Parſon ſuſpect the 
firſt and find ſparks of ſuch thoughts 
Low and then to break forth , then 
without oppoſing dire&ly ( for dil- 
putation is no Cure for Atheiſm ) be 
ſcatters in his diſcourſe three ſorts of 
Arguments; the fiſt taken from 
Nature, the ſecond from the Law, 
the third from Grace. For Nature, 
he ſees not how a houſe could beet- 
ther built without a builder, or kept 
In repair without a Houſe:keeper. 
He conceives not poſſibly, how the 


" windes ſhould blow fo much as they 


can, and the fea rage ſo much as it 
can, and all things do what they can, 
and all, not only without diſſolution 
of the whole, but alſo of any part,by 
taking away ſo much as the uſual 

| | ſealons 


* The Parſon's dexterity "Ml 


ſeaſons of ſummer and winter, earing 
and harveſt.Let the weather be what 
It will, ſtill we have bread, though 
ſometimes more , ſometimes lels ; 
wherewith alſo a careful Jo/eph might 
meet, He conceives not poſlibly, 
how he that would believe a Divi- 
nity, if he had been at the Creation 
of all things. ſhould leſs believe it, ſee- 
Ing the Prelervation of all things ; 
For Preſervation 1s a Creation ; and 
more, it 1s a continued Creation,and 
a creation every moment. Secondly, 
for the Law,there may be ſo evident, 
though unuſed a proof of Divinity 
taken from thence, that the Atheiſt, 
or Epicurian can have nothing to 
contradict, The Jews yet live, and 
are known : they have their Law 
and Language bearing witneſs to 
them , and they to it : they are Cir- 
cumciſed to this day, and expect the 
promilſes of the Scriptureztheir Coun: 
trey alſois known, the places , and 
rivers travelled unto, and frequen- 
ted by others, but to them an unpe- 
netrable rock, an unacceſſible de- 
ſart. Wherefore if the Jews m_ tl 
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reat wonders of old live 1n them, 
and then who can deny the ſtretched 
out arm of a mighty God ? eſpecially 
ſince it may be a juſt doubt, whether, 
conſidering the ſtubbornneſs of the 
Nation, their living then in their 
Countrey under ſo many miracles 
were a ſtranger thing, than their 
preſent exile, and diſability to live 
in their Countrey. And it Is obſer- 
vable, that this very thing was inten- 
ded by God, that the Jews ſhould 
be his proof, and witneſles, as he 
* calis them, 1aiah 43. 12. And their 
very diſperfion in all Lands, was 1n- 
tended not only for a puniſhment to 
them;but for an exciting of others by 
theirſight, to the acknowledging of 
of God and his power, Pſal. 59. 11. 
And therefore this kinde of puniſh- 
ment was choſen rather. than any o« 
ther, Thirdly,for Grace. Beſides the 
continual ſucceſſion ( fince the Go» 
ſpe! ) of holy men, who have born 
witneſs to the truth, (there being no 
reaſon why any ſhould diſtruſt S. Lake; 
or Tertullian, or Chryſoſtome , more 
than Tuly, Virgil, or Livy ;,) There 
are 
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are two Prophefies io the Goſpel, i 


Which evidently argue Chtiiſts Divi- 
' nity by their ſucceſs : the one concer- | 
ning the woman that ſpent the oint- 
ment on our Saviour, for which he 
told, that it ſhould never be forgot« 
ten, but with theGoſpel it ſelf be prea* 
ched to all ages, Matth. 26, 13. The 
other concerning the deſtruQtion of 
Jeruſalem 5 of which our Saviour 
ſaid , that that generation ſhould 
not paſs , till all were fulfilled , 
Lake 21. 32. Which Joſephus his 
ſtory confirmeth , and -the conti- 
nuance of which Verdict is yet evi- 
dent. To theſe might be added the 
Preaching of the Goſpel in all Na+ 
tions, Matthew 24. 14. which we ſee 
even miraculouſly effected in theſe 

new diſcoveries , God turning mens 
Covetouſneſs, and Ambitions to 

the effecting of his Word. Now a' 
Prophefte is a wonder ſent to Po- 

ſterity , leaſt they complain of want 


of wonders. Iris a letter ſealed,and 
tent,which to the bearer is but paper, 
but to the receiver , and opener, is 
full of power. He that ſaw Chriſt 
open 
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 6pena blind mans eyes, ſaw not more 
Divinity, then he that reads the wo- 
mans oyntment in the Goſpell, or ſees 
Jeruſalem deſtroyed, With ſome of 
thele heads enlarged, and woven in- 

to his diſcourfe, at ſeveral tines and 

occaſions, the Parſon ſefleth wavere 
ing minds; But if he fees them 
neerer deſperation, then Atheiſm ; 
not ſo much doubring a God, as that 
he is theirs;' then he dives unto the 
boundleſs Ocean of Gods Eove, and 
the unſpeakeable riches of his loving 

kindneis. He hath one argumenf un- 

anſwerable. If God hate them, ei- 

ther ke doth it as they are Creatures, 
duſt and aſhes ;'or as they are finful. 
As Creatures, he muſt needs love 

them; for no perfeCt Artiſt ever yer. 
hated his own work. As fioful,he muſt 
mich more Jove them 3; becauſe not- 
withſtanding' his infinite hate of (io, 
his Love overcanie that hate; and 
with” an exceeding great viftory 5 
which in the Creation needed -nor, 


gave them love for love,” even the. 


fon of his love out of his boſome of 


love, Sb tliat n_ Whick way ſoe- 


ver 
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ver he turns, , hath two pledges of 
Gods Love, that in the mouth of two 
or three witneſles every word may 
be eſtabliſhed ; the one in his being, 
the other in his ſinful being : and this 
as the more faulty in him, ſo the more 
glorious in,God. And all may certain- 
ly conclude, that God loves themytill 
either they deſpiſe that Love ; or de« 
ſpair of his Mercy:not any (in elfe, but 
Is bevkiſa his Love ; but the deſpiſi ing 
of Love muſt needs be without it. 
The thruſting away of his arm makes 
us only not embraced. 


CHAP. XXXV, 
The Parfon's Condeſcending. 


He Countrey Parſon is a Lover 

of. old Cultoms, if they be 
good and harmleſs ; and the rather, 
becauſe Countrey people are much 
addicted to them, ſo that to favour 
them therein 1s to win their hearts, 
and to oppoſe them therein is to de- 
zect them, If there be any ill in the cu- 
{tome 
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good, he pares the apple, and gives 
them the clean to feed on. Particular- 
Iy,he loves Proceftion, and maintains 
it, becauſe there are contained therein 
four manifeſt advantages Firt,a bleſ- 
fiog of God for the fruits of the field : 
Secondly, juſtice in the Preſervation 
of bounds : Thirdly, Charity in lo- 
ving walking, and neighbourly ac: 

companying one another, with recon: 
ciling of differences at that time, if 
there be any : Fourthly, Mercy in res 
lieviog the poor by a liberal diftribu- 

tion and largeſs, which at that time 

Is, or ought to be ufed. Wherefore he 
exacts of all to be preſent at the pers 

ambulation , and thoſe that with: 

draw, and ſever themſelves from it, 
he miſlikes, and reproves as unchari: ' 
table and unneighbourly ; and if they 
will not reform, preſents them. Nay, 
he is ſo far from condemning ſuch aſ- 
ſemblies,thathe rather procures them 
tobe often, as knowing that abſence 
breeds ſtrangeneſs, but preſence love. 
Now. love 1s his buſineſs and ain); 
wherefore he likes well, that hits Pa- 
K 2 rith 
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riſh at good times invite one another 
to their houſes, and he urgeth them 
toit : and ſomtimes, where he knows 
there hath been or is a little diffes 
rence, he takes one ofthe parties, and 
goes with him to the other, and all 
dine or ſup together. There 1s much 
preaching in this friendlineſs. Another 
old Cuſtome there 1s of ſaying, when 
light is brought in, God ſend us the 
light of heaven; And the Parſon likes 
this very well; neicher is he affraid of 
prailing,or praying toGod at all times, 
but is rather glad of catching oppor- . 
tunities to do them. Light 1s a great 
Bleſſing, & as great as food, for which 
we give thanks : and thoſe that think 
this ſuperſtitious neither know ſuper- 
ſtition nor themſclves. As forthvle that 
are aſhamed to uſe this form. as being 
old, and obſolete, and nor the faſhi- 
on he reforms, and teaches them, that | 
at Baptiſin they profeſl<d not to be 2: 
ſhamed of Chriſts Croſs, or for any 
ſhame to leave that which is good. 
He that is aſhamed in ſmall things, 
will extend his puſillanimity to great- 1 


xr, Rather ſhould a Chriſtian Soul- 
Jier 
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dier take ſuch occaſions to harden 
himſelf, and to further his exerciſes of 


Mortification. 
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CHAP, XXXVI. 
The Parſon Bleſſing, 


He Countrey Parſon wonders, 

that Bleſfing the people is in ſo 
little uſe with his brethren : whereas 
he thinks it not only a grave, and 
reverend thing, but a beneficial alſo, 
- Thoſe who uſe it not: do fo either out 
of niceneſs, becauſe they like the ſa- 
lutations,and complements,and forms 
of worldly language bettegz which 
conformity and faſhionableneſs is ſo 
exceeding unbefitting a Miniſter,that 
it deſerves reproof, not refutation - 
Or elſe, becauſe they think it empty 
and ſuperfluous. But that which the, 
Apoltles uſed fo diligently in their 
writings, nay, which our Saviour him- 
ſelfuſed, Mark 10, 16. cannot be vain 
and ſuperfluous, But this was not 
proper to Chriſt, or the Apoſtles on- 
K 3 ly, 
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ly, no more then to be a ſpiritual Fa- 


ther was appropriated to them. And 
if temporal Fathers bleſs their chil- 
dren,how much more may,and ought 
Spiritual Fathers ? Beſides,the Prieſts 
of the old Teftament were comman- 
ded to Bleſs the people, andthe form 
thereof is prefcribed, Numb. 6, Now 
as the Apoſtle argues in atiother caſe z 
x the Miniſtration of condemnation 
did bleſs, how ſhall not the minſtra- 
tion of the ſpirit exceed in bleſſing? 
The fruit of this bleſſing good Har» 
nah found, and received with: great 
Joy, 1 Sam. 1. 18. though it came 
from a man diſallowed by God - for 
it was not the perſon, but Prieſthood, 
that blefſed ; fo that even i!l Prieſts 
may bleſs. Neither have the Mini: 
ſters power of Bleſling only, but alſo 


of curſing. Sointhe old Teſtament 


Eliſha curſ-d the children, 2 Kin.2.24. 
which though our Saviour reproved 
as unfitting for his particular, who 
was to ſhew all humility before his 
Paſſion, yet he allows it in hjs Apo- 
ftles. And therfore S. Pcter uſed that 
tearful imprecation to S. 2297 =—_ 
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AT. 8. Thy money periſh with thee : and 
the event confirmed it, So did St. 
Panl, 2 Tim. 4.14. and 1 Tim. I. 20. 
Speaking of Alexazder the Copper- 
ſmich, who had withſtood his preach» 
log, The L ord ((aith he) reward him 
according to his works. And again, 
of Hymenens and Alexander, he faith, 
he had delivered them to Satan, that 
they might learn not to Blaſpheme, The 
forms both of Bleſling, and curſing 
areexpounded in tbe Common-Pray: 
er-Book +: the one 1n, The Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ec. and : The 
Peace of God, &c. The other in 
general,in the Commination. Now 
bleſiing differs from prayer, in afſſu- 
rance, becauſe it is not performed 
by way of requeſt, but of cootidence, 
and power, effectually applying 
Gods favour to the bleſſed, by the 
intereſting of that dignity wherewith 
God hath inveſted the Prieſt, and in- 
gaging of Gods own power and infti- 
tution for a bleſſing. The neglect 
of this duty in Miniſters themleves, 
hath made the people alſo negleCtit 3 
ſo that they are fo far from craving 

K 4 this 
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this benefit from their ghoſtly Father, 
that they oftentimes go out of church, 
before he hath bleſſed them. In the 
time of Popery, the Prieſts Beneds- 
cite, and his holy water were over 
highly valued; and now we are fal- 
len to the clean contrary, even fron 
ſuperſtition to coldneſs, and A- 
theiſm. But the Parſon firſt values 
the giftin himſelf, and then teacheth 
his pariſh to value it, And it 1s ob- 
ſervable, that if a Miniſter talk with 
a great man in the ordinary courſe 
of complementing language, he ſhall 
be eſteemed as ordinary complemen- | 
ters; but if he often interpoſe a Ble(- | 
ſing, when the other gives him juſt op- 
portunity, by ſpeaking any good, this 
unuſual form begers a reverence, and 
makes him eſteemed according to his 
Profeſſion. The ſame is to be obſer- 
ved in writing Letters alſo. Tocon- + 
clude, if all men are to bleſs upon oe- 
caſion, as appears Rom. 12. 14. how 
much more thoſe, who are ſpiritual 
Fathers ? A 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 
Concerning Detraflion. 


"THe Country Parſon perceiving, 

that moſt, when they are at lea- 
ſure, make others faults their enter- 
tainment and diſcourſe,and that even 
ſome good men think, ſo they ſpeak 
truth, they may diſcloſe anothers 
fault,finds it ſomewhat difficult how 
to proceed in this point. For if he 
abſolutely ſhut up mens mouths, and 
forbid all diſcloſing of faults, many 
an evill may not only be , but alſo 
ſpread in his Pariſh, without any re- 
medy (which cannot be applyed 
without notice) to the diſhonor of 


God, and the infeCion of his flock, - 


and the diſcomfort, diſcredit and hin: 
derance of the Paſtor, - On the other 
fide, if it be unlawful to open faults, 
no benefit or advantage can make ic 
lawful : for we mult not do evil, 
that good may come of it. Now the 
Parſon taking this point to task, which 


is ſo exceeding ulctu), and hath taken . 


ſo 
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ſo deep root, that it ſeems the very 
life and fubſtance of Converſation, 
hath proceeded thus far inthe diſcuſ- 
{ing of it. Faults are either notorious, 
or private, Again notorious faults are 
either ſuch as are made known by 
common fame(and of theſe,thoſe that 
know them, may talk,ſo they do it not 
with ſport, but commiſeration; )or elſe 
ſuch as have paſſed judgment,8& been 
corretted either by whipping, or im- 
priſoning, or the like. Of theſe alſomen 
may talk,and more,they may diſcover 
them tothoſe that know them not:bee« 
cauſe infamy is a part of the ſentence 
againſt malefaQors, which the Law in« 
rends,as isevident by thoſe,which are 
branded for rogues, that they may be 
known or put into the ſtocks,that thay 
may be looked upon. But ſome may 
ſay, though the Law allow this, the 
Goſpel doth not, which' hath ſo * 
much advanced Charity, and ranked 
backbiters among the generation of 
the wicked, Rom, 1.30. But this 1s ea» 
fily anſwered: As the executioner 1s 
not uncharitable, that takes away 
the life of the condemned, except 
belides 


Concerning Detraction. 
beſides his office, he add a tinQure of 


private malice in the joy, and haſt of 
ating his part; fo neither is he that 
defames him, whom the Law would 
have defamed,except he alſo doit out 
of rancor, For in infamy, all are exe- 
cutioners, and the Law gives a males 
factor to all to be defamed. And as 
malefaCtors may loſe and forfeit their 
goods,or lite; ſo-may they their good 
name,& the poſſeſſion thereof, which 
before their offence, and Judgment 
they had 3n all mens breaſts;for all are 
honeſt,ti] the contrary be proved.Be- 
{1des.it concerns the Common-Wealth 
that Rogues ſhould be known, and 
Charity to the publick hath the pre- 
cedence of private charity. So that it 
is fo far from being a fault to diſcover 
ſuch offenders,that it is a duty rather, 
which may do much good, and fave 
much harm. Nevertheleſs,if the puni- 
ſhed delinquent ſhall be much trou- 
bled for his tins & turn quite another 
man, doubtleſs then alſo mens afft-ci- 
ons and words mult turn, and forbear 
to ſpeak of that, which even God 
himiclt hath forgotten. 


An 
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VBSPSSESSS PESOS 
An Advertiſement to the 
Reader. 


He Firſt Edition 
of This Book 
— came out in oad 


Times, (Anno Domini 
1652.) when violence had 
gotten the upper-hand : 
what here next follows, 
was then T houghe mzer, 
to-be The Preface to it. 
Now the Almighty, who 
changeth Times and Sea- 
ſons, Himſelf abiding un- 
chargeable, having (tor his 
own 
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own | names ſake, and Their ' 
ſakes to whom the former 
Preface was dedicated, who 
many of them, were 'Fer- 
vent for: for the 
ſame _)wrought a wonder- 
ful deliverance; it is 
thought fit that \it ſhould 
withdraw, and ſtand here 
behind the Curtain, Re 
11gning that place to ano- 
ther, that may move the 
ReadertoThankfulneGfor 
chat ſtupendious mercy ; 
and to exprels it, as by all 
other poſſible Teſtificati- 
ons, ſo by making a Right 
ule of T his Book; 


An Advertiſement to the Reader, | 
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S$EHÞÞÞPG$DPHDIÞH 
A Prefatory View- of the LIFE 
and VIRTUES of the 
AUTHOUR, 
AND 
Excellencies of This BOOK. 

To the Chriſtian, more delignedly, to the 
Clergy-Reader of the ſame Time, and 
Rank, and Mind, and in like Conditi- 
on with the Epiſtter. Grace, &c. and 


Recovery, and Profit by the enſuing 
Trac, 


My poor and dear Brother, 


0 not expeft(T humbly beſeech 
thee) the High and Glorious 
Titles of Companion in Tribula- 
tion, and in the patience of ] E- 
SUS, Wc. Þ[ could moſt willingly 
(if 1 thought that I could truly) 
 givethee them; knowing, that what 
luſtre 


ti... 
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 Iuffre I caft upon thee, would by re Te= - 
bound light upon my ſelf. But my 

mouth. is Aopped : Let God be true, 

and the Fuſlice bf God be Fuſlifled. 

5+ 1. The reading of thoſe pier- 
cing Scriptures | | Sam, 2, (9 3, 
chapters, Jer, 23. Ezek. 3 0 33. 
Hol. 4, Mal. 2.] 

(42. The view of this enſuing 
Traft ; which (me-thinks) is not a 
Book. of 37 Chapters, but a Bill of 
ſeven times 37 Indi&ments a- 
gainſt thee and me : a firange Spe- 
culum Sacerdotale ; in its diſco- 
very ſomething reſembling the lecret 
of the holy Urim : As if this good 
Bezaleel had invented a huing, 
pure hoking-Glaſs, in moſt exati 
Proportions of Beauty, that ſhould 

bath 


j 
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both preſent it ſelf as a Body of un- 
blemiſhed perfefiions, and ſhew all 
the beholders deformities at once.: 


that. ſhould ſhew thee both Aaron 


W_ in the Holy of Holies , before 


the Mercy-Seat , in all his pure 
Ornaments : and Hophni or 
Phineas, ravening for their Fees 
of Fleſh, and wallowing in their 
Juſt at the door of the Tabernacle. 
z 3 The reflefing on common Cons 
verſation in the day of our proſpe- 
rity, and the paralleling the Book 
of mine own Conſcience with the 
Authors Book, ( in both which 1 
' find my ſelf ( not to ſay Thee 
written, highly defefiive in every 
Duty the good man commends, and 


_ not a little peccant in every parti- 
cular - 


L 
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cular taxed by by him.) Theſe three 
have convinced, and even inforced 
me to confeſs , that I am ſure mine 
(and Ifear, thy ) ſafferings are not 
the meer ſafferings of pure and 
perte& Martyrs, but of -Grie- 
vous Tranſgreſftors. Not only 
under the rods of Gods juſt judg- 
ment, but the ſcorpions of his heavy 
diſpleaſure , fierce wrath, and ſore 
Indipnation. Not only from the 
ſmoaking, of Gods jealoufte , or the 
ſparks of his Anger, but the flames 
of his furnace , ( heat feven times 
more than ever,) yea, even from the 
Furiouſneſs of the wrath of God, 
Pfal. 78. 50. 
Godts ſinking the Gates, his de- 
fray Ins the Vas, his /lighting the 


ſirong 
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ſtrong bulds o of Zion; bis polluting 
the Hingdom , bis- oalloving the 
Palaces, bis cutting off the Horn of 
Thael: Gods hakiow Feafts, bis 
abominating our Sabboths his loath- 
ing our folemnities (Efa, 1.) Gods 
forgetting his F ootſtool, his abhor- 
ring bis Sanftuary , his caſting off 
bis Altar,are (tome) ſugnes that the 
glory of God is departed to the Moun- | 
tain,(Ezek.11 23, )That God hath 
in the indignation of bis anger de- 


ſpiſed the King and the Prieſt, 


(Lim.,2.) It must be acknowledged 
ſure/that the hand of God bath gone 
out againſt us, more than agains 0= 
tbers of our Rark, at other times ;, at 
leaft , that God hath not refirain. 
ed viblencs againit us,” ſo as 
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be did that againtt- thoſe « of 0 our 
Profeſſion in the dayes :of old, 
The portion of the: Egyptian 
Prieſts ( that ſerved the Or , 
the Ape , and the Onion, (e- 
ſcaped fale in time of the Fa. 
min.” Learned JUNIUSz (in his 
Academia, Chapt. 4. ) fayes, that 
the PHILISTINES ſpared the 
Schools of the PROPHETS. in 
their Warrs with Iſrael ; and 
that the Phoenicians , Calde- 
ans., and. Indians were tender 
over ſuch places : 7bus thy 
did GOD reftrain the. ſpirits of 
Princes : yet that God (who in 
his own Law, (Lev.254.32.) gave 
the Levits a ſpecial :priviledg 
of —_ Lands .(fold by 
| them- 
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themſelues) at any tiine;, with 
other © Tribes were” limited to a ſet 
Time )* hath not flayed the madneſs 
. of the people againſt us, but that otr 
portions are ſold unto others, vith. 
out Reflemprion. 

We muſt acknowledg, that Gods 
word hath taken hol1 of us (Zech, 
1.5..) That the Lord hath deviſed 
a device against us , bath watched 
upon the evil, and brought it upon 
us; For, under the whole heaven 
bath not been done, as hath been done 
ubon Jeruſalem, (Dan.9 14.) 

Let us pot flatter our ſelves pre- 
- ſumptuouſly ! The puniſhment an- 
ſwers the ſin, as the wax the ſeal, 
and as the Mould owns the Figure: 
and bet us own both, It 15 -wery 


L 4 dange- 
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dangerous to. bleſs our ſelves toq 
boldly; God has-curſed our Bleſ- 
ſings, (C Mal. 2.2.) And that he 
may bleſs to us qur. very Curſes ; 
Let us takg with us words antſay, 
To the Lord our God belong mercies 
ani forgruenefſes , and multiplied 
pardons ; to us ſhame and confuſion, 
as at this day. The moſt com- 
pendious way to get what belongs to 
God, is to take to our ſelves what 
helongs to us. If we would judge our 
[clves, and every man knowing the 
plague of bis own heart , lay God's 
Dealing to beart;and accepting of our 
puniſhment, give glory to God, and 
huzn:ble our ſelves under bis mighty 
band ; then ſhall God exalt us, and 
accept us,t9 take away gut reproach. 


4 
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= i we ſhall confe ﬀn aur ſins, | that 
lke Simeon and Levi, we bave 
been Brethren in evil, have broken 
the Covenant of Levi , have done 
violence to, and been partial in the 


law, bave made our ſelves wile, and 


therefore are juſtly, by Gad, made 
contemptible and baſe before the 
people, (Mal. 2.) If we ſtall con- 
feſs that we neither underStond 
zor valued our High and Holy Cal- 
ling as ChriStians, much lefs as Mt- 

niſters of Chriſt ; That we did nat 

thrive kindly, when Providence had 
planted and watered us in tho{e 

Horns of Oyl, the two Univer- 

fities ; or removed us into Coun- 

trey Cures, we d.d not fi ufiifie (as 
this Book will ſhew) in any propor 
L 4 tian 
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tion to his encourageremts . and 
therefore are juſtlh caſhiered out 
of his ſervice, and Stript of | his 
Rewards : God is faithful and juSt 
to forgive us; For Job, 33. 27. ) 
He looks upon men ; if any ſay , 1 
have ſinned, I have perverted that 
which was right, and it profited me 
not ; he will deliver his ſoul from the 
pit, bis Ife ſhall ſee the light. 
And now , let none think, that 
this Confeſſton will give advantage 
to the Adverſary ; They may take, 
where none is given : They may 
ſay, Let the Lord be glorified : 
By their own confeſſion , we of- 
tend not, though we devour 
them, becauſe they have fin- 
ned againſt the .Lord', the ha- 
> 2 bitafion 
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bitation of Juſtice,,(7er.50. 7. ) 
But they will finde at la$t, That t0 
forſake the Levite is a ſin ; That 
it 'is a bitter thing to Help for- 
ward afflition , when God is 
but a little diſpleaſed : That 
Jeruſalem will be a cup of trem- 
bling , and a burdenſom ſlone to 
every one that cries but Down 
with it, Wo to thee , O Aflur, 
the Rod of Gods ' anger ; theSlaf 
in thine hand is Gods Indignation, 
Thou, Lord, haſt ordained him for 
judgment , and-eeflabliſhed him for 
correfion ; Even far our correflion, 
to purifie us ſons of Levi from 
our droſs ; C Howbeit, he meaneth 
not ſo) andby his hand, who pu- 
niſheth us not onely for that which is 
ſm, 
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fon, to put on us Martyrs Robes , 
by that Contrivance both Cho$lning 
and Covering our ſins ; As the Per 
fians uſe their Nobles, beating their - 
Chthes,and ſaving their Perſons. 
There can be no credit boS} by 
giving glory to Gad + Did Achan 
boſe any thing by confeſſing that Ged 
had found him out, and his Gar- 
ment, and hisWedg ? Hath not A- 
donibezck got a Fame of Inge. 
nuity, for acknowledging Gods 
Art of Juſticing, in thac moſt 
exat way of Counter-paflion or 
Retaliation ? which is ſo frequent 
in theſe times, though it is not conſt- 
dered. What boft Luther by con- 
faſſeng his perſonal defelts as to 
God, ( Though he yielded not a jot 


in 
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in his Cauſe, as to men 2?) What 
Enemy ever upbraided that to him ? 
or this to the ingenuous learned 
Cajetan ? his humble and ſeaſona- 
ble Confeſſton upon: laiting record in 
his Comments onthe i 3. verl. of the 
5. chap. of S, Matthew's Goſpel : 
' Ye arethe alc -- if the falc have 
loſt, &c. The French Army had 
taken Rome, when he was about 
that Text, and offered great abuſe 
to the Clergy there, Which be Chri- 
flianly reſenting, inſerts this paſſage, 
We Prelates of the Church of 
Rome, do at this time finde this 
truth werified on us , in a ſpecial 
meaſure ; Being Ig the jus} judoe- 
ment of God Sis a Fpail ,, and 8 
Prey, and Captives ; not to Infi- 
| | dels, 
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dels, but to' Chrifians - becauſe 
we, who were choſen to be the 
Salt of the Earth , Evanuims, 
were become” light perſons, 
and unſavoury , good for nothing 
but outward Ceremonies, and Ex- 
terna - Bona, the Revenues Tem- 


poral. Hence it is , that both 


We, and this City be trodden 
under foot this fixth of May, 
1527, And that Excellent 
CHARLS the Fifth is Honou- 
rable for no one thing more, than 


for acknowledoaing the Hand of 


God upon him , both at that pinch 


which made him pant out , Jam 
me ab omnib@s deſerrum vi- 
deo: And upon a leſſer occaſion - 
than that , namely , when his Do- 


meſlicks 


x 
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meſiicks had tft him all alone late 
at night, and he would needs hold 
the Candle to SELDIUS, ( ſhewing 
him the way down the ſtairs, and up 
to God) heſaid ; Thine eyes have 
ſeen me environed with great 
Armies ; now thou ſeeſt me 
abandoned of mine ordinary 
Servants: 1 acknowledge. this 
change to come. from him with 
whom is no ſhadow of change, 
From the mighty Hand ot 
God , and I will by no meanes 
withſtand it. . And it 34 report- 
ed, That the Scottiſh Presbyters, 
| ſenſible of God's hand upon them, 
are at this time making their Ad- 
. dreſſes to God , by Confeſſion of 
their ſins reſpeirvely ; God grant 
that. 


—_———— 
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that (both we and) they may do it 
right. Though I ſhall full firive 
with them about the juStice of the 
Fir$| Cauſe ; yet about the juſineſs 
of our perſons will I not Strive with 
them, nor about any other matter, 
fave only who ſhall confeſs themſelvs 
greater ſinners to God, I have 0- 
mitted David, ( Plal.5t. ) and 
Ezra, and Nehemiah, and Da- 
niel (their 9. Chapt.) and ci- 
ted only theſe to confirm my ſelfand 
thee, Brother) in this duty of gi- 
wing Glory to God in this manner, 
| , Er conhiteantur Tibi omnes po- 
puli : Even ſo, True and righte- 
05 are thy judoments in all the 
world, 0 Lord God Almighty ; yea, 
merciful are they, and far below our 


fl deſer vINgs. [ 
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T hope no man will think, , though | 
1 fpeak thus, that Þ give hin leave 


to conſtrue my S_ Marhe- 
marically, as if there was not an 
atome, or hair of a good man, or 
man of God in our Church, There 
were divers primitive (and are at 
this day, Bleſſed be God, The Lord 
make them 1000 times more than 
they are, ) Holy and Heavenly X 
ſouls, Veſſels choſen and fitted for 
the ſervice of the Sanfluary. Tſball 
be bold to inSlance tn Three, who 
died tnpeace ; few conſidering ( ſome 
did) that they were taken away from 
| the evilto come, left their eyes ſhould 
ſee (what their ſpirits foreſaw)what 
is come on #s,0n whom the days, not 
of viſitation only, but of wengeance, 
even 


ah. 
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even the ends of the world are come. 

The first of theſe was Thomas 
Jackſon, D. D. late Preſident of 
Corpus Chriſti Colledoe in Ox- 

: ford, and ſometime Vicar of St. 
Nicholas Church in Newcaſtle up- 
on Tyne ; two places that must groe 
account 'to God for the good they had 
or might have had by that Man ;, as 
all Schollers muſt for bis neglefied 
Works. 

The ſecond was Mr, Nicholas 
Ferrer of little Gidding in Hun- 
tington Shire , ſometimes Fellow- 
Commoner and Fellow of Clare- 

Hall iz Cambridg. 

* The third was'the Author of this 
Book, Mr. GEOR GE HER- 
BERT, Fe!lw of Trinity Co!- 

ledge, 
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mir. G. HERBERT, &c, 
ledoe., Orator of the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, and Reffor of Bem- 
merton ir Wiltſhire; All three 
- Holy in their lives , eminent in their 
gifts ; ſignal Proteſtants for their 
Religion, painful m their ſeveral 
ations , precious in their deaths, 
and ſweet in their memories, 
 Fir$88, I mill give thee a brief 
of ſome confrontments common to 
them all , and then ſome of their, 
at leas?} his Author's, proper excel- 
lencies apart. 

1, They all had that inſepara- 
ble Lot and Sign of Chriſt and 
\ Chriſtians ( Ja, 8. 18. Heb. 2, 
13. Like2. 34.) To be fignes 
, of Contradiftion ( or ſpoken As 
gainſt) men wondred at, andrated 
M at 
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at at by the world. Doftor Jack- 
ſon in two particulars ſuffered 
much, 1. He had like to have 
been *fore hem by the Parliament 
in the Tear , 1628. for Tenets 
in Droinity, 1 cannot ſay, ſo far dri- 
wen by him ,, as by ſome men now 
they are mith great Applauſe, His 
approach to Unity was very near. 
Grant me, ſaith he , bur theſe 
ewo things, Thar God has a 
true freedom in doing good , 
and man a true freedom in 
doing evil ; there needs be no 0- 
ther Controverſie betwixt the Op- 
poſites in paint of Providence and 
PredeStination.(Artrib. Ep.Ded.) 
2.He bad an Adverſary mn England 
who writ a-Book, against bim, with 

a 


CO CTY 
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@ Title not ſo kindy 45 might bovt 
bem dewfed.” Ima this ; A'Dil- 
cavery.of Dr; Zackson's follies ; 
which be bound as an Ornament up- 
on him, (as Job fays) that #5, never 
anſwered but in the language of the 
Lanb dumb before the Shearer, ſt- 
lence anil ſufferance, And be had 
one in Scotland who alſo girded at 
him, without cauſe or anſwer. 

find for M. Ferrer , be was ſa 
exerciſed with contradiciions, as u0 
man that Irved fo private as he de- 
fired ta do, could poſſibly be more. 
I have heard bim fay , valuing 
| ( not reſenting his own) ſuffer- 
ings in this kind , That to fry 
a Faggot, was not more mar- 


tyrdom than continual ob- 
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loquy. He was toPn aſtender as with 
mad, borſes or erihed betwhet the 
upper and under milffone of contrary 
reports ;, that he was a Papist, and 
that he was a Puritan. That is yf this 
be - riot to be ſawn aſunder as Efay, 
Ffoned as Jeremy , made a Drum, 
or Tympanized, as other Saints of 
God were ? and after his death, 
when by Imjunfiion ( which he laid 
upon his friends when he lay on 
his death-bed) A great Compa- 
ny of Comedies, Tragedies, Love- 
Hymnes , Heroical Poems ,' &c. 
were burnt upon his grave, as ut- 
ter Enemies to Chriſtian Principles 
arid praflices ( that was his brand) 
fome poor people faid,He was a Con- 
JUrer.. 


And 
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© And forour Author (The fweet 
ſinger 6f the Temple) though'he 
was one of the mbST\prident and ac< 
compliſh'd\men of. hn time ,; I bave 
bear ſaber men. cenſure him'as +a 
man that did not manage bis \brave 
parts toibis. befi TM. and” pres 
ferment, tut 108 humfelf-in an hum. 
ble way; That woitbeptroſe w_ 
remember it. nth 

 Theſitond thing wherein all ne 
mn; was a ſingular ſuncerity-in 
Imbrating, and tranſcendent Dex- 
terity in Defendins the ProteStant 
Religion: eStabliſhed in the Church 
of England, ' 7 ſpeak it in the 
preſence-of God , Þ\ bave- not read 
ſo bearty;*. vigorous (a. Champion 
-__” Rome ( emongst our Wri- 
AM 3 ters 
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tens ":of 2073 Rates) fo: ronuntcing. 
and'\demonſfiratioe 4s D."Jackfon 
i. \{blefs.G. 0D: for the confer- 
mation. which. be'. hath. o7ven\ me m 
the GhriSh aw. Religion cal the 
Atherlt, Jew;:omd Sorinian'\) amd 
in: the Protefiznt;\ ugh} Rome. 
As alle. "by what" T. 'bxoe ſeen nt 
Maniſctipt of Mr. Fetrar'y and 
beard by relation of his Towels 0- 
ver” the Weſtern: parts of "GhriSlen- 
gon; in with, his exquaſite-tar- 
rag, his rare. parts anifvhilities 
of. underStanding and Languapes, 
hes | Morals more perfett\ than the 
belt, : did tempt the Adutifaries to 
tempt byn, and mark. Vim for a 
prize, if they could compaſs: him.. 
a portal they: hhd to do 
this, 
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this, in a ſickneſs that ſeized on hin 


at Pad UA, where mighty care Was 


had by Phifitians and others to 
to recover his bodily health, w.th 
deſign to infef his foul, But nei- 
ther did their Phyſick, nor poyſon 
work any change in his Religion, 
but rather inflamed þim with an ho- 
ly zeal ta revenge their charity, 
by tranſplanting their waſt and miſ- 
placed zeal, ( as they were all 
three admirable in ſeparating from 
tbe vile, what was precious in eve- 
ry ſet or perſon under heaven ) 
zo adorn our Proceſtant Religion, 
by a right renouncing the worl#, 
with all it's profits and bonours, 
in a true crucifying the fleſh, with 
all it's pleaſures , by continued 
M 4 Temt 6 
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Tenperance, i Fa afing, and Watch: 
ing unto Prayers. In all which 
exerciſes, as be far out-went the 
choiceſt of their retired men, 6 
did he far underualue theſe deeds, 
rating them much below ſuch prices 
as they ſet upon them. Upon this de- 
ſign he belp'd to put out Leſſius; 
and to ſlir up us Miniſters to be 
painful in that excellent labour of 
the Lord, Cacechizing , feeding 
the Lambs of Chriſt ; He tran- 
ſlated a piece of Lud. Carbo: -where- 
tn Carbo confe ſeth, that the Here- 
ticks (4. e. Proteſtants) had got 
much advantage by Catechizing: 
But the Authority at Cambridge 
ſuffered not that Egyptian Jewel 
to be publiſh d. 

And 


"Dr. G HERBERT, &.. 

"And be that reads Mr. Her- © 
bert's Poems attendingh, ſhall 
finde. nit onely the excellencies of 
Scripture Divinity, and choice paſ- 
ſages of the Fathers bound up in 
Meetre ; but the Doitrine of. Rome 
alſo finely and firongly confuted ; ay 
in the Poems, To Saints and An- 
gels, pag. 69, The Britiſh 
Church, pag 192. Church Mt- 
licant, 09c. 

Thus Stood they in aſpeft to 
Rome and ber children on the left 
band. As for our Brethren that 
erred on the right hand ( Dattor 
Jackſon ſpeaks for binſelſ) and 
Mr. F. though he ever honoured 
their perfins ( that were pious and 
learned ) as alwayes ſpoke of 


them 
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yet would he bewail their miStakes, 
which (like miSts) led them in ſome 
points back. again to thoſe errours of 
Rome which they had forſaken. - 7o 
inflante in one ; He that ſayes, 
preaching in the Pulpit is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to ſatvation ; falls into 
two Rbmiſh Errours, 1, That 
the Scripture is too dark, 2. That 


* it nunſufficient to ſave a man, And 


perhaps a third, advancing the man 
of Rome , more than they intend 
him, I am ſure. But the chief 
ain of Maſter F. and this Authour, 
was to win thoſe that _ our 
Liturgy, Catechiſi , by. the 
contant, Revzrent, and Holy uſe 
ofthem : Which ſurely hid weall 
LIL? 
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imitated; having firſt imprinted 
the vercue of theſe prayers in-our 
own hearcts,and rhen ſtudied'with 
paſſionate and atte&ionate cele- 
bration,:(for voice, geſture,g9c.) 
as 1n:Obl's preſence, to imprint 
them'in the minds of the people, 
(as this:Book reaches) our pray- 
ers had been generally as. well 
beloved as they.” were ſcorned. 
And'for- my part, 1 am apt to 


think;'Fhat'our prayers ſtood ſo 


long, was a favour by God gran- 
ted. us. at the prayers of theſe 
men(who prayed for theſe pray- 


ers as well as in them; ) and 


that they fell ſo. ſoon, was.a pu-. 


niſhment of our riegligence,Cand 
other fins) who' had not taugh: 
even 
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even thoſe that liked them well, 
to uſe them aright : bur- that 
the good ald woman would: ab- 
ſolve,though nat ſa loud, yer as 
confidently as the Miniſter himſelf. 

La$ily, The bleſſed Three in 
One did make theſe three men a- 
gree in one point more. That \ one 
ſpirit , which droides to every man - 
gifts as be pleaſes," ſeems ta: me to 


* bave dropt upon theſe three” Ele 


Veſſels all of them. ſome unflion or 
tiniure of the Spirit of Propheſie. 
Shall I fay, T hope, or fear: Mr. 
Herbert's lines pag. 190.' opIne 
 bewerified? | 


Religion ſtands on: Tirt6in our Land, 

Ready to paſs to the American ſtrand.  ... 

When h-ight of malice and prodigious fufts, 

Impudent innings, Witchcrafts and diftruſts, 

( The marks of Futtrre Bane) ſhill fill our cup 

Uato the Brim, and make our meaſure up 3 
| When 


- 
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When Sei ſhall ſwallow Tyber, and the Thames 
By letting in them both, pollutes her ſtreams : 
When. Italy of us ſhall have her will, 

And all her Kalendar of (ins fulfil ; 

Whereby one may fore'el what ſins next yeer 
Shall both in France and England Domineer ; 
Then ſhall Religion to America flee 5 | 

They have their times of Goſpel, even as we. 
My God, thou doſt prepare for them a way 
By carrying firſt their Gold from them away ; 
For Gold and Grace did never yet agree, 
Religion alwayes ſides with poverty. 

We think we rob them, but we think amiſs ; 
We are more poor, and they more rich by this, 
Thou wilt revenge their quarrel, making Grace 
To pay our debts, and leave our Ancient place 
Togo to them, while that which now their Nation 
But lends to us, fliall be our deſolation. 


{ pray God he may prove a true 
Prophet for poor America, not a- 
gain? poor England, Ride on 
Moſt Mighty Jcſu, becauſe of the 
word of Truth ! Thy Goſpel 3s a light 
big enough for them and us; But 
leave us not : The people of thine 
holineſs have poſſeſſed it but a little 
while, (laiah;, 63. 15, &c.) 


Y 
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"When ſome Farmers near the 
| place where Mr. Ferrar lived, ſome- 
what before theſe times, defired lon- 
ger Leaſes to be made them, be inti- 
mated, that ſeven years would be 
long enough, troublous times were 
coming, they might thank God if they 
enjoyed them fo long in peace. . 

But conſidering the accuStomed 
modeSty of Dr. Jackſon in ſpeak- 
ing of things not certain, I much 
admire that Strange Appendix to his 
Sermons , partly d.Irvered before 
the King ) about the Signes of the 
Times , printed in the year 1637, 
pnehine the great Tempes® of 
Wind which fell out upon the Eve 
ofthe fifch of November, 1636. 
He was much aſtoniſhed at it, and 
what 
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what apprehenſion he had of it, ap- 
pears by theſe words of his : This 
mighty wind was more than a ſigne 
of the Time, Tempus ipſum ad- 
monebar , The very time it felt 
was a Signe, and interprets this 
Meſſenger's voice, better than 
a Linguiſt, as well as the Pro- 
phets (were any now) could do, 
Both wind and time teach us that 
truth often mentioned in theſe Me- 
ditations. Thus much the Reader 
may underſtand, That though we 
of this Kingdom were1in firm 
League with all the Nations of 
- of theearth,yer it is ſtill in God's 
power, we may fear in his pur- 
pole, to plague this Kingdom 
by his own immediate hand, by 
this 
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this Meſſenger, or by like Tem 
peſts,: more grievouſly than he 
hach done at any time, by the 
Famine. Sword, or Peſtilence; 
robury' many living; ſouls as well 
of [uperiour as inferiour Rank, 
in the ruines of their ſtately 
Houſes or meaner Cottages , 
We"; IP 
And what ſhall be thought of | 
that which fell from his Pen in his 
EpiSHle Dedicatory of his Artri- 
Þutes , written November 20, 
1627, and Printed 1628, in theſe 
words, or more ? If any maintain, 
That all things were fo decreed 
by God before the Creation, that 
nothing ſince could have fallen 
out otherwiſe than it hath done ; 
That 
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That nothing caf be mended 
that is amiſs : I defire leave to 
oppugn his opinion , not onely 


as an Errour, but as an Igno- 


rance, involving enmity to _ 
ſweet Providence of God ; 

2 fore-runner of ruin to fou- 
riſhing States and Kingdoms , 
where ir grows common, Or 
comes to full height. 

Was this -a conjeflure of Pru-, 
dence ? or a cenſure of the Phyſ cal 
influence ,, or. of the meritorious ef- 
febi of theſe Tenets ? Or rather, a 
Predietion- of an Event * ? Litthe 
Reader judoe. 

h ſer they did apree The ſe 
quel will ſhew wherein they 
differed. | 

N This 
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This Authour Mr. G, 'H E R- 
BERT, was extrafied out of a 
Generous, Noble, and Ancient 
Family : His Father was RI- 
+ CHARD HERBERT of Blache- 
Hall, in Mountgomery . £jq; 
deſcended from the Great Sir 
RICHARD HERBERT i Ed- 
ward the Fourth's time ; and ſo 
his Relation to the Noble Family 
of that Name, well known. His 
Mather was Daughter of Sir Ri- 
chard Newport of Arcoll , 
who doubtleſs was a pious daughter, 
ſhe was ſo good and godly a mother ; 
She had ten children (Job's num- 
ber , and Job's d:flinflion ) ſeven 
ſons ; for whoſe education ſhe went 
and dwelt in the Univerſity , t 
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recompence the hos of their Fa- gf, 
ther , by giving them two Mothers. 
And this preat care of bers ,” this 
good fon of hers Sludied to im- 
prove and requite , as is ſeen mn * 
thoſe many Latin and Greek Verſes, 
the Obſequious Parentalia, he made 
and printed in her memory ; which 
though they be good, wery good, yet 
( to ſpeak, freely even of this man 
To much honour ) they be dull os 
dead in compariſon of his Temple 
Poems. And no marvel; To write 
thoſe, he made his Ink with water of 
Helicon, but theſe Inſpirations pro- 
Fbetical were d;Silled from aboze + 
la thoſe , are weak, motions of 
Nature ; In theſe ,  Roptures of 
Grace, In theſe; he writ F le(b 
N 2 and 
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and Blood: frail earthh Io F 
man , though a MOTHER; but 
in theſe he praiſed his Heavenly 
FATHER, the God of Men 
and Angels, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt His Maſter ; For ſo (to 
quicken himſelf in Duties , and to 
cut off all depending | on man, 
whoſe breath is in his No$thrils ) he 
uſed ordinarily to call our Sa- 
VIOUrT. 

T forget not where I left him : 
He did thrive ſo well there, that he 
was fir$t choſen Fellow of the Col- 
ledge , and afterward Oratour of 
the Univerſity. 7he Memori- 
als of him left in the Orators Book, 
fhew how he diſcharged the Place : 
and ow intimates ( Church, 
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pag. 39.) That whereas his Birth 
and Spirit prompted him to Mar- 
tial Atchievements ', The way 
that takes the Town ; and not 
to fit ſumpering over a Book, God: 
did ofren melt his ſpirit, and 
entice him with Academick Ho- 
nour. to be content to wear, and 
wrap up himſelt in a Gown, fo 
long, till he durſt not put ir off, 
nor retire to any other calling, 
However , probably he might , I 
have heard ( as other Orators ) 
have bad a Secretary of States 
" | place. | 

| But the good man, like a genuine 
, | fon of Levi (I bad like to have 
" | ſaid Melchiſedeck ) balked all 
ſecular wayes, ſaw neither Father, 
N 3 nor 
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nor mother, childe nor Brother ,, 
birtÞ nor friends -( ſave in Chriſt 
Jeſus ) choſe the Lord for his pore 
tion and his ſervice for employ- 
ment. And he knew full well what 
he did when he received Holy Or- 
ders, as appears by every page in this 
Book,and by the Poems cal d Prieſt= 
hood, and Aaron ; And by this 
unparaleld vigilancy which he u- 
ſed over bis P ariſh, which made him 
( ſayes that modes} Author of the 
Epiſtle before his Poems, N. F. 
who. knew him well ) A Peer to 
the primitive SAINTS, and 
more than a pattern toh!s own 
age 


Beſides bis Parſonage , he had 
alla a Prebend in the Church of 
Lin- 
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Lincoln ; which 7 think {( be- 
cauſe he lived farre from , and 


ſo could not attend the duty of 


that place ) he would fain have 
refierfed to Ma$ter Ferrar , and 
often earneSily ſued to him to diſ- 
charge him of it ; but Ma$ter Fer- 
rar wholly refuſed, and diverted or 
direfied his charity ( as I takeit) 
to the re-edifiing of the ruined 
Church of Leighton , where the 
corps of the Prebend lay. So that 
the Church of England owes to 
him ( beſides what good may come 
by this Book, towards the repair of 


us Church-men in point of morals) 


the reparation of a CHURCH- 
MATERIAL, andereflion of 
that co8tly piece of Moſaick or 
N 4 Solo- 
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Solomonick work, ) the Temple; 
which flouriſhes and Fands invio- 
late,\ mheg\qur. other Magri Yicen ces 
are thſolate\ind deſpiſed. + 

»-Theſe things. I have ſaid are 
biok - but yet there is one thing 
which I adnire above all the re$ : 
The right managing of the Fra- 
ternal Duty of. reproof , is one of 
the mo$t \ dl facult Off ices of Chri- 
ſtian Prudence. O Lord ! what 
is then the Miniſterial ?. ,7o db it 
as we ſhould, is likely 'to anger a 
whole world of Waſpes,, toſet fire on 
the earth. This, [ have conjetu- 
red , was that which -made many 
Holy men Ieave-the World, and live 
in Wilderneſes ; which, by the way, 
was not counted by Ancients , an 


act 
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aff 7 of Perfeflion,. but of Comrdiſ. 
and poor Spiritedneſs > of: Flight 
to ſhade and ſhelter, not of Fight in 
du$T and blood, and heat of the day. 
. This Authour had not onely got the 


Courage to do this, but the Art of 


doing this aright. 
' There was not a man-in by 
way ( be he of what Rank he would) 
That ſpoke awry ( in arder to 
God) but he wip'd his mouth 
with a modeſt, grave and Chri- 
ſtian reproof : This was Herot- 
cal; Adequate to that Royal Law, 
Thou ſhalt in any caſe reprove 
thy Brother, and nor ſuffer fin 
upon him. And that be did 
this, I have heard from true Re- 
porters, and thou mais} ſee he had 
learned 
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kearned it bimſelf, olfe he never had 


taught it us, as be does in divers 


paſſages of this Book, 


His ſingular Dexterity in ſweet- 


ning this Art, thou maist ſee in 
the Garb and Phraſe of his wri- 


ting. 


Like a wiſe Master-buil- 


der, he bas fetch't about a form of 
Speech, transferred it in a Figure, 
as if be was all the while learn- 
ing from another man's mouth or 
pen, and not teaching any, And 
whereas we all of us deſerved the 
ſbarpeneſs of Reproof, EAEY Yon 
Touws 2 He ſaith, He does this, 
and he does that ; whereas, poor 


men, we did no ſuch thing. 


ſoul. 


Dart of bis thus dipped, pierces the 
- There 
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There is another thing < ſame 
will call it a Peake which I 
learned from Him. ( and Mr. Fer- 
rar) in the Managery of their mo$l 
cordial and Chriſtian Friend- 
ſhip. That this may be maintained 
in vigour and height without the 
Ceremonies of Viſits and Comple- 
ments; yea, without any Trade of 
ſecular courteſies , meerly in order 
to ſpiritual Edification of one ano- 


ther in love, I know they loved 


each other mo$t entirely, and their 
very ſouls cleaved together mo$8 
* intimately , and drove a large 
ſtock of ChriFian intelligence to- 
' gether long before their deaths + yet 
ſaw they not each other in many 


years ; I think ſcarce ever , but as 
> Meme 
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WAS 


Members of one Univerſity, in their 


whole lives. 
+. There is one thing more may 
be learn'd from theſe Two ( Imay 
ſay, theſe Three ) alſo : Namely , 
That Chriſtian Charity will 
keep Unity of ſouls, amidſt great 
differences of Gifts and Opini- 
ons. There was variation conſi- 
derable in their Indowments : Do- 
Gor Jackſon had in his youth (as 
if be then bad underſtood Gods cal- 
ling ) laid bis grounds carefully 
in Arithmetick, Grammar, Phi- 
lology, Geometry , Rhetorick , 
Logick , Philoſophy , Oriencal 
Languages, Hiſtories, vc. ( yea, 
he had Inſight in Heraldry and 
Hicroglyphicks ) he made all 
theſe 


Pr. G. HERBERT, &. | 
theſe ſerve either as Rubbiſh under © 
the Foundation, or as Drudges and , 
Day-labonrers to Theology, He 
was copious and definitive in Con- 
troverſies of all forts. Maſter Fer- 
rar was Master of the Weſtern 
Tongnes ; yet cared not for Cri- 
riciſmes and Curioſities. He was 
alſo very modes in points of Contro- 
verſie, and would ſcarce venture to 
Opine , even in the points where- 
in the world cenſured him poſſeſſed; 
Our Authour was of a middle Tem- 

 . per betwixt , or a Compound of both 
theſe ; yet baving rather more of 
Maſter Ferrar in him ; And to 
what be had of him , he added the 
Art of Divine Poefie , and other 
polite Learning, which ſo commen- 


ded 
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ded him to perſons moft Eminent in 
their time , that Doftor Donne . 
inſcribed to him .a paper of Latin 
Verſes in print ; and the Lord Ba- 
con, having tranſlated ſome Pſalms 
into Engliſh meetre, ſent them with 
a Dedication prefixed , To his very 
Good friend, Maſter GEORGE 
HERBERT, thinking that he had 
kept a true decorum in chuſing one 
ſo fit for the Argument , in reſpect 
of Droinity and Poefie ( the one as 
. the matter, the other as the Stile) 
that a better choice he could not 
make. 

In ſumm , to diſtinguiſh them 
by better Reſemblances out of the 
Old and New TeStament , and 
antiquity : me thinks, Dofor J. 

has 
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has ſomewhat like the fpirit f 
Jeremy, Saint James , z Sal= 
vian, Maſter Herbert, hke Da- 
vid, and other Pſalm-men, Saint 
John and Prudentius, Maſter 
F. hke Efay , Saint Luke, and 
Saint Chryſoſtome ; yet in this 
diverſity , had they ſuch an Har- 
mony of fouls as was admirable. 
For inStance, In one who differ d 
in ſome points from them all , yet 
in him they ſo agreed all , as 
that Maſter F, out of a great liking 
of the man, tranſlated him into En- 
oliſh, Maſter Herbert Commented 
. on bim, and commended him to uſe ; 


And Dofior ]. allowed him for the , 
Preſs,lt was Valdello's 110, Con- 
fiderations, 


It 
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hy. v5? ſwell this P, reface tod 
* 26, toſet down the ſeveral excel- 
| Hentiesof our Authour : Hi con- 
+ ſciencious expenceif Time; which 
he even meaſured by the pulſe, Þ. 
that native watch God has ſet 
in every of us. His eminent Tem- |} 
perance, and Frugality ( the | 
two bet Purveyrs for his Liberali- 
; ty and Benificence ) his private | 
/, Faftings, his mortification of the | / 
' body , his extemporary exerciſes 
» thereof ; at the ſight or viſit of a 
Charnel Houſe, where every Bone, 
before the day , riſes up in judpe- 
ment againS fleſhly Iust andpride ; 
» at the ſtroke of a paſſing Bell,” 
when - ancient Charity uſed ( ſaid 
be 2 to run to Church, and afſist 
the 
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ground of that when $) and ut ol] 
vecafions. he could lay\ hold of pe 
ſebly, 'which:be ſought \with the ſang 
} diligence that others fbun'andſbift 
them, Beſaes his careful ( 
ſcrupulous) obſervation of, appolate 
ed Faſts, Lents, and Embersz 


The:neglefi and defect of. this Faſt, 
be ſaid, had fuch' inflax on the 
children which the F athers of 18 
Church did beget ot fuch tim, 
as' malignant Stars art;ſaid ta hav 
over natural Productgns'; »Chile 
dren of ſuch Parents, ds bt:-#&» 
Sing and Prayers , being like 1- 
ſaak, and Jacob, ana: Samuel; 
0 moſh — 


a 
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lA aw "Df ihe Lit of 
ves) bkely*10 become Chiltrenof 
the Promiſe,” Wraftlers with God, 
ond fitteſt to wear a linnen Ephod. iſ 
And with this Faſting he inp'd 
bis prayers both private and pub- + 
| lick : His private mus} be left to 
God, whoſaw them in ſecret ; bis NY 
publick: were the Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice of the Church 
Licurgis , which be uſed with 
conſcientious Devotion, not of Cu- 
Fome., but ſerious Judgement ; 
Enowing +; 1. That the Sophiſm 
bfed to - makg people hate them , 
was -4 ſolid reaſon to make men 
of underSlanding love them ; Name- 
ly, becauſe taken out of the Maſs- 
_— Taken out , but as gold 
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from drofs , the pretions fromthe = 
wile. The wiſe Reformers knew 
Rome would cry, Schiſm, Schiſm, 
and therefore they kept all they 
could lawfully keep, being Ioth ta 
- give offence ; az our bleſſed Sawie 
| * our, being Ioth to offend the Jews 
| ot the great Reformation , kept 
divers old Elements, and made them 
new Sacraments and Services, As 
their frequent Waſhings he turned 
into one Baptiſm ; ſome ſervice 
of the Paſsouer, into the Lord's 
Supper. 2, That the homeli- 
neſs and courfeneſs } which al- 
| fo was o5jefled , was a great com- 
mendation. The Lambs, the poor 
of the Flock, are forty for ane 
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grounted Chriffiont: prepottionable 
#137 be the cre of the Church to 
ovide milk; that is, plain anil 
edfic nouriſhment for them: and 
fa bedlour Church done, hoping that 
Stronger Chridhians, as they aboun- 
dd *in Gifts, fo they had ſuch a 
Fate of the Grace of Charity, ws for 
their. weak, Brethren's ſakes to be 
content therewith. 
tHe thought alſo that a ſet Li- 
Wrgy, was of great uſe in reſpel = 
of thoſe without , whether erring 
Chriftians , or unbelicving men. 
That when we had uſed our beSt 
Arguments again$t their Errours or 
Unbelief , we might ſhew them a 
Form wherein we did , and deſired 
D they 
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they would ſerve. Alwighy Gadd 
with us 7 That we might; be-ablg ta 


fay, This is our. Church z herp 


we- would- land; you;.; Thies;wh 
believe ;..fee the-Qrasd. Thas 
we Pray, Baptize,, \Catechile 5 
aclebrate-the Eucharift, Marsy, 
Bury, Intreat the fitk , "Bec. \\n 
- Theſe, beſudes " 3:47igt ofiiee: 
acceſſary benefits,be thenglit groxinds 
[ufficient "to bear kim -out 'in-this 
pradiiſe :: wherein he--ended. hif 
life, calling. for #he Church Pray 
ers a while before his death, ſayings; 
None to:them , Nane to them ; 
at once. bah commending then; 
and bis ſoul to Gad. in:thern ; ims\ 
mediately before bis diſſolution 57885 
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f'- death in Cambridge c who 
[) 


ww the » Common-Prayer- 


Boole in bjs hand, inflead of a 


Cenſor , and uſing the prayers as 
intenſe , offered up bimſelf as a 
| whoſe Burnt. Sacrifice ' to God x 


ſuffered Martyrdom , when fallen 


by the Executioners thrown into 
the Fire, and burnt as an Heretical 
Book, 

. He was moreover ſo great a Lo- 
wer of Church-Mufick , That 
be” uſually called it Heaven upon 
earth , and attended it a few dayes 
before 


fome Martyrs dd, Mr. Hullier 
by name, Vicar 'of Babram , burnt 


with whom. the” wery Book. it ſelf 
out "of bis confumed bands, it was 


| 
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before his death, ... Butt: above alh, 
bis .chief delight mas in the Holy 
Scripture, One : Leaf whereof fie 
profeſſed he. would nod. part. with, 
though be might have. the. whole 
Worldiin exchange: That was -bis 
Wiſdom :, his. Catnfart,- his 
Joy, out of that be 00k, bis Mot- 
w; LESS-THAN THE LEAST 
OF ALL GOD'S 'MERCIES. ts 
that he faund that ſubſtance, Chrifl; 
and in Chriſt Remiſſion.of ſins, yea, 
in bis blood be placed the goodneſs 
of bis goad works. - It is a gaad 
Work," ( ſaid be of. Building. a 
Church) if it be ſprinkled with, 
the Blood of Chriſt. | 

This high ' of the Word 
0 4 of 
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FI i aol wrotyht = 
go roadracs wnprefion. \of high 
Reverence; \nvlbe ——— 
fend 18 benfelf 3:\"or: hes 

read it" ſoot made bins\ Cally 
wonder, ithic choſe which\ pre 
tended 'ſuohvextraordinary :love 
£0:Chrift Jeſus, a8 \many <d, 
vould poſſibly 1 pive fucb Jedve and 
liberty to thewifolves 44 to hear. that 
viral { ther. ball: judge «xe at 'the 
ts$t day) without. any.the leaſt 
exprefiion of. #hat Holy Fear 
and Trembling , which they ought 


Bom 3o charge wpori therr ſouls | In prevate, 
”- did in Rang to __ __ 0- 


Zoers. 
Joon bei 7 with oy foul bands 
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forked this 4:080d:»4be lother' fair 
pieces 5 and worn-Oitc thy patience 4 


yet Yaave' {20h ſe oatecÞof with 


enki daſh. of hi Renfil ;  offernd" to 
oofer tbe #hot ferſorof in), Which 
efordid' fo -unywal- "a Conteſard< 
wire of 1 Elegances's, dndowviett of 
Ronaies to the BeholHet 3 7107 fed P | 


any -thirig-of hys. Ferfonal Relg- 
 Kion,\ias-6n Hushand, to a-foving 


and vertuous Lady ; as # Hine 
mart, Mater, 8c. 'yet will:-Inot 
coneeal bjs Spiritual ove and tare 
of Servants : » Teaching {fafters 
this duty, To allow their Servants 
daily, time, wbertinto pray private- 
h, and'to enjoyncthen to doit ;-hol- 
ding-this for true generally , That 
publick 
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poblick Prayer alone to ſuch 
- perſons, is no Prayer at all. 

T have given thee onely theſe li- 
neaments of bis mind , and- thou 
mayeft fully ſerve #by felf of this 
Book, in what vertue of his thy 
foul Iongeth after. His prafiice 
it was , and His CharaQer «t is, 
His as Authour , and Hig as 
Object: yet, Lo, the humility of 
this gracious man { He had fimall 
efledm of this Book,” and bat wery 
little of his Poems. Though God 
had magnified him with extraordi- 
nary Gifts, yet ſaid be, God has 
broken into my Study, and'ta- 
ken off my Chariot Wheels... I 


have nothing worthy . of: God. 
; And 
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tid even whis Jon Griefs i inthis ann. 
ejes, dathmore; aftjance then, oa. 
ond is vertues, 0 + Vl a 
Thave Anigpheb Jirve Foe 
the R.: 'Fmthers;;-"\ ſome": Gathe= 
drab, Ecelifia$tieal ,, and Azux 
untect men," C\phich 'Ranks «the; 
modeSÞ. Authour meddles not bvith'y 
to draw Idza's for their Jeneral 
Orders reſpefiively. ( Why ſhould 
Papists ( as Timpius ) be more 
careful or painful in this Kind, 
than we? If it do no other good, 
yet will it help on in the way of 
Repentance , by diſcovery of for- 
mer miſtakes or neglefis ; which 
is the greateſt, if not the onh Good 
that can now probably be hoped 


far, 
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; cit of this-Trel? : which being 
" -prit_ nigh twenty - years \'fince , 
will be leſs ſubjedt to ms 
The: Gd Lond: jrofper #:archrd- 
ing\t0\ the pou intent bf 156 Au 
thour, \and bexrty\wifhes of the Are. 
© fecer:; who confuſes himſelf umvror- | 
{+ thy; To::carry Qut- the "_—_ of 
ſc + ral 
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